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Term Presidency of Uzbekis-
tan and Transformation of SCO 
from Regionality to Global
Uzbekistan is hosting a historical moment, a 

summit that has great significance in terms of 

politics of the region and of the world. We are 

witnessing a summit, in which world’s primary 

leaders participated, highlighting the coopera-

tion in “Rising Asia” once again, and new-con-

crete decisions are expected to be taken at the 

point of carrying this to a global dimension.

At that point, the “Shanghai Cooperation Or-

ganization (SCO) Samarkand Summit”, which is 

held under the Term Presidency of Uzbekistan, 

has a great importance in many dimensions. 

The outlines of this importance are:

• The message of “not war, but peace, co-

operation, to win all together, to make our 

world more liveable” is given from Samar-

kand to all world, in an environment, where 
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a new world order is tried to be constructed over crisis, and where new multi-dimensional security problems, including climate, 

energy and food issues are escalated.

• As a matter of fact, it is indicated that nearly 30 documents are going to be signed in this summit. It is observed that, within those 

documents, the areas of transport, green energy, industry, digital technology, and innovation are included. It is understood that 

the summit will focus on the amelioration of the transport corridors, which are the most basic parameters of regional security 

and cooperation, and in that context, the infrastructure works towards realization of South Asia-Central Asia-Caucasia-Europe 

route, will be escalated.

• In that sense, the “win-win” understanding, the emphasis on “cooperation” and “dialogue”, is quite remarkable in terms of creating 

a context of the mission and vision of SCO, that they are highlighted in the message of “If each of us is strong, the SCO is strong”, 

and “Towards Joint Success through Development Together”, which took place in article of the President of the Republic of Uzbek-

istan Mr. Mirziyoyev, titled “SCO Samarkand Summit: Dialogue and Cooperation in a Globalising World,”

• In that sense, it is observed that the search for cooperation-based solution to the Afghan Question will be the one of the impor-

tant agenda topics of this summit again. When we think the agenda topics in question with the “Central Asia and South Asia: Re-

gional Connectivity. Conference of Challenges, and Opportunities” under the guidance of President Mr. Shavkat Mirziyoyev, once 

again, the success of Term Presidency of Uzbekistan reappears.

• It is seen that the interest towards the organization increases day by day. Particularly, during the term presidency of Uzbekistan, 

which emphasizes multidimensionality in its foreign policy, the increasing interest in the SCO’s full membership, observer mem-

bership and dialogue partnership is very important. In that sense, the inclination of SCO to enlarge shows itself with the increase 

of member, observer and dialogue partner in many different geographies and regions.

• It is not correct to explain the internationalization and gaining a global dimension of the organization, only with participations 

from different geographies and regions, or increase interest towards the organization. The agenda topics of SCO Samarkand 

Summit reflect the reasons of the interest towards this organization. This interest can be evaluated as a message of the world 

not of war, but peace-stability and cooperation.

• With the expression of the President of Uzbekistan Mr. Shavkat Mirziyoyev, SCO’s process of globalization based on peace, co-

operation and dialogue, as a “successful model for regional cooperation.” The title of Mr. Mirziyoyev’s article, published in many 

different languages, is also addressing this.

• Therefore, the Samarkand Summit highlights a turning point in terms of putting the SCO’s place in the international system as a 

constructive organization centred on cooperation from regional to global.

• Participation of President Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan can be accepted as an indicator of a support of Türkiye to regional-global 

peace and stability, dialogue, cooperation and diplomacy. Evaluating this as a shift of axis represents an attitude and under-

standing that are extremely inappropriate and unfair. Türkiye’s participation to the SCO Summit as a “Dialogue Partner” is a part of 

constructive, multilateral and cooperation-based diplomacy understanding, which is defended in the process of reconstruction 

of the axis of the world. This shows the consistency of Ankara in the foreign policy. Thus, President Mr. Erdoğan is being invited to 

that summit is quite remarkable in the sense of reflection of trust of Eurasia and Rising Asia to the Turkish foreign policy and Tür-

kiye. At the same time, this is the sign of the support towards the diplomacy of Ankara, which pivots around peace, cooperation 

and dialogue. Therefore, participation to that summit is quite significant in terms of indicating the emphasis on multilateralism, 

cooperation based on win-win understanding, prosperity in Turkish foreign policy, and in that sense, to show the appreciation and 

acceptance of this by the whole world.

As a result, SCO Samarkand Summit has already taken its place in the history as a summit that breaks ground, and as a summit that 

is prominent in terms of constructing international system, not only in the sense of organization. Undoubtedly, the diplomacy of Uz-

bekistan, which has shown a great performance under the leadership of President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, has an important place in this 

success. In that context, Samarkand, which is the cultural centre of New Uzbekistan and the region, has played the expected role in 

the history of the world and humanity once again, and will continue to do so. This summit has already taken its place in the history as 

a historical success in terms of “Third Renaissance”, indeed.
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The basis for the SCO’s international attractiveness is its non-

bloc status, openness, non-targeting against third countries 

or the international organizations, equality and respect for the 

sovereignty of all participants, refusal to interfere in the internal 

affairs, as well as prevention of political confrontation and un-

healthy rivalry.

The SCO’s success concept is the promotion of multifaceted 

cooperation through ensuring regional security. In fact, the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization is called upon to become 

a pole of attraction without dividing lines, in the name of peace, 

cooperation and progress.

Therefore, the number of states that are ready to cooperate 

with the SCO is growing every year, and  this is especially no-

ticeable in the context of the transformation of the modern sys-

tem of international and regional relations.

The economic value of the SCO is enhanced by the self-suf-

ficiency of its space, where there are dynamically developing 

economies of the world with huge human, intellectual and 

technological potential, and the existence of large volumes of 

unused natural resources.

Today, the total GDP of the SCO member states has reached 

about a quarter of the global figure. This is already a very solid 

contribution to the global sustainable development from a re-

gional organization that has just crossed its 20-year threshold.

In a world with the new challenges and opportunities, the SCO 

has excellent prospects for transformation and growth, not 

only through quantitative replenishment, but also through the 

opening of new strategic vectors. These are transport and con-

nectivity, energy, food and environmental security, innovations, 

digital transformation and green economy.

Uzbekistan’s Chairmanship: towards Common Success 

through Joint Development

Accepting responsible mission of Chairmanship in the SCO, the 

Republic of Uzbekistan has relied on the strategy of advancing 

the development of the Organization by opening up new ho-

rizons for cooperation and launching usage of untapped re-

serves that each of its members has.

Our slogan is «The SCO is strong if each of us is strong». Imple-

menting this, we have made serious efforts to make the Or-

ganization even stronger from the inside and more attractive 

from the outside to our international partners. At the platforms 

fectious diseases have exposed the vulnerability of our societies 

as never before. They lead to destruction of existential common 

goods, threatening the basis of people’s life and reducing sources 

of income.

In these circumstances, it is obvious that no country alone can 

hope to avoid or cope with these global risks and challenges.

There is only one way out of the dangerous spiral of problems in 

an interconnected world where we all live today – through a con-

structive dialogue and multilateral cooperation based on consid-

eration and respect to the interests of everyone. It is exactly at the 

time of crisis, when all the countries – whether they are large, me-

dium or small by size – must put aside their narrow interests and 

focus on such mutual interaction, unite and multiply the common 

efforts and possibilities to counter the threats and challenges to 

peace, security and sustainable development that are related to 

each of us.

The effective international cooperation makes the world more 

stable, predictable and prosperous. This is the most viable, acces-

sible and closest way to solving common problems of our time as 

well as a universal insurance policy against the future challenges 

and shocks.

A Model for Successful Regional Cooperation

The international cooperation that lays in the interest of every-

one is impossible without multilateral institutions. Despite the cer-

tain shortcomings, they continue to serve as the most important 

agents of interaction between the countries – at the regional and 

global levels. The international and regional organizations help 

countries to overcome the differences and strengthen mutual 

understanding, to develop political and economic cooperation, to 

expand trade and stimulate cultural and humanitarian exchang-

es.

These are the goals and objectives that are pursued by one of 

the youngest multilateral institutions – the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO). In fact, it is a unique interstate structure that 

has managed to unite countries

with different cultural and civilizational codes, their own foreign 

policy guidelines and models of national development. In a rel-

atively short historical period, the SCO has come a long way, be-

coming an integral element of the modern global political and 

economic world order.

Today, the SCO family is the world’s largest regional organization, 

which has united a huge geographical space and about a half of 

the population of our planet.
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The SCO Samarkand Summit: 
Dialogue and Cooperation in an 
Interconnected World
Uzbekistan’s chairmanship in the SCO has fall-

en on a dynamic period, fraught with various 

events and trends – the period of the «histor-

ical rift», when one era comes to an end and 

another begins – thus far unpredictable and 

unknown.

The modern system of international cooper-

ation, based on the universal principles and 

norms, begins to falter. One of the main rea-

sons for this is a deep crisis of trust at the glob-

al level, which, in turn, provokes a geopolitical 

confrontation and the risk of reviving the bloc 

thinking stereotypes. This process of mutual 

alienation complicates the return of the world 

economy to its former course of development 

and the restoration of global supply chains.

The ongoing armed conflicts in different parts 

of the world destabilize trade and investment 

flows, exacerbate the problems of ensuring 

food and energy security.

Along with this, global climate shocks, growing 

scarcity of natural and water resources, de-

cline in biodiversity, spread of dangerous in-
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End of Russia-Germany
Energy Cooperation
The gas cooperation between Russia and Ger-

many, which began fifty years ago, is about to 

come to an end. In fact, on September 4, 2022, 

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz announced 

that the country plans to completely stop the 

supply of gas from Russia until December 2022. 

Stating that Russia cannot be called a reliable 

energy supplier and that Moscow is no longer 

fulfilling its obligations arising from gas agree-

ments, Scholz said that Germany is looking for 

an answer to the question of “What will happen 

if gas supply from Russia is cut off as of De-

cember 2021?” and has started to prepare for 

such a scenario. Scholz stated that Germany 

is actively replenishing its gas reserves and will 

continue to fill them in winter.[1]

Since the summer of 2022, Gazprom has grad-

ually reduced the flow of gas from the Nord 

Stream-I Pipeline. Between August 31-Septem-

ber 3, 2022, Gazprom completely stopped the 

flow of gas, justifying this decision with planned 
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of more than eighty major events held during the year, a com-

prehensive agenda was formed for the SCO – starting from the 

issues of further expanding cooperation in the security, strength-

ening transport and economic connectivity and positioning the 

Organization in the international arena up to the search for new 

ways and points for development.

All these promising directions of cooperation for the SCO at the 

new stage of its historical development are reflected in more than 

thirty conceptual programs, agreements and decisions prepared 

during our chairmanship period.

I would say even more. Uzbekistan’s chairmanship in the SCO is a 

logical continuation of an active and open foreign policy course 

that has been pursued by our country in the last six years. This pol-

icy is embodied, above all, in Central Asia, the geographical core 

of SCO, where positive and irreversible processes of strengthening 

good-neighborliness and cooperation are now taking place.

All SCO member states are our closest neighbors, friends and stra-

tegic partners. The Chairmanship has given us a good opportunity 

to further strengthen multilateral collaboration and expand bilat-

eral cooperation with each of them, as well as set new targets for 

even deeper partnership.

I am full of confidence that it is important and necessary for the 

SCO to share its success story with Afghanistan. This country is an 

integral part of the larger SCO space. The Afghan people need 

good neighbors and their support now more than ever. It is our 

moral obligation to extend a helping hand, to offer them effec-

tive ways of overcoming the years-long crisis by promoting so-

cio-economic growth of the country, its integration into regional 

and global development processes.

Afghanistan that has played for centuries the role of a buffer in the 

historical confrontations of global and regional powers, should try 

on a new peaceful mission of connecting Central and South Asia.

The construction of the trans-Afghan corridor could become a 

symbol of such mutually beneficial inter-regional cooperation. It 

is also important to understand that by implementing joint infra-

structure projects such as the Termez – Mazar-i-Sharif – Kabul – 

Peshawar railroad we are not just solving socio-economic, trans-

port and communication problems, but also making a significant 

contribution to ensuring regional security. By bringing our positions 

closer to each other, together we can develop a new SCO agenda 

for a more peaceful, stable and prosperous Afghanistan. Only in 

this way can we create a truly stable and sustainable SCO space 

with an indivisible security.

«Samarkand Spirit» – the Embodiment of Cooperation, Mutu-

al Understanding and Friendship After a three-year pandemic 

pause that has caused serious disruption in trade, economic 

and industrial ties, the countries and peoples of the SCO need to 

communicate directly.

The ancient city of Samarkand, the jewel of the Great Silk Road, 

is ready to welcome the leaders of fourteen countries with new 

breakthrough proposals and initiatives designed to serve for 

good and prosperity of the SCO and each of its members.

There is no doubt that this legendary city will open another 

chapter of the SCO success story. Glorious historical heritage of 

Samarkand will contribute to this. For many centuries, this city 

has been threading together countries from Europe to China, 

merging North and South, East and West into a single node.

Historically Samarkand has been a melting pot of ideas and 

knowledge, that was “cooking” a common goal of living better, 

being more successful and becoming happier. And everybody 

has known that the friendly neighbors are half of your wealth, you 

yourself are a blessing for them, because you know that coop-

eration, trade, oeuvre, science, art and the best ideas do good, 

enrich and bring nations together.

These unique qualities of Samarkand, which today has a mod-

ern and dynamically developing infrastructure, turning it into 

the most suitable and demanded platform for joint discussions, 

searching for necessary responses to regional and global chal-

lenges. The integrity and interconnectivity of mankind are such 

that most challenges require joint work not only at the regional 

level, but also at the global arena.

Relying on the experience of our many years of joint work, we are 

confident that the Samarkand SCO summit will set an example 

of how we can launch a new, inclusive dialogue based on the 

principles of mutual respect, trust and constructive cooperation 

for the sake of common security and prosperity.

Samarkand can become the platform that can unite and rec-

oncile states with different foreign policy priorities. Historical-

ly, the world looked upon from Samarkand has been seen as 

single and indivisible, rather than fragmented. This is indeed the 

essence of the unique phenomenon of the «Samarkand spirit», 

which can serve as the basis for a fundamentally new format of 

international interaction, including within the Shanghai Cooper-

ation Organization.
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Currently, important negotiations are being held with Middle Eastern countries in order to diversify the energy supplier. There are even 

some agreements. The priority issue for Germany, the largest economy in Europe, is to be able to survive the winter period. Berlin intends 

to achieve price balance with the resources in gas storage facilities during this period. Moreover, in the future, it will also begin to reuse 

other energy sources.

In the current situation, the countries of the Middle East have shown that they are ready to replace Russia. It is thought that the US, which 

has an important place in the global energy markets, will also help Europe in general and Germany in particular. Despite knowing that 

it will cost more than Russian gas, the Berlin administration continues to buy alternative sources to ensure energy security.

The end of Russian-German cooperation in the field of energy will also have negative consequences for Russia. First, Russia will lose its 

position as a reliable supplier. In fact, this situation, theoretically, will create a serious trust problem even if Russian-German relations 

improve. Second, there will be a huge loss of market for Russia. Russia will be deprived of its existing revenues; it will be difficult to take 

part in the market even if it becomes a candidate for the European market again in the future. Third, it can be said that Russia’s energy 

sector may face major problems. The gas sector, which is deprived of the large European market, may seek to reduce the production 

of energy resources. Therefore, investments in the sector may stop. In addition, Russia, which has been excluded from the European 

market, may become dependent on the demands of non-Western countries such as China and, in the future, India. As seen in the oil 

market, Russian oil, which is subject to the Western embargo, is sold to China and India 30% cheaper. A similar situation can be experi-

enced in gas. It is likely that the party that determines the price is not Russia, but the consumer country. This could again lead to Russia 

becoming passive situation.

Ultimately, Germany’s decision to end its energy cooperation with Russia would vindicate those who have long criticized Berlin for this 

cooperation. Because billions of dollars spent on cooperation for twenty years will be considered wasted. Because energy prices in 

Germany, and in this context, the country’s economy, will face serious uncertainties.

[1] “Шольц: Россия нарушает контракты по газовым поставкам, к их остановке в ФРГ готовились с декабря”, Kommersant, https://www.kommersant.ru/

doc/5546777, (Date of Accession: 05.09.2022).

[2] “Германия заполнила газохранилища на 85%, несмотря на остановку «Северного потока»”, Kommersant, https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5546711, 

(Date of Accession: 05.09.2022).

[3] “Россия и Германия сломили сопротивление Латвии, Литвы и Эстонии”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, https://www.ng.ru/economics/2008-06-06/5_pribalty.

html, (Date of Accession: 05.09.2022).

[4] “«ФРГ действует как враг России». Медведев объяснил, почему у немцев проблемы с газом”, Gazeta.Ru, https://www.gazeta.ru/poli-

tics/2022/09/04/15399925.shtml?updated, (Date of Accession: 05.09.2022).

[5] “Новак сравнил стоимость газа для промышленности в России и Европе”, Vedomosti, https://www.vedomosti.ru/economics/news/2022/09/04/939097-no-

vak, (Date of Accession: 05.09.2022).

[6] Ibid.
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repairs. On September 3, 2022, it was learned that the gas stor-

age facilities in Germany were 85% full despite the supply being 

cut off via Nord Stream-I. In the summer months, amendments 

were adopted in Germany requiring gas storage facilities to fill 

85% by October 2022 and 95% by November. However, the Berlin 

administration announced that it had completed this plan pre-

maturely.[2]

As it will be recalled, a long-term agreement was signed between 

the leaders of the Soviet Union and the Federal Republic of Ger-

many in February 1970 on the construction of a gas pipeline from 

the Soviet Union to Western Europe and the supply of Russian (So-

viet) gas. The agreement was called the “Deal of the Century” 

because it was the largest compromise in the history of the Sovi-

et-German and Soviet-European agreements. After the collapse 

of the Soviet Union, Russia and Germany began to develop a new 

geopolitical relationship in the field of energy.

In 2005, an agreement for the German-Russian partnership was 

signed between Russian President Vladimir Putin and the then 

German Chancellor Gerhard Schröder. The Nord Stream-I Project, 

which will reach Germany under the Baltic Sea, while support-

ed by Russia, Germany, the Netherlands and France, this project 

was opposed by transit countries, the Baltic states and the US. 

The main objective of the project was to increase the supply of 

gas to the European market and reduce dependence on transit 

countries.

Following the agreement, the construction of the Nord Stream-I 

Gas Pipeline Project was started in 2005 on the territory of Russia 

and in the European part in 2006.  In 2006, in order to gain more 

German support, Putin offered him the chairmanship of the Gaz-

prom Supervisory Board after Schröder resigned. Schröder, who 

accepted this proposal has become the lobby of Russian energy 

policies not only in Germany, but also in Europe. In fact, at the 

Baltic Sea Summit held in June 2008, Lithuania and Estonia, which 

previously opposed this project, announced that they had no ob-

jections to the project thanks to these lobbying activities. In fact, 

Latvia has even expressed its support for the project.[3]

Following the completion of the Nord Stream-I Project in 2012, Rus-

sia and Germany initiated negotiations on a second project. In 

September 2018, the construction of the Nord Stream-II Gas Pipe-

line Project began. However, most states, especially the US, have 

opposed the initiative on the grounds that it is a geopolitical pro-

ject that serves the interests of Russia. In the last months of 2021, 

the Washington administration decided to sanction against the 

Nord Stream-II Project.

Following Russia’s intervention in Ukraine in February 2022, Ger-

many also announced that the Nord Stream-2 Pipeline would 

not be put into operation.  In the face of sanctions against Rus-

sia, Moscow has also begun to damage Europe’s energy market 

and economy by interrupting the flow of gas. This has shown that 

Russia, which has been trying to maintain its status as a reliable 

supplier for a long time, will no longer comply with this principle.

Against Berlin, which claims that Russia triggered the energy crisis 

on the European continent and did so consciously, Moscow ar-

gues that the claim does not reflect the truth and that European 

politicians are guilty of the developments that have taken place. 

For example, Deputy Chairman of the Russian Security Council 

Dmitry Medvedev saying that Germany behaves like an enemy 

of Russia, imposes sanctions on the country and its citizens, and 

supplies weapons to the Ukrainian Army, while the German Chan-

cellor should not be surprised that his country is experiencing 

economic problems.[4]

Similarly, Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak sug-

gested that gas prices in Europe could rise further. According 

to Novak, the “collapse of Europe’s energy markets” is due to the 

“short-term policies” of Europeans. On the subject, Novak made 

the following comment:[5]

“Gas for industrial enterprises in Russia is 40 times cheaper than 

in European countries. By comparison, 1000 cubic meters of gas 

costs 70 dollars for industrial consumers. For citizens, it’s even 

cheaper.  On the stock exchanges in Europe, 1000 cubic meters 

comes to 3000 dollars. This is our competitive advantage.”

Novak also said that Europe paid 350-400 billion euros for energy 

resources in 2021 and will pay 400 billion euros more in 2022.[6] 

As can be understood, Russia is trying to harm Europe econom-

ically. Whether Germany, which is dependent on Russia’s energy 

resources, will be able to find an alternative to Russian gas, which 

has been cut and wants to end completely by 2023, is a question 

mark.
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Greece, one of the countries that rely most on Russian natural gas in the EU, meets 40% of its natural gas needs from Russia in 2021, 70% 

of this was used in power generation.[1] In this respect, it does not seem possible for Greece to abruptly abandon Russian natural gas 

or to quickly find an alternative to its place, at least in the short term.

In addition to all these, Greece carried out activities to reduce its dependence on Russian natural gas after the Russia-Ukraine War. One 

of the most important examples of this is Greece’s move towards the Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) option. Athens launched the project 

of establishing LNG terminal in Alexandroupolis in May 2022. The terminal is expected to be ready in November 2023.[2] However given 

the specified date, it is unlikely to replace Russian natural gas for the coming months. Therefore, it can be predicted that the winter 

months will be difficult in Greece.

Especially after Russia’s intervention in Ukraine, Greece is trying to bring itself to the forefront on energy as an  transit hub. In fact, in 

July 2022, the Greece-Bulgaria Natural Gas Pipeline Interconnector was inaugurated between Greece and Bulgaria.“This isn’t just a gas 

pipeline, but a crucial South-North energy bridge.” Greek Prime Mnister Mitsotakis said during the inauguration.[3] Thus, Azerbaijani nat-

ural gas will be transported to Bulgaria through Greece. Therefore, it will be easy for Greece to put itself at the forefront as a center for 

reducing the EU’s energy dependence in the future.

As it will be remembered, in July 2022, Mohammed bin Salman, the crown Prince of Saudi Arabia visited Athens. This visit is notable in 

that it is the first official visit of the Crown Prince to an EU country after 2018. Moreover, on the occasion of the visit, the two countries also 

agreed on the implementation of an undersea data cable that will connect Europe and Asia.[4] As can be seen from the examples of 

Saudi Arabia and Bulgaria, Greece is trying to present itself as an energy bridge to the world with the projects.

As can be expected, the main agenda item of the talks during Greek Prime Minister Mitsotakis’ visit to Qatar in August 2022 was energy. 

Mitsotakis said that Greece, given its strategic location and infrastructure in the region, could serve as a bridge between Qatar and 

Europe and his country serve as an entry point to deliver energy to the European market through Alexandroupolis.[5]

It is necessary to focus on the statement of the Greek Prime Minister on Alexandroupolis. Alexandroupolis has recently come to the fore 

as the place where the United States (US) has increased its military presence. However, Greece wants to use Alexandroupolis in a mul-

tifaceted way. It has already started the LNG power plant project in Alexandroupolis for this purpose. Therefore, Alexandroupolis is not 

only in the military dimension for Greece, it is also wanted to be turned into a place that will gain strength in the fields of economy and 

energy.  From the point of view of the Athens administration, energy investments in Alexandroupolis and the military presence of the US 

are developments that will increase the geostrategic importance of the country.

On the other hand, on September 4, 2022, Greek Minister of Development and Investment Adonis Georgiadis called on the Greek people 

to seek alternative ways of heating, warning that the upcoming winter months will be much worse than in 1942, when the country was 

experiencing famine due to the Nazi occupation in the Second World War.[6] In other words, the Russia-Ukraine War had a shocking 

effect on Europe and Greece. This is evident from Georgiadis’ statements.

The war reveals the desperation of Europe in general and Greece in particular. It also reveals how difficult countries and international 

organizations that cannot ensure energy security and remain dependent on a state for energy are stuck in a difficult situation. There-

fore, a difficult winter awaits Europe and Greece, and according to the severity of the winter, there is also a possibility that the EU may 

soften its attitude to Russia.

Consequently, although Greece has taken various steps to ensure its energy security, most of them took place in the aftermath of the 

Russia-Ukraine War. In other words, a certain amount of time is required for Athens to get positive results from the steps it has taken 

to ensure energy security. In addition to all these, Greece is trying to present itself as a bridge between Asia and Europe in its relations 
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Energy Moves of Greece 
in the Context of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine War
The “special military operation” launched by 

Russia against Ukraine on February 24, 2022 

has shaken Europe the most in the field of en-

ergy. Because the fact that most countries in 

the European Union (EU) have been dependent 

on Russian natural gas in terms of energy for 

years has left the member states facing a diffi-

cult situation to get out of.

After Russia’s intervention in Ukraine, the EU 

faced the fact that its dependence on natural 

gas to Moscow constituted its own “weak spot”. 

The Kremlin, on the other hand, has used and 

continues to use this as a “blackmail material” 

because it knows the EU’s dependence on it for 

natural gas.
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Nuclear Energy Option in the 
Context of Searching for an 
Alternative to Russian Gas
The current energy crisis started with the World 

Health Organization’s declaration that the Cov-

id-19 virus caused a global epidemic in March 

2020, and deepened with Russia’s military inter-

vention in Ukraine in February 2022. This issue 

has led countries worldwide to seek alternative 

ways. The increase in oil and gas prices has 

reached dimensions threatening countries and 

creating unrest among the people. For this rea-

son, people in a vast geography, from Sri Lanka 

to Kazakhstan, from France to Ecuador, contin-

ue to protest the rising energy prices.

In the context of the energy crisis, the European 

Union (EU) promised to reduce its dependence 

on Russian gas. In July 2022, member states de-
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with both China and the Gulf countries. Therefore, it can be suggested that Mitsotakis will continue to raise the issue that the country 

serves as a “nexus” in his meetings with his interlocutors.

[1] “Greece Can Cope with Possible Russian Gas Disruptions Thanks To LNG-Minister”, Reuters, https://www.reuters.com/article/

ukraine-crisis-greece-energy-idUSL8N2YL335, (Date of Accession: 05.09.2022).

[2] Harry Aposporis, “Launch of works on Alexandroupolis LNG terminal in Greece”, Balkan Green Energy News, https://balkangreenener-

gynews.com/launch-of-works-on-alexandroupolis-lng-terminal-in-greece-heralds-reduced-dependence-on-russian-gas-for-the-

balkans/, (Date of Accession: 05.09.2022).

[3] “New Pipeline from Greece to Bulgaria Offsets Russian Gas Cut”, Associated Press, https://apnews.com/article/rus-

sia-ukraine-greece-bulgaria-moscow-20079c6a7092ac12340569fe776e9f6b ,  (Date of Accession: 05.09.2022).

[4] “Saudi Crown Prince to Visit Greece to Sign Energy, Telecoms Deals”, Reuters, https://www.reuters.com/markets/deals/saudi-crown-

prince-visit-greece-sign-energy-telecoms-deals-2022-07-22/, (Date of Accession: 05.09.2022).

[5] Tasos Kokkinidis, “Energy Dominates Talks Between Greek PM and Emir of Qatar”, Greek Reporter, https://greekreporter.com/2022/08/22/

energy-dominates-talks-greek-pm-emir-qatar/, (Date of Accession: 05.09.2022).

[6] “Minister Urges Greeks to Seek Alternative Heating Ways”, Keep Talking Greece, https://www.keeptalkinggreece.com/2022/09/04/

greece-atlernative-heating-ways-minister-poll/ , (Date of Accession: 06.09.2022).
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cided to reduce the use of gas by 15%. Germany, which imported 55% of the gas it needed from Russia before the war, reduced this rate 

to 35%. In addition, the Berlin administration continues its efforts to end imports from Russia ultimately.

On the other hand, in response to the efforts to end the dependence on Russian gas, it is seen that the Moscow administration is try-

ing to reduce the supply and even cut it completely.[1] In particular, the announcement that a malfunction has occurred in the Nord 

Stream-I Pipeline and the uncertainty about the “repair” between Siemens and Gazprom in this context have revealed that the energy 

card has begun to be used as an element of pressure by the Kremlin.[2] Ultimately, Russia announced that it stopped the flow of gas 

until the sanctions were lifted. For this reason, the upcoming winter months require European states to find quick solutions. At this point, 

it is seen that nuclear energy is discussed as one of the alternatives.

As it will be remembered, in response to the Fukushima Nuclear Accident in 2011, the German Chancellor of the time, Angela Merkel, 

decided to end the use of nuclear power plants until December 2022. However, due to Russia’s use of the energy trump card, German 

Economy Minister Robert Habeck announced that the nuclear power plants throughout the country will be used until April 2023.[3] Al-

though Habeck underlines that he will stick to his plan to abandon nuclear power, the latest interruption in the Nord Stream-I Pipeline, 

which carries Russian gas to Germany via the Baltic Sea, indicates that the Berlin administration cannot give up nuclear energy in the 

medium term.

It should be noted that German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who took office in December 2021, want to keep the public reaction to a mini-

mum after a strong leader like Merkel. This will ensure that Germany does not break away from nuclear, at least until the urgency of the 

energy crisis passes.

On the other hand, in Poland, another EU member, Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki, stated that the country is in talks with potential 

partners to commission six nuclear reactors before 2040 and launch the use of nuclear energy. In addition, Morawiecki met with United 

States (US) Vice President Kamala Harris on nuclear energy and discussed the steps to be taken in developing nuclear energy.

On the other hand, Morawiecki discussed the issue of nuclear energy with Emmanuel Macron, President of France, during his visit to Paris. 

In this context. Poland held various meetings with South Korea either. According to the Energy Policy Document adopted in 2021 and will 

be valid until 2040, the Warsaw administration plans to build six nuclear power plants.[4]

It is known that many Ukrainians immigrated to Poland after the war, which has a turbulent history between Germany and Russia and 

a high dependence on fossil fuels. In such an environment, Warsaw needs to preserve stability in the country. In this context, Poland 

focuses on nuclear energy to eliminate its energy dependence on Russia. However, the transition to nuclear energy is not a short and 

medium-term solution for Poland. It is only part of the long-term pursuits.

Moreover, Japan, which stopped its nuclear energy program to a great extent after the disaster at the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant 

in 2011, whose impact reached Europe, is also re-evaluating the nuclear energy option. Japanese Economy, Trade, and Industry Minister 

Yasutoshi Nishimura stated on the side-lines of the G-20 Meeting in Indonesia that the country aims for carbon neutrality and that 

nuclear energy will be the key to Japan’s energy security. Already in May 2022, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida announced that 

he would take steps to reactivate idle nuclear power plants to stabilize energy supply and prices. Nishimura stated that Japan had 

secured 10 facilities it wanted to reactivate and that seven more facilities will be reactivated from 2023.[5]
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Japan, which imports a large part of its energy needs, is trying to overcome its national traumas in the face of increasingly unstable 

supply markets with the epidemic and war. But there is a substantial anti-nuclear group in the country. In addition, the assassination of 

Former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in July 2022 caused the country to experience sensitive days. For this reason, it is seen that the Tokyo 

administration is trying to develop a balanced policy aimed at both protecting the public from the energy crisis and alleviating the 

reactive sections. Despite this, Japan has the highest probability of turning to this resource, as it has nuclear facilities ready to operate. 

The Tokyo administration can even play a guiding role for countries focusing on nuclear energy.

As a result, nuclear energy is discussed as an alternative solution in different countries of the world. For countries like Poland without 

infrastructure and experience, nuclear energy indicates a long process that requires financial resources and assistance. However, it 

comes to the fore as a quick solution for Japan and states with similar capacities. In short, the Russia-Ukraine War and the sanctions 

targeting the Moscow administration have deepened the global energy crisis. In response, Russia’s various retaliations and the failure 

of the countries’ emergency action plan to alleviate existing concerns led to the fact that nuclear energy began to be considered a 

solution. Of course, alternatives such as liquefied gas are also considered. However, nuclear energy is seen by states as an option that 

can provide self-sufficiency. This situation can lead to new crises that are difficult to deal with.

[1] “Why Are Global Gas Prices So High?” BBC, https://www.bbc.com/news/explainers-62644537, (Date of Accession: 06.09.2022).

[2] “Gazprom Says Siemens Ready to Repair Nord Stream 1 Pipeline”, City A.M., https://www.cityam.com/gazprom-says-siemens-ready-

to-repair-nord-stream-1-pipeline/, (Date of Accession: 06.09.2022).

[3] “Germany to Delay Phase-out of Nuclear Plants to Shore up Energy Security”, The Guardian, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/

sep/05/germany-to-delay-phase-out-of-nuclear-plants-to-shore-up-energy-security, (Date of Accession: 06.09.2022).

[4] “Poland Seeks Partners on Nuclear, in Talks with US, France”, Euroactive, https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/

poland-seeks-partners-on-nuclear-in-talks-with-us-france/, (Date of Accession: 06.09.2022).

[5] “Nuclear Power is Key for Japan’s Energy Security and Carbon Neutrality Goals, Minister Says”, CNBC, https://www.cnbc.com/2022/09/05/

nuclear-power-is-key-for-japans-energy-security-yasutoshi-nishimura.html, (Date of Accession: 06.09.2022).
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vention in Ukraine, and started to impose sanctions on Russia in order to make the war unsustainable for the Moscow administration. 

Already, the European Union (EU) has announced seven different sanctions packages against Russia. Along with the sanctions, one of 

the most talked about issues has been the energy dependence of Europe on Russia. In this context, the EU has sought to diversify its 

energy suppliers and has adopted the goal of zeroing the dependence on Russian gas. However, the course of the issue in practice 

reveals that it is not as easy as it seems to eliminate the dependency status.

At this point, it can be stated that the most important problem created by the Russia-Ukraine War is the global energy crisis. As a matter 

of fact, with the approach of the winter months, many countries are faced with increasing energy prices. This both impoverishes the 

peoples of Europe and reveals the inadequacy of the EU member states. In this situation, Russia’s announcement on September 4, 2022 

that it has cut off the gas flow over Nord Stream-I indefinitely,[2] is a harbinger that the Moscow administration will play the energy card 

much more harshly, although it is justified for technical reasons. After all, the Kremlin made a statement on September 5, 2022, that 

directly expressing the purpose of this move, without hiding the background reasons such as technical reasons, and announced that 

the gas flow would not start until the sanctions were lifted.[3]

Through the energy card, Moscow wants to increase the fragility in Europe, bring the Western states in need of energy to the negotiation 

table, and ensure that the sanctions are lifted. Because Russia is the aspect with a strong hand in the energy dimension of this power 

struggle where mutual moves are made. Since, after the Cold War, it was seen that the energy relations developed with the aim of 

integrating Russia into the international system did not create mutual dependence, and in particular, the Nord Stream-I Gas Pipeline 

has created a situation that works in favor of the Moscow administration. As a matter of fact, Russia has become a monopoly in the 

European energy market and the Russian state company Gazprom has reached a monopoly position.

At this point, it should be noted that; it is not possible, at least in the short term, to say that Europe has succeeded or can achieve its 

goal of diversifying its energy suppliers and thus reducing or even zeroing its dependence on Russian natural gas. This situation makes 

the collective policy of Europe against Russia since the beginning of the war fragile. As the protests in Czechia show, it can be predict-

ed that with the winter months, the people of Europe will criticize the policies regarding the war much more harshly. This may prevent 

Continental Europe from developing a monolithic stance.

Already, it is known that Hungary is making contradictory voices in the EU. In this sense, the Budapest administration opposes the impo-

sition of sanctions on Russia in the field of energy, both because it tries to build its foreign policy accordingly with the understanding of 

versatility by considering the balances between power centers, and because it considers energy dependence. In this sense, it can be 

stated that Hungary displays a pragmatic and realist approach by considering its own priorities.

It is seen that a similar stance has been developed by Bulgaria recently. Because the Sofia administration, which made some concrete 

attempts to diversify its energy supplier in the first days of the war, announced that it started negotiations with the Russian energy giant 

Gazprom, especially after the overthrow of the coalition government and the formation of the interim government.[4]

This situation clearly reveals that the fragility in Europe has increased and that the actors cannot completely sacrifice Moscow beyond 

short-term reactions due to its energy dependence. Therefore, it can be argued that the number of states such as Hungary and Bul-

garia will increase with the winter months. As a matter of fact, the protests in Czechia precursor that the European people will increase 

the pressure on politicians to adopt an impartial policy during the Russia-Ukraine War.

As a result, it can be argued that Russia, which has applied to use the energy card, can divide the front against it and therefore its hand 

will be strengthened. Because energy increases the fragility in Europe, and peoples who are impoverished due to rising gas prices put 

their governments on the target board. This shows that it will become more and more difficult for the West to act collectively, day by 

day.
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Europe’s Energy Vulnerabil-
ity: What Do the Protests in 
Czechia Mean?
On September 3, 2022, protest demonstrations 

were held in Czechia with the participation of 

approximately 70,000 people, and the protest-

ers criticized the government’s policies in the 

face of rising energy prices.[1] During these pro-

tests, it was stated by the demonstrators that 

the natural gas exchange with Russia should be 

continued. This indicates that in Europe, which 

has been trying to display a monolithic image 

since the beginning of the Russia-Ukraine War 

on February 24, 2022, cracked voices will begin 

to rise and the pressure on the governments 

will increase in parallel with the rise of the ob-

jections of the peoples.

As it is known, European states handled the is-

sue within the framework of the European se-

curity architecture after Russia’s military inter-
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Strengthening Ties Between 
Central Asia and the Caucasus: 
Azerbaijan-Uzbekistan
Rapprochement
Recently, it is observed that the ties between Cen-

tral Asia and the Caucasus have been strength-

ened. Especially with the Ukrainian War, the dest-

abilization of the Northern Corridor, especially, has 

pushed Eurasian countries, including China, to look 

for new routes.  At this point, the rapprochement 

process between the countries in the east and 

west of the Caspian Sea, where the Middle Line is 

located, has accelerated. It can be said that the will 

of Azerbaijan, which brought peace to the Cauca-

sus by winning an important victory in the Second 

Karabakh War, for the opening of the Zangezur Cor-

ridor was also effective in this. Because the possi-

bility of preventing cooperation and integration 

between the countries of the Turkish World, which 

was saved from being geographically fragmented, 

disappeared after the Second Karabakh War.

As it is known, an agreement was signed between 

Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan in February 2021, and 

the states agreed on the disputed regions in the 

Caspian Sea. Afterwards, various developments 

took place in the relations between Azerbaijan 

and Kazakhstan. It can be said that Turkmenistan 

and Kazakhstan took such a step for transferring 

their energy resources to the Western World and 
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[1] “Tens of Thousands Protest in Prague Against Czech Government, EU and NATO”, Euractiv, https://www.euractiv.com/section/elec-

tions/news/tens-of-thousands-protest-in-prague-against-czech-government-eu-and-nato/, (Date of Accession: 06.09.2022).

[2] “Gaz Akışı Süresiz Kesildi: Rus Şirketi Gazprom Avrupa’yı Kilitleyecek Kararı Duyurdu”, Yeni Şafak, https://www.yenisafak.com/ekonomi/

gaz-akisi-suresiz-kesildi-rus-sirketi-gazprom-avrupayi-kilitleyecek-karari-duyurdu-3856224, (Date of Accession: 06.09.2022).

[3] “Russia Will Not Resume Gas Supplies to Europe Until Sanctions Lifted, Says Moscow”, The Guardian, https://www.theguardian.

com/world/2022/sep/05/russia-will-not-resume-gas-supplies-to-europe-until-sanctions-lifted-says-moscow, (Date of Accession: 

06.09.2022).

[4] “Bulgaria Says Talks to Resume Russian Gas Supplies Are ‘inevitable’”, Reuters, https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/bulgaria-

says-talks-needed-resume-russian-gas-supplies-2022-08-22/, (Date of Accession: 06.09.2022).
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Does Energy Fragility of Eu-
rope Vindicate Hungary?
Russia, the successor of the Union of Soviet So-

cialist Republics (USSR) after the Cold War, has 

turned to develop good relations with the West. 

In this process, Western states, especially Ger-

many, tried to develop a relationship of mutual 

dependence with the Moscow administration 

through energy. The aim here has been to pre-

vent new conflicts, therefore wars, through the 

incorporation of Russia into the international 

system. However, the Kremlin, especially after 

Vladimir Putin became the President of Russia, 

has designed relations in the energy dimension 

as a strategic weapon. Eventually, the Russian 

energy giant Gazprom has reached a monop-

oly position in the European energy market. This 

has led to the emergence of a one-way de-

pendency between the European Union (EU) 

countries and Russia. Especially after Russia’s 

military intervention in Ukraine, Moscow’s appli-

cation to the energy card has brought about 

energy crisis at the global level.

It should be noted that after the Russia-Ukraine 

War, the European states tried to develop a 

collective attitude and took care of displaying 

a monolithic image. This approach has shown 

itself in the sanctions against Russia. The EU has 

announced seven different sanctions packag-

es aimed at making the war unsustainable for 

the Moscow administration and showing the 

Kremlin that its actions will not go unpunished. 

In this process, Hungary has been touted as an 

actor reflecting the fragility within the EU. Be-

cause the Budapest administration has been 

the main actor expressing reservations and 

objections to the sanctions imposed on Russia 

on various issues, especially energy.
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it is claimed that cooperation will be made in Karabakh-based 

projects. At this point, the strongest possibility is the possibility 

of Uzbekistan using the Zangezur Corridor to open up to the 

West.[4]

Uzbekistan is a shining star in the heart of Eurasia due to its 

important underground resources, having the biggest popula-

tion in Central Asia, taking economic liberalization steps, and its 

geopolitical location. Azerbaijan, on the other hand, is the most 

important gateway of Asia to Europe through the Caspian Sea. 

It is obvious that the strengthened relations between the two 

states will be moved to a higher level by acting with a “win-win” 

approach. In addition, the Baku-Tashkent rapprochement will 

also increase the strategic importance of the Middle Line. Be-

cause Azerbaijan will be an important port for the Central Asian 

states that do not have any outlet to the sea.

As a result, it is clear that the developing relations between Azer-

baijan and Uzbekistan will provide two-dimensional gains.  First 

of all, states will achieve new economic gains and strong ties. In 

particular, Uzbekistan will be able to reach the West through the 

shortest and least costly route. Azerbaijan, on the other hand, 

will turn its current position into a gain. Secondly, it will be en-

sured that the full potential of the Middle Line will be revealed 

and used. This means the strengthening of the region in the 

context of the Caucasus and Central Asia. At the same time, 

while this situation facilitates transportation from China to Eu-

rope, it will also accelerate sustainable development in Eurasia.

[1] “Özbekistan ve Azerbaycan Stratejik Ortaklığı Derinleştirecek”, 

TRT Avaz, https://www.trtavaz.com.tr/haber/tur/avrasyadan/

ozbekistan-ve-azerbaycan-stratejik-ortakligi-derinlestirece-

k/62b1f86601a30a2d402c478b, (Date of Accession: 06.09.2022).

[2] Ilham Karimli, “Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan Set New Priorities for 

Expanding Cooperation”, Caspian News, https://caspiannews.

com/news-detail/azerbaijan-uzbekistan-set-new-priori-

ties-for-expanding-cooperation-2022-6-23-39/, (Date of Ac-

cession: 06.09.2022).

[3] Sayın Bakanımızın Türkiye-Özbekistan-Azerbaycan Üçlü 

Dışişleri, Ticaret ve Ulaştırma Bakanları Toplantısına Katılmak 

Üzere Özbekistan’ı Ziyareti, 2 Ağustos 2022”, Türkiye Cumhuriyeti 

Dışişleri Bakanlığı, https://www.mfa.gov.tr/sayin-bakanimizin–oz-

bekistan-i-ziyareti–2-agustos-2022.tr.mfa, (Date of Accession: 

06.09.2022).

[4] Joanna Lillis, “Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan Agree Energy Coopera-

tion as Ukraine War Fosters Closer Turkic Ties”, Eurasianet, https://

eurasianet.org/uzbekistan-azerbaijan-agree-energy-cooper-

ation-as-ukraine-war-fosters-closer-turkic-ties, (Date of Ac-

cession: 06.09.2022).

increasing geopolitical measures in the China’s process of 

reaching Europe. On the other hand, the membership of the 

three states to the Organization of Turkish States has also add-

ed dynamism and speed to this rapprochement.

The strengthening of relations between Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan 

and Turkmenistan has increased the importance and potential 

of using the Middle Line between East and West. In this process, 

it is seen that Baku has strengthened its relations with Tash-

kent. During the visit of President of Azerbaijan Mr. Ilham Aliyev 

to Uzbekistan on 21-22 June 2022, 19 agreements were signed 

between the states.

The main content of the agreements is on deepening strate-

gic partnership and expanding comprehensive cooperation. A 

consensus has been reached in areas such as defence, foreign 

policy, trade, economy, investment, industry, oil, gas, chemistry, 

textile, construction, food and agriculture. The issues of devel-

opment of transportation corridors and the improvement of 

transportation tariffs were also discussed between the govern-

ments, who declared a common will to increase bilateral trade 

relations, and an agreement was reached on Uzbekistan’s utili-

zation of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway.[1]

While the trade volume between countries was 81 million dol-

lars in 2019, it was recorded as 82.3 million dollars in 2020.[2] 

In addition, in parallel with the growing bilateral relations, the 

trade volume increased by 16% and reached 111.9 million dollars. 

This figure is expected to continue its upward trend in 2022 and 

beyond.

Later, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Transport of 

Türkiye, Uzbekistan and Azerbaijan held a dialogue meeting 

in which the Middle Line was at the centre. As a result of the 

meeting held on August 2, 2022, the Tashkent Declaration was 

signed, which raised Uzbekistan’s relations with Azerbaijan to a 

new level.[3]

Finally, an important development between the two countries 

has been through cooperation in the field of energy. On August 

29, 2022, an agreement was reached between the Ministries 

of Energy on a road map the goals and plans of which will be 

determined until the end of 2023. According to this agreement, 

joint projects will be carried out in the fields of renewable ener-

gy, oil, gas and petrochemicals. It is also known that the parties 

have agreed on issues such as developing joint projects for the 

exploration and production of hydrocarbon resources of JSC 

Uzbekneftegas and SOCAR, as well as sharing of experience, 

encouraging mutual investments and privatizations. In addition, 
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Towards a “Strategic
Partnership” in Japan-India
Relations
Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh and For-

eign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar at-

tended the India-Japan 2+2 Dialogue in Tokyo 

on 8-9 September 2022. Commenting on the 

visit, Minister Singh said, “India and Japan seek 

special strategic and global partnership.”[1] On 

the same dates, the USA-India 2+2 Meeting was 

held in New Delhi. Deputy Ministers attended 

this meeting. Because, as can be understood, 

India’s Minister of Defense and Foreign Affairs 

attended the 2+2 meetings in Japan on these 

dates. This may indicate that India attaches 

more importance to Japan. However, the rea-

son for this can also be interpreted as the fact 

that 2+2 meetings with Japan have just begun. 

The first was held in New Delhi in November 

2019, and the second took place in Tokyo. The 

main agenda item of these meetings was joint 

exercises and the development of defense co-

operation.[2]

Japan, especially during the Shinzo Abe era, 

gave its “primary priority” to strengthening its 

strategic ties with India. In this context, the two 

countries have started to work together in the 

security of the Indo-Pacific within the frame-
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attract investments to his country not only from the West, but 

also from the East. Certainly, the aim here is Russia and China.

[5] The second is the growing opposition to Open Society In-

stitute of George Soros design of states through social move-

ments. In this sense, it is known that Hungary, which has realized 

an Eastern Opening, has also established close relations with 

Russia.

Currently, Hunexit issue is not on the agenda of Hungary, as re-

flected by some European power groups, that is exit scenario 

from the EU.[6] On the contrary, Orban announced that an an-

ti-corruption commission would be established in accordance 

with the expectations of the union in order to become a strong 

member of the EU and showed that he is actually a determined 

leader in terms of transparency.[7] However, like the other states 

that make up the EU, Hungary, as a   level. This is the main rea-

son for Budapest’s multi-faceted understanding of diplomacy.

Due to this understanding, Hungary has developed a stance 

that prioritizes its own national interests regarding the sanc-

tions imposed on Russia. In this case, Hungary’s dependence 

on Russia in terms of energy is decisive. Budapest, which does 

not want to experience difficulties in the winter months, prior-

itizing its own interests, has caused Western actors to portray 

Budapest as a “game changer.” In addition, there are impor-

tant relations in the field of economics, especially in banking, in 

Hungary-Russia relations. All this situation has led Budapest to 

approach the issue much more rationally.

On the other hand, it is seen that the fragility has increased 

in the EU countries that have come together over values in 

the face of the Russia-Ukraine War and criticized Budapest. It 

is clearly seen that Moscow, playing the energy card, has in-

creased the discomfort among the peoples of Europe. There-

fore, it can be argued that the process has vindicated Orban 

and that the number of states in the EU that will internalize the 

line adopted by Hungary due to their own national interests will 

increase.

Consequently, the process in the Russia-Ukraine War indicates 

that the number of actors who will internalize the attitude 

adopted by Hungary from the very beginning will increase. 

The developments that reveal the fragility in Europe also con-

firm this. However, it would be wrong to say that this situation 

will serve Russia’s interests, as it is supposed. Because, as Or-

ban pointed out, Russia and Ukraine need to be reconciled by 

someone. Therefore, the fragility on energy could open the door 

to a European reality that can negotiate with Moscow. Moreo-

ver, as the Hungarian leader stated, the adoption of such an at-

titude by the EU can create new opportunities not only in terms 

of energy, but also in economic terms.

Nonetheless, Russia’s application to the energy card in order to 

reduce the sanctions pressure on it by turning the upcoming 

winter months into an opportunity indicates that the vulnerabil-

ity in Europe will increase in the recent period. Because Russia 

has twice briefly cut off the flow of gas to Europe through the 

Nord Stream-I Gas Pipeline, citing technical reasons. The third 

cut off took place on September 4, 2022, and the Kremlin ad-

ministration announced that the flow of gas will not take place 

until the sanctions imposed on Russia are lifted.[1]

Following the statement, there have been a number of devel-

opments showing that the fragility of European states on ener-

gy has increased. First of all, it should be reminded that Hungary 

does not want to end its energy relations with Russia. It should 

also be underlined that Bulgaria is negotiating with Gazprom, 

moving away from the quest to diversify its energy suppliers, 

which it turned to in the early days of the war in Ukraine. Howev-

er, in terms of developments that will deepen the fragility, there 

should be look into to the events that took place after Russia 

cut off the flow of gas through Nord Stream-I. Because, it was 

understood that the interruption was not a long-term situation 

before, a demonstration was organized on September 3, 2022 

in Prague, the capital of the Czechia, attended by about 70,000 

people.

Reacting to the rising gas prices during the protests, people de-

manded that the Czech Government take a neutral stance in 

the Russia-Ukraine War.[2] Moreover, it is seen that similar pro-

tests have been organized in Germany and France.[3] This is 

“Europe’s Energy Vulnerability: What Do the Protests in Czechia 

Mean?”[4] as I underlined in my analysis titled, it is a harbinger 

that the fragility in the Russia policy, which the West has built 

on “values,” will increase in parallel with the upcoming winter 

months. At the same time, this situation also suggests that time 

will vindicate Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, who has 

been criticized with exaggerated criticism by European actors 

since the beginning of the war.

At this point, the issue that needs to be considered and em-

phasized is that Orban is not a leader as some EU countries 

reflect; on the contrary, he advocates and takes steps towards 

the implementation of a multifaceted foreign policy that takes 

into consideration the balances between power centers like 

every nation-state that takes into account Hungary’s own na-

tional interests.

Essentially, the Hungarian Prime Minister has been making an 

“Eastern Opening” since 2010, when he brought the Fidesz Par-

ty to power. The eastern opening of the Hungarian leader is 

based on two main pillars. The first of these is that he wants to 
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work of the Quadruple Security Dialogue (QUAD), as well as signing a civil nuclear agreement and trade agreement. It is even stated 

that the country that convinced India to join the QUAD group was Japan led by Shinzo Abe.[3]

Following a non-aligned and multilateral line, India became an axis country by joining QUAD as a result of Japan’s efforts, and this 

situation damaged New Delhi’s relations with Moscow. This is valuable in that it shows the importance India attaches to Japan. As a 

matter of fact, India has developed cooperation with Japan and other QUAD powers at the expense of opposing Russia, on which it 

is more than 80% dependency in the defense industry.

Recently, it is seen that QUAD countries have intensified their contacts among themselves. In this context, it can be said that India-Ja-

pan relations are progressing in a different dimension and evolving towards a strategic partnership. After Russia, India makes special 

efforts to raise its relations with Japan to the level of strategic partnership.

At the beginning of 2022, India and Japan implemented the Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA), which foresees the 

mutual provision of materials and services in the field of defense. In addition, a Mutual Access Agreement (RAA) was signed between 

the two states, which allows the navies to stay and supply in case of war. Apart from that, the Japanese side is looking for ways to work 

together with India on the joint development and production of advanced military equipment.

In particular, New Delhi, which aspires to improve its naval power and shipbuilding capabilities, may consider leveraging Tokyo’s 

technology in the defense industry sector. Japan could assist India in developing an indigenous fifth-generation stealth fighter and 

next-generation warships and submarines.[4] In short, Japan’s desire to develop bilateral relations with India is not in a lower level. 

However, it can be said that India is more willing to strengthen bilateral relations with Japan. This is because New Delhi aims to sur-

round Beijing. Because China began to surround India from the North and South. If India does not get support from Russia and Japan, 

which are the neighboring countries, it will become even more isolated in the region. To get rid of this, the New Delhi administration 

may seek to establish new partnerships and collaborations with Japan in the near future in order to contain China.

On the other hand, Japan has been trying to develop military cooperation with the Indo-Pacific states in recent years. Tokyo govern-

ment signed a Mutual Access Agreement with Australia and the UK, as well as India. Similar agreements are planned with Indonesia 

and Thailand. In addition, Japan offers defense cooperation to Germany and Italy, which are its partners in the G7, to take more active 

role in the Pacific.

Japan, which has recently shown great interest in the Taiwan Strait, is not less likely to increase its presence in the Indo-Pacific in the 

future. In this context, India and Japan are trying to find funds to help Sri Lanka recover from the economic crisis. Moreover, Japan has 

deep historical ties with Sri Lanka and carries out economic projects with groups that it considers close to itself. So, India and Japan 

can act together to counter Chinese influence in Sri Lanka.[5] In this context, another reason why India wants to get closer to Japan in 

the maritime field may be that China has started to operate in the Indian Ocean.

Japan has begun to find itself in an insecure environment due to the ever-increasing threats in its immediate surroundings. Therefore, 

in the new National Security Strategy Document, which is planned to be published in the Autumn of 2022, it is expected that Japan will 

gradually move away from its pacifist structure.
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The Implications of the Open 
Balkan Initiative Summit in 
Serbia
The Open Balkan Initiative, established on July 

29, 2021 by Albania, North Macedonia, and Ser-

bia, has a significant potential for the devel-

opment of regional cooperation. As the name 

suggests, the Open Balkan Initiative summit, 

the last of which was held in Ohrid, North Mac-

edonia, on June 7-8, 2022, is considered a val-

uable summit in terms of the expansion of the 

regional initiative. Prime Minister of Albanian Edi 

Rama, President of Serbia Aleksandar Vucic, 

Prime Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina Zoran 

Tegetlija, and Prime Minister of Montenegro 

Dritan Abazovic attended the summit hosted 

by Prime Minister of North Macedonia Dimi-

tar Kovachevski as observers for the first time. 

Therefore, at the summit in Ohrid, Montenegro 

was expected to be included in the initiative.

The leaders of the Open Balkan Initiative, also 

called the “Mini Schengen Area,” came togeth-

er in Belgrade, two months after the summit in 

Ohrid. Participants from Montenegro and Bos-

nia and Herzegovina to the summit was quite 

intense in numbers, which are currently seen as 

potential candidate countries.Previously, Bos-

nia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, and Kosovo 

refused to participate in the initiative, but Koso-

vo was the only country that refused to partic-
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In this context, it is estimated that the jurisdiction of the Japan Self-Defense Units will be expanded. This situation shows that Japan is 

preparing for new crises that may arise in the region in the following five years. This is not just about the Kuril Islands or North Korea. It 

may also concern possible crises such as Taiwan and Sri Lanka. Therefore, the reason for Japan’s rapprochement with India is to pre-

pare in advance for these crises that are expected to emerge in the Indo-Pacific.

Developing a strategic partnership between the two countries will also have an impact on global and regional geopolitics. This rap-

prochement could primarily change Russia’s relations with Japan. In this context, New Delhi can play a mediator role. The coming 

together of India, Russia and Japan would mean the simultaneous encirclement of China from the West, North and East. While the two 

states agreed on the fight against China; it differs in terms of relations with Russia. Therefore, Russia may be the most important obsta-

cle for Japan and India to develop a strategic partnership. The main factor that brings the two states together is the common interests 

in the Indo-Pacific. As the “Chinese threat” grows, Japan-India relations will move towards strategic partnership.

[1] “Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, EAM Jaishankar to Visit Tokyo for India-Japan 2+2 Meeting”, Deccan Herald, https://www.deccanher-

ald.com/national/defence-minister-rajnath-singh-eam-jaishankar-to-visit-tokyo-for-india-japan-22-meeting-1142904.html, (Date of 

Accession: 08.09.2022).

[2] “At India-Japan 2+2 Meet on Sept 8, Joint Exercises, Defence Cooperation Is Focus”, Hindustan Times, https://www.hindustantimes.

com/india-news/at-india-japan-2-2-meet-on-sept-8-joint-exercises-defence-cooperation-is-focus-101661347630233.html, (Date of 

Accession: 08.09.2022).

[3] “Late PM Shinzo Abe Contributed to Solidify Japan-India Relationships with Landmark Projects: Expert”, The Print, https://theprint.in/

world/late-pm-shinzo-abe-contributed-to-solidify-japan-india-relationships-with-landmark-projects-expert/1092547/, (Date of Ac-

cession: 08.09.2022).

[4] “India, Japan Identify Key Areas of Defence Co-Operation Ahead Of 2+2 Dialogue at Tokyo”, The Hindu Businessline, https://www.

thehindubusinessline.com/news/india-japan-identify-key-areas-for-defence-co-operation-ahead-of-22-dialogue-at-tokyo/arti-

cle65833058.ece, (Date of Accession: 08.09.2022).

[5] “India and Japan Can Unite to Counter Chinese İnfluence in Sri Lanka, Say Experts”, Wio News, https://www.wionews.com/world/india-

and-japan-can-unite-to-counter-chinese-influence-in-sri-lanka-say-experts-513703, (Date of Accession: 08.09.2022).
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A New Actor in Central Asia: 
Germany
Central Asia, as the name suggests, is per-

ceived only as a region in the center of Asia. 

However, its geographical position can be ac-

cepted as a center of a wider area. Therefore, 

in the 19th and 20th centuries, Britain was a rival 

against Tsarist Russia in terms of the “Big Game” 

as a European country in the region. In addition, 

the Theory of Territorial Dominance of Mackind-

er defines Asia, Europe and Africa as an island 

of the world. In that sense, the part including 

Central Asia is defined as “heartland.” Besides, 

island of the world could only be administrated 

by the power, who captures this region.

The various geopolitical importance of Central 

Asia is presented through different theories. At 

that point, it is the center of not only Asia, but 

also a wider geography. Today, there are sig-

nificant findings and studies that suggest Cen-

tral Asia is the center of Eurasia with Caucasus. 

Geopolitical importance of Central Asia is in-

creasing thanks to globalization and multilater-
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“green light” to the claims that the initiative could expand two 

months later.This situation is considered an essential issue for 

the initiative established to constitute regional cooperation in 

economic terms.

Member states call on other Western Balkan countries to par-

ticipate in the Open Balkan Initiative Summit. In this sense, it is 

noteworthy that Albanian Prime Minister Rama frequently called 

the Government of Pristina, especially Kosovo, to be included 

in the initiative. In his speech at the summit, Rama said that if 

Kosovo is included in the Open Balkan Initiative, the problems in 

the country’s north will be resolved. Undoubtedly, these words 

are one of the apparent calls for Kosovo to join the initiative.[5]

Albania is the country closest to Kosovo in terms of bilateral 

relations among the member states of the initiative. On the 

other hand, it is seen that Albania’s relations with Serbia have 

improved due to the positive atmosphere created by the Open 

Balkan Initiative in the region. Therefore, Rama’s statement that 

“Kosovo can solve its problems with Serbia if it joins the initia-

tive” should be considered an introductory statement on the 

political plane. This situation, raises the question of “Can Albania 

be a mediator country in the resolution of the Kosovo-Serbia 

tension?”

In conclusion, it is noteworthy that the meetings held since the 

establishment of the initiative, which aims to develop econom-

ic cooperation at the regional level, have gradually increased. 

In this case, it is seen that the developments in global politics 

have a significant impact. Considering that the world is on the 

edge of a serious food and energy crisis, it can be argued that 

the value of such regional alliances has increased even more. 

Therefore, it can be said that the Open Balkan Initiative offers 

a severe advantage in developing regional cooperation. Al-

though the initiative was established for economic reasons, it 

stands out as a structure that contributes to peace and stabil-

ity in the region where frequent conflicts occur.

[1] “Ključne Poruke Sa Samita ‘Otvoreni Balkan’”, Al Jazeera Balkans, https://balkans.

aljazeera.net/videos/2022/9/2/kljucne-poruke-sa-samita-otvoreni-balkan, (Date of 

Accession: 08.09.2022)

[2] “Vucic: Open Balkan Important For Region’s Economic Future”, Tanjug, http://www.

tanjug.rs/full-view_en.aspx?izb=748063, (Date of Accession: 08.09.2022).

[3] “Energy Crisis, PM Rama Calls on EU to Help Balkan Countries” Albanian Daily News, 

https://albaniandailynews.com/news/energy-crisis-pm-rama-calls-on-eu-to-help-

balkan-countries, (Date of Accession: 08.09.2022).

[4] “Sırbistan’da “Açık Balkan Girişimi” Zirvesi Düzenlendi”, Anadolu Ajansı, https://www.

aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/sirbistanda-acik-balkan-girisimi-zirvesi-duzenlendi/2675218, 

(Date of Accession: 08.09.2022).

[5] “Border Tensions Would Have Been Resolved If Kosovo Was Par of Open Balkans; 

PM”, Albanian Daily News, https://albaniandailynews.com/news/border-tensions-

would-have-been-resolved-if-kosovo-was-part-of-open-balkans-pm-1-1, (Date of 

Accession: 08.09.2022).

ipate in the last summit.In addition, Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Minister 

of Foreign Affairs of Türkiye and Peter Szijjarto, Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of Hungary also attended the summit.

The main agenda topic of the summit was the food and en-

ergy crisis that emerged with the Russia-Ukraine War. In this 

context, some crisis groups have been formed to stabilize the 

food and energy crisis among member countries. In addition, 

cooperation agreements covering the fields of agriculture, cul-

ture, infrastructure, and civil protection were signed between 

the countries belonging to the initiative.[1]

The messages given in the statements made by the Open Bal-

kan leaders at the summit are of critical importance. Serbian 

President Vucic emphasized that the Open Balkan Initiative is 

essential for cooperation and economic development.[2] The 

main agenda of Albanian Prime Minister Rama was the ener-

gy crisis. Rama called on the EU to financially support Albania 

and the Open Balkan Initiative member states and stated that 

the union should not repeat the mistakes during the Covid-19 

epidemic. In his explanation on the subject, Rama used the fol-

lowing statements:[3]

“This winter is likely to be the hardest we have encountered. We 

have not had easy winters in the Balkans. Today, as we speak, 

there are hours of power outages in Kosovo. This is a fact. Brit-

ain, France or Germany, plans are being presented to cut off 

the energy. Same as during the pandemic to save electricity. 

The EU should not repeat what it did during the pandemic. The 

EU closed itself and saw only within the walls of its own castle.”

On the other hand, the Prime Minister of North Macedonia, Kova-

cevski, said that it is crucial for the countries to work together 

to have an easy winter and progress toward the EU. Tegeltija, 

Chairman of the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzego-

vina, who attended the summit as an observer, stated that his 

country has not yet participated in the Open Balkan Initiative 

and said, “I hope that Bosnia and Herzegovina will be a part of 

the Open Balkan, apart from attending the summit as a guest.”

The statements are read to signal that Bosnia and Herzego-

vina will be included in the “Initiative Staff” in the coming days. 

Montenegro Prime Minister Abazovic, who also attended the 

summit as an observer like Bosnia and Herzegovina, empha-

sized that his country supports the Open Balkan and said, “This 

is an important way of dialogue and agreement that needs to 

be supported.” found in the statement.[4] Therefore, the Heads 

of State of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Montenegro gave the 
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new alternatives for overcoming the negative effect of energy dependence on Russia. Third, Germany desires to increase its presence 

in Central Asia against Russia and China. It can be stated that the main reason for this policy is the desire to be a remaining global 

power. Finally, the presence of Germans in Central Asia forces Germany to be interested in this region. In this context, trying to be a new 

actor in Central Asia, Germany means a new economic partner for the states of the region.

[1] “Germany and Central Asia”, Federal Foreign Office, 2010, https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/blob/1496762/51488be16e2241241b-

09f76e156f5867/zentralasien-engl-data.pdf, (Date of Accession: 07.09.2022).

[2] Nate Schenkkan, “The Sad Story of Central Asia’s German Community May Be Ending”, The Atlantic, https://www.theatlantic.com/inter-

national/archive/2011/11/the-sad-story-of-central-asias-german-community-may-be-ending/248137/, (Date of Accession: 07.09.2022).

[3] “O’zbekiston va Germaniya prezidentlari YeI doirasida muloqotni rivojlantirishni muhokama qildilar”, Gazeta.uz, https://www.gazeta.uz/

oz/2022/08/29/germany/, (Date of Accession: 07.09.2022).

[4] “Participation of the Ambassador in the webinar titled “Environmental Protection Technologies with a focus on hydropower and 

water supply””, Embassy of the Republic of Tajikistan in the Federal Republic of Germany, https://mfa.tj/en/berlin/view/10882/partic-

ipation-of-the-ambassador-in-the-webinar-titled-environmental-protection-technologies-with-a-focus-on-hydropower-and-wa-

ter-supply, (Date of Accession: 07.09.2022).

[5] “Kazakh President receives German economic delegation”, Kazinform, https://www.inform.kz/en/kazakh-president-receives-ger-

man-economic-delegation_a3975409, (Date of Accession: 07.09.2022).

[6] “Kazakhstan could increase its exports to Germany to 1bn euros – Roman Sklyar”, Kazinform, https://www.inform.kz/en/kazakhstan-

could-increase-its-exports-to-germany-to-1bn-euros-roman-sklyar_a3975503, (Date of Accession: 07.09.2022).

[7] Aida Haidar, “Kazakhstan to Welcome 44 Foreign Companies Relocating from Russia”, The Astana Times, https://astanatimes.

com/2022/09/kazakhstan-to-welcome-44-foreign-companies-relocating-from-russia/, (Date of Accession: 07.09.2022).
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al foreign policy of the region’s states including Kazakhstan. Therefore, the value of the region, that is neighboring the powers such as 

Russia, China and India, and who has rich underground resources is increasing. In that context, many countries in the world desire to 

increase their relations with Central Asian countries.

Lately, Germany is the one of the countries that has attention to Central Asia. Germany, a country counted as one of the most devel-

oped countries in terms of economy, has become the third trade partner of Central Asia, following Russia and China. 8 billion euros 

of the 27-billion-euro trade volume of the European Union (EU) belong to Germany. 250 thousand of Germans living in Central Asia in 

that period is a significant detail here.[1] Since the Soviet Union has exiled Germans, gathered in the 1940s, to Central Asia.[2]

It is possible to say that there is continuing interest of Germany to the Central Asia even though the exiled Germans returned back to 

their countries. Because, in the latest period, it is crucial that Germany increased communication between the Central Asian states 

in different levels and in various issues.

Primarily, Mr. Shavkat Mirziyoyev, the President of Uzbekistan held a phone call with the President of Germany Frank-Walter Steinmei-

er on August 29, 2022. The leaders discussed the short-term cooperation and long-term partnership. In addition to that, leader of 

Germany congratulate the independence of Uzbekistan and mentioned the issues of regional cooperation and peacemaking in Af-

ghanistan. On the other hand, German corporations are opening new factories and the trade volume between the countries rapidly 

increasing.[3]

Another significant call has come from Tajikistan. Imomudin Sattarov, Ambassador of Tajikistan to Germany has attended to the 

online webinar “Environment Protection Technologies Focused on the Provision of Hydroelectric and Water”, to where Embassy of Du-

shanbe of Germany, Asian Development Bank (ADB), United States of America Agency of International Development (USAID), German 

Agency of Foreign Economic Affairs and various corporations also attended.

Sattorov has indicated that Tajikistan stands by the development of relations with Germany in terms of economics and investment. 

He clarified that strengthening cooperation in the areas of hydroelectric and renewable energy resources especially in terms of 

“green” economy and implementation of co-investment projects are promising areas.[4]

Germany has also increased connections with Kazakhstan. Mr. Qasim-Jomart Tokayev, the President of Kazakhstan has hosted an 

economic committee of Germany. The Kazakh leader has indicated that they are ready for deepening partnership in terms of ener-

gy, industry, agriculture, transport and logistics, education, science and education of technical human resources, and that they are 

ready for preparing appropriate environment for German investments.[5] In addition, Roman Sklyar, the First Deputy Prime Minister of 

Kazakhstan has expressed that Kazakhstan can increase the export to Germany to 1 billion euros.[6]

On the other hand, on September 6, 2022, Kazakh-German Business Forum was held in Nur-Sultan. Deputy Foreign Minister of Kazakh-

stan has declared that they signed an agreement on moving of offices and employees of 40 German corporations to Kazakhstan.[7] 

This development shows that Kazakhstan transforms it geopolitical position into geoeconomic chance.

As a result, the relations of Germany and the Central Asian states are developing at multidimensional and various levels. There are 

many reasons for Germany’s inclination towards Central Asia. Primarily, Germany wishes to reach wider markets. Secondly, it turns to 
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North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) updated its mission definition not as a defense alliance, but as a joint security organization. 

While NATO’s tasks under Article 5 remain important, the non-military dimensions of security are also crucial. In addition, the European 

Union (EU) has improved its defense and security capabilities since the 1990s and has become one of the main pillars of European 

security together with NATO. The EU, by defining itself with concepts such as soft power and normative power, has focused on non-mili-

tary issues of security, and has put itself in a role that complements NATO. However, the war in Ukraine has greatly shaken this structure, 

which was formed after the Cold War in European security. It is possible to explain this situation through various determinations.

First, it has been understood that NATO’s common defence role under Article 5 still important. In other words, the strategy, which requires 

a common response to a possible military attack on one of the member states and in this sense is based on deterrence, is still one of 

NATO’s core missions. Although Russia does not threaten a concrete attack against a NATO country, it has stated from time to time that 

it will not hesitate to resort to this option if necessary. In fact, NATO’s new strategic concept underscores the deterioration of peace in 

Europe and the need to strengthen NATO’s deterrence potential as a nuclear alliance.

Second, the threat perception posed by Russia has strengthened the sense of solidarity among European countries, and for the first 

time in the post-Cold War era, NATO members have united in such a strong sense of common destiny. Although it is difficult to predict 

in advance the direction in which this sense of partnership will evolve in the future, NATO, who began to experience an identity problem 

with the end of the Cold War, has strengthened its position at the center of European security. The fact that two neutral states such as 

Sweden and Finland have decided to become members of NATO is also an indication of this situation.

Third, the growing sense of solidarity in Europe, on the one hand, and the growing importance of deterrence potential, and on the oth-

er, have strengthened the role of the United States (US) in European security. Moreover, the main source of NATO’s deterrent capacity 

is the American nuclear arsenal. Therefore, European countries have become more in need of military power of the US in the face of 

the threat they perceive from Russia. In this context, the Transatlantic security relations, which followed a bumpy course after the Cold 

War, seem to follow a positive course in the short and mid-term. In other words, the two sides of the Atlantic have once again strongly 

remembered that they are members of the same security bloc.

Fourth, it is likely that the US and European cooperation will increase not only in the field of security, but also in international politics 

and economic issues in general. The US has identified balancing the dynamics of China and Russia as its main foreign policy priority. 

However, it has not succeeded in this foreign policy goal to the desired extent at the point of convincing its allies. European countries 

did not perceive Russia and China as threatening actors as much as the US, and they approached neutral to the policies pursued by 

the US against these countries. After the Russia-Ukraine War, the chances of the US adopting its own foreign policy priorities to its allies 

increased. The growing multipolarity in international politics is evolving into a distinction between Western hegemonic powers and ris-

ing powers in the East. However, these divisions still have vague lines, and it is difficult to predict in advance which way the international 

system will evolve into. Despite this difficulty, it is possible to say that the cooperation between the US and Europe has gained significant 

momentum.

Fifth, the increasing role of the US in European security, although it may seem contradictory, means that European countries are taking 

more responsibility. The increasing importance of hard power elements has made it necessary for Europe not only to rely on the US in 

this regard, but also to strengthen its own defense capacity. On the other hand, non-European security guarantees and alliance struc-

tures remain vital in the policy that the US will pursue against China and Russia. For the US to pursue an effective balancing policy in 

Asia, it will need to leave the security and defense burden it assumes in Europe to its allies to a greater extent. Examples such as Sweden 

and Finland’s NATO memberships and Germany’s increase in the defence budget show that European countries are more willing than 

in the past to shoulder this burden.
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The Transatlantic Security 
After the Russia-Ukraine War
Russia’s attack on Ukraine has shattered the 

perceptions that the instrument of “hard pow-

er” used in international politics has lost its influ-

ence. Counterintuitively, military conflicts have 

not ended in the post-Cold War period, and 

hard power has not lost its importance. Howev-

er, issues such as the mutual increase in eco-

nomic dependence, the importance of identity 

problems, and the difficulties of achieving po-

litical goals by military force have strengthened 

the views on the necessity of soft power. In the 

recent period, it is understood that these views 

should be discussed again.

A similar picture emerges in terms of European 

security. It is known that after the Cold War, the 
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Symbol of Searching for
Cooperation from Regional to 
Global in the Multipolar World: 
SCO Samarkand Summit
The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 

Leaders’ Summit, held in Samarkand, one of the 

ancient cities of Uzbekistan, which stands out 

with its historical and spiritual importance on 

September 15-16, 2022, attracts the attention 

of the international public because it hosts 

the presidents of 15 countries. In this context, it 

is possible to interpret the summit in question 

in terms of two dimensions. The first of these 

is the current situation and future projection of 

the SCO. The second is the Presidency of Uz-

bekistan.
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In short, although it is too early to discuss the long-term effects of the Russia-Ukraine War on the European security architecture, it is 

possible to say that the military dimension of security has regained importance and that relations with the US will be reconsidered in 

this regard. However, at this point, there are some factors that prevent a healthy prediction for the future. Europe is paying a heavy 

price for the sanctions imposed on Russia.  Because the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic have not yet been overcome, and an en-

ergy crisis has also been encountered. On the other hand, it is also uncertain how to deal with the climate crisis, which is making its 

presence felt more and more every day.

Consequently, the international system has entered into such an interdependence in the last 30 years politically, economically and 

socially. The increasing political tensions within this system create great problems for all actors. Therefore, the sustainability of political 

tensions and geopolitical conflicts in the international system poses a big question mark. In this context, it is not easy at all to predict 

in advance whether Europe’s security interests, expectations, goals and strategies at the international level will be compatible with 

the US in the long term.
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Of course, this is not only the message of Uzbekistan; it is also the message of the SCO. Therefore, it can be stated that the SCO’s role 

as a strong economic cooperation organization in regional and global integration processes will be based on a culture of assistance 

and solidarity that can be characterized as the “Spirit of Samarkand”. Mr. Mirziyoyev expressed the situation in question in his article with 

the following words:[6]

“The ancient city of Samarkand, considered the pearl of the Great Silk Road, is ready to welcome the leaders of fourteen countries of 

the world with new breakthrough proposals and initiatives designed to serve the benefit and prosperity of the SCO and its member 

countries.”

As a result, on the one hand, Uzbekistan established strong relations with the West; On the other hand, it is one of the most important 

architects of cooperation in the East in accordance with the multi-vector and multi-dimensional diplomacy approach that it applies in 

its foreign policy. Therefore, in today’s conjuncture, in which the global economy and power are shifting to Asia, Uzbekistan is positioned 

as a pole star with its guiding attitude towards cooperation in the heart of Eurasia and becomes the most critical actor in the East-West 

connection. This success of the Tashkent administration greatly contributes to the SCO’s becoming a center of attraction in terms of 

international cooperation.

[1] Mehmet Seyfettin Erol, “Term Presidency of Uzbekistan and Transformation of SCO from Regionality to Global”, ANKASAM, https://www.

ankasam.org/term-presidency-of-uzbekistan-and-transformation-of-sco-from-regionality-to-global/?lang=en/, (Date of Accession: 

16.09.2022).

[2] Shavkat Mirziyoyev, “Şanghay İşbirliği Örgütü’nün Semerkant Zirvesi: Küreselleşen Bir Dünyada Diyalog ve İşbirliği”, ANKASAM, https://

www.ankasam.org/sanghay-isbirligi-orgutunun-semerkant-zirvesi-kuresellesen-bir-dunyada-diyalog-ve-isbirligi-1/, (Date of Accession: 

16.09.2022).

[3] “SCO Energy Club: structure ready for international interaction, not Shanghai Six’s elite club”, Infoshos, http://infoshos.ru/en/?idn=13913, 

(Date of Accession: 22.08.2022).

[4] “ŞİÖ Zirvesi Özbekistan’ın Semerkant Şehrinde Başladı”, Anadolu Ajansı, https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/sio-zirvesi-ozbekistan-in-se-

merkant-sehrinde-basladi/2686492, (Date of Accession: 16.09.2022)

[5] Mirziyoyev, a.g.m.

[6] Ibid.
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First of all, it should be emphasized that the SCO stands out as a constructive organization that focuses on cooperation from regional 

to global.[1] In the words of the President of Uzbekistan, Mr. Shavkat Mirziyoyev, the SCO, which is a successful regional cooperation 

model[2], is turning into a strong cooperation platform that represents the efforts towards multipolarity in the international system. As 

a matter of fact, it is seen that India and Pakistan became members of the SCO in 2017, Iran’s membership was accepted in 2021, and 

there were concrete developments towards Belarus’ membership at this summit. For this reason, it can be said that the SCO has a 

tendency to expand. Moreover, it is seen that the number of observer members and dialogue partners of the SCO is increasing day 

by day. As a matter of fact, with the Samarkand Summit, the process for Bahrain and Maldives to become “Dialogue Partners” has 

been started.

The SCO countries, which currently host almost half of the world’s population, have 25% of global oil reserves, 35% of coal reserves, 

more than 50% of natural gas reserves and almost half of uranium reserves.[3] This causes the point for the SCO to become a stronger 

economic integration organization with each passing day. Undoubtedly, parallel to the prominence of the economic role of the SCO, 

the weight and prestige of the organization in the international system and, accordingly, the interest of various states in the SCO are 

increasing.

However, this cooperative and constructive approach is not limited with the economy and focuses on various issues, especially 

regional security. For this reason, it can be said that the Samarkand Summit focused on constructive efforts regarding the Afghan 

Problem, which is one of the most important security issues of the member states.

In addition, nearly 30 documents were signed at the summit.[4] The most striking issue among the documents in question is the de-

velopment of transportation infrastructures; so it’s about the corridors. Because this is a concrete indication that the SCO is building 

bridges of cooperation, not new blocks, in the world that is evolving into multipolarity.

On the other hand, the documents in question mainly reveal the second dimension of the issue; that is, it reflects the achievements 

of Uzbekistan’s term presidency. Because the resulting texts are the success of the constructive diplomacy understanding of the 

Tashkent administration. Since Uzbekistan became a member of the SCO in 2001, it has assumed critical responsibilities in regional 

and interregional cooperation processes, especially in Central Asia. The Tashkent administration is becoming the central actor in the 

search for international cooperation, especially thanks to Mr. Mirziyoyev’s prudent and visionary leadership approach. This situation 

confirmed once again the reality of the “New Uzbekistan” on the occasion of the SCO Term Presidency.

The “New Uzbekistan” has taken important steps to strengthen the authority and position of the SCO in today’s conjuncture, where 

global confidence crises are deepening and geopolitical contradictions are increasing. In this context, Mr. Mirziyoyev’s article titled 

“SCO Samarkand Summit: Dialogue and Cooperation in a Globalizing World” states that “promoting multifaceted cooperation through 

ensuring regional security constitutes the success story of the SCO.”[5] The message of the Tashkent administration has clearly re-

vealed the point of view of Uzbekistan and the constructive stance it has put forward.

At this point, it can be said that the organization of the summit in Samarkand has a symbolic importance reflecting thousands of 

years of cooperation. Because Samarkand, as a 2500-year-old city of culture, civilization and commerce, has a strong message 

about the breakthroughs of the SCO under the term presidency of Uzbekistan.
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the work of “Determination of Nation-State Borders in Central Asia”, which was carried out under the auspices of the Soviet Union ad-

ministration of the period between 1924 and 1936.

Currently, all the Central Asian states are witnessing border disputes. Although agreements on the determination of borders have been 

signed between the countries of the region, the process of drawing the borders has not yet been completed. However, as a result of 

long and intensive negotiations, the disputes on the borders of Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan,[1] Kazakhstan-Kyrgyzstan,[2] Uzbekistan-Kyr-

gyzstan[3] and Uzbekistan-Tajikistan[4]  were resolved. The most difficult situation is the occasional use of weapons and the occurrence 

of conflicts with fatal consequences. The main address of these conflicts is the Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan border, as seen once again as of 

September 16, 2022. The length of the border between the two countries is 984 km. The section that is the subject of dispute is not the 

longest part of the border, but it constitutes about 46% of it. However, it is stated that progress has been made in the negotiation pro-

cesses on a significant part of this 46%.

On the other hand, there are various factors that make it difficult to solve the border problems between Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. Be-

cause the parties have difficulty in solving the problems due to reasons such as transportation, water and land sharing..Moreover, nei-

ther country is willing to make concessions either politically or economically. Tertiary actors also have an impact on the failure to solve 

border problems. Therefore, the regional policies of the great powers complicate the peace processes. However, despite everything, 

it is seen that the countries of the region have recently tried to overcome the controversial issues by developing the dialogue among 

themselves.

As it is known, Russia turned its direction to Eastern Europe by declaring war on Ukraine on February 24, 2022. No matter how compre-

hensive and multilateral cooperation the US wants with the Turkic republics, it is geographically distant from the region. In this case, the 

countries of Central Asia can solve many problems, including border problems, without the influence of external Powers.

The President of Kyrgyzstan, Mr. Sadyr Japarov, stated at the 4th Central Asian Heads of State Consultation Meeting held in Cholpan-Ata, 

Kyrgyzstan on July 21, 2022, that work on the determination of borders with Uzbekistan and Tajikistan continues. In addition, Mr. Japarov 

mentioned the importance of taking mutual steps to finalize the borders. Thus, the President of Kyrgyzstan stated that it is possible to 

turn “the Fergana Valley into a real Central Asian oasis of peace”[5] and put forward an approach that prioritizes common interests 

among the states of the region.

The Fergana Valley, once known as the ”intersection of Ancient Greek, Chinese, Bactrian and Parthian civilizations” and a developed 

transit point on the Historical Silk Road, also complicates communication among Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Therefore, the 

creation of a stable and prosperous Central Asia requires that disputes related to the valley be left in the past with a pragmatic ap-

proach based on cooperation.

Currently, the Fergana Valley could become an important regional hub uniting countries such as China, Kazakhstan, Iran and Afghan-

istan. This potential can be instrumental in increasing the geoeconomic importance of all states that are party to border problems. 

Therefore, the message given by Mr. Japarov in Cholpan-Ata can be described as the road map of strong Central Asia.

Similarly, Tajikistan has a constructive approach to resolving the issue by peaceful means. In fact, during his visit to Tajikistan’s Sogdi 

region on April 17, 2022, the President of Tajikistan Imamali Rahman went to the city of Isfara and expressed the need to solve border 

problems during a conversation with the people here. Moreover, Mr. Rahman described the determination of the borders between the 

two countries as one of his main priorities in foreign policy.[6]
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Efforts to Solve Border
Problems on the Kyrgyzstan
Tajikistan Line
On September 16, 2022, armed conflicts re-

sumed on the border between Kyrgyzstan and 

Tajikistan. This has once again demonstrated 

the need to solve the border problems in the 

region. Essentially, border disputes between the 

Central Asian states began to arise during the 

period of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-

lics/the Soviet Union (USSR).

The main reason for the discussions is that the 

borders drawn violate the natural structure of 

the region. The borders drawn during the So-

viet period were determined according to the 

conditions and conjuncture of the period. This 

situation led to a number of conflicts after the 

collapse of the Soviet Union. The establishment 

of the Central Asian republics and the creation 

of borders between them were the product of 
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A New Challenge for the 
Western Balkans:
The Energy Crisis
With the disintegration of Yugoslavia in the 

1990s in the Western Balkans, the region’s social, 

economic, and political transformation and the 

process of integration into the European Union 

(EU), in other words, to the West, started. This 

trend continues today. Although positive steps 

have been taken throughout this period, many 

issues threatening regional stability, especial-

ly economic and political problems, contin-

ue throughout the region. It can be said that 

among the problems are increased extreme 

nationalism, separatist discourses, corruption, 

unemployment, and low level of welfare. How-

ever, at the point reached today, it can be said 

that the energy issue has come to the fore.

When the energy portfolios of the countries in 

the region are analyzed, a connected energy 

network emerges. The most important feature 

of this network is that the countries of the re-

gion are foreign-dependent in energy, espe-

cially natural gas and oil. On the other hand, 

Mustafa
ÇUHADAR
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In addition, the Tajik leader stated that negotiations are of great importance in order to overcome the current problems and called 

on the people of the region to act tolerantly within the framework of good neighborly relations. In this context, Mr. Rahman said that 

the process is complicated and that time is needed, but he also emphasized that efforts for peace are too important to be ignored.[7]

Moreover, the fate of the Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan border concerns not only Bishkek and Dushanbe, but also neighboring capitals, espe-

cially Tashkent and Nur-Sultan. In this context, the following words of the President of Kazakhstan, Mr. Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, provide 

a course for the process:[8]

“All the controversial issues can be resolved only by peaceful means, respecting the basic principles of international law. Delaying or 

ignoring problems and escalating tensions could override all efforts to improve Central Asia-centric cooperation processes. Kazakh-

stan knows from its own experience that the process of legal registration of borders is very complex and complicated. However, it is 

ready to help the solve this problem.”

Consequently, no matter how difficult the process of clarifying the Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan border, the leaders of the Central Asian 

countries are aware that any dispute within the region will serve actors who want to destabilize the region. This situation makes the 

resolution of disputes indispensable for all states. Moreover, it is obvious that the conflicts in the region will reflect negatively on all of 

Central Asia in the context of radicalization and terrorism. Furthermore, an incident that will break out in the Fergana Valley may even 

lead to a regional war. Therefore, it can be said that the actors are careful to carry out a constructive process based on dialogue.

[1] “О внесении на рассмотрение Президента Республики Казахстан предложения о подписании Соглашения между Республикой Казахстан и 

Туркменистаном о демаркации казахстанско-туркменской государственной границы”, Adilet, http://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P1700000187, (Date of Ac-

cession: 07.09.2022).

[2] “О ратификации Договора между Республикой Казахстан и Кыргызской Республикой о демаркации казахстанско-кыргызской государственной 

границы”, Adilet, http://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/Z1800000189, (Date of Accession: 07.09.2022).

[3] “Узбекистан и Кыргызстан договорились по двум участкам границы”, Anadolu Ajansı, https://www.aa.com.tr/ru/заголовки-дня/узбекистан-и-

кыргызстан-договорились-по-двум-участкам-границы/1206126 (Date of Accession:  07.09.2022).

[4] “О ратификации Договора между Республикой Узбекистан и Республикой Таджикистан об отдельных участках узбекско-таджикской 

государственной границы”, Аdolat, https://lex.uz/ru/docs/3805142 (Date of Accession:  07.09.2022).

[5] “Таджикистан и Кыргызстан за год согласовали еще 80 км линии госграницы”, Radio Ozodi, https://rus.ozodi.org/a/31954841.html (Erişim tarihi: 

07.09.2022)

[6] “Эмомали Рахмон заявил, что выступает за скорейшее решение приграничных вопросов с Кыргызстаном”, Azattyk, , (Date of Accession: 07.09.2022).

[7] Aynı yer.

[8] “Казахстан готов оказать содействие в установлении границ другим странам ЦА”, Liter, https://liter.kz/kazakhstan-gotov-okazat-sodeistvie-v-ustano-

vlenii-granits-drugim-stranam-tsentralnoi-azii-1658383045/ (Date of Accession: 07.09.2022).
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ergy monopoly and diversifying its energy basket is vital for the 

EU’s energy security. In this context, it can be expected that the 

EU will accelerate its initiatives to ensure energy security and 

lead the countries in the region to work more together. This will 

play a vital role in the ongoing rivalry between Russia and the 

West.

As a result, at this point, the energy crisis foreseen in the Bal-

kans has started to become a reality. Because the possibility 

of an energy crisis in the region has always existed, but the de-

velopments accelerate this situation even more. Although the 

region’s existing practices are insufficient to prevent this energy 

crisis, they are only short-term solutions. In this context, the re-

gion must take long-term and concrete steps to overcome the 

energy crisis.

On the other hand, recent regional developments have pushed 

the EU to increase its regional presence and visibility. At this 

point, the EU may need to increase its energy engagements 

in the Western Balkans. At the beginning of this, it is crucial to 

diversify the region’s energy basket and create new energy 

routes by turning the region’s location into an opportunity and 

cooperation. Although the energy market in the Balkans is not 

very large, it can be said that the region can play an essential 

role in the energy security of the EU due to its location because 

the importance given to energy security in the Western Balkans 

may enable the implementation of a more comprehensive 

and applicable energy concept for Europe.

[1] “Russia Has Turned off Nord Stream 1. Here’s What It Means for the EU”, Euronews, https://www.eu-

ronews.com/my-europe/2022/09/07/russia-has-turned-off-nord-stream-1-heres-what-it-means-

for-the-eu, (Date of Accession: 10.09.2022).

[2] “Sjeverna Makedonija proglasila energetsku krizu”, Slobodna Evropa, https://www.slobodnaev-

ropa.org/a/sjeverna-makedonija-proglasila-energetsku-krizu/32004758.html, (Date of Accession: 

10.09.2022).

[3] “Kosovo* adopts Emergency Measures to Secure Electricity Supply”, Balkan Green Energy News, 

https://balkangreenenergynews.com/kosovo-adopts-emergency-measures-to-secure-electrici-

ty-supply/, (Date of Accession: 10.09.2022).

[4] “Serbia doesn’t Have Enough Coal for Winter, Trade Unionist from EPS Warns”, Balkan Green Energy 

News, https://balkangreenenergynews.com/serbia-doesnt-have-enough-coal-for-winter-trade-un-

ionist-from-eps-warns/, (Date of Accession: 10.09.2022).

[5] “Abazović apelovao da MKI donese set mjera za uštedu struje”, Vijesti, https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/

ekonomija/620309/abazovic-apelovao-da-mki-donese-set-mjera-za-ustedu-struje, (Date of Acces-

sion: 10.09.2022).

[6] “Premijeri S. Makedonije i Bugarske razgovarali o energetskoj podršci”, Al Jazeera Balkans, https://

balkans.aljazeera.net/videos/2022/9/5/premijeri-s-makedonije-i-bugarske-razgovarali-o-energet-

skoj-podrsci, (Date of Accession: 10.09.2022).

[7] “Albanija i Srbija potpisale memorandum o saradnji u energetici i rudarstvu”, Balkan Green Energy 

News, https://balkangreenenergynews.com/rs/albanija-i-srbija-potpisale-memorandum-o-saradn-

ji-u-energetici-i-rudarstvu/, (Date of Accession: 10.09.2022).

[8] “Croatia to Consider Increase in Capacity of Krk LNG Terminal”, Euractiv, https://www.euractiv.com/

section/politics/short_news/croatia-to-consider-increase-in-capacity-of-krk-lng-terminal/, (Date of 

Accession: 10.09.2022).

[9] “Open Balkan Leaders Call for EU Help with Looming Energy Crisis”, Euractiv https://www.euractiv.

com/section/enlargement/news/open-balkan-leaders-call-for-eu-help-with-looming-energy-cri-

sis/, (Date of Accession: 10.09.2022).

It is expected that the region’s countries will diversify their en-

ergy baskets to successfully transition to green energy and re-

duce their dependence on foreign energy. Although the recent 

increase in hydroelectric power plant investments in the region 

is promising, it is observed that the energy crisis brought about 

by the Russia-Ukraine War interrupted this step and increased 

the use of coal. However, diversification of the energy basket is 

perhaps the most applicable item on the list.

It can be foreseen that the region’s countries will take steps to 

improve their cooperation to get out of the energy crisis rel-

atively unscathed. In this context, it is not a coincidence that 

the energy issue is also on the agenda in the negotiations be-

tween North Macedonia and Bulgaria. Moreover, both countries 

emphasized increasing cooperation.[6] Undoubtedly, econom-

ic cooperation will play an essential role in improving energy 

security.

On the other hand, a memorandum of cooperation in energy 

and mining was signed between Albania and Serbia. On the 

occasion of the agreement, it is planned to increase coopera-

tion in the energy and mining sectors, especially constructing 

a liquefied natural gas (LNG) warehouse in Albania.[7] In addi-

tion, it is seen that the region’s countries focus on hydroelectric 

power plant investments to reduce foreign dependency. This 

step will have positive outcomes in the field of energy for the 

Western Balkans, a mountainous region rich in water resources.

On the other hand, Croatia has announced that it will increase 

the capacity of the LNG warehouse located in the Krk region. 

This development is not only for Croatia; It can be interpreted 

as a positive initiative for the region’s countries to benefit from 

the capacity.[8]

As expected, energy investments may pave the way for cre-

ating new natural gas pipelines and energy storage areas, 

especially in line with bilateral agreements. In addition, the re-

gion has the task of a corridor in almost every sector. For this 

reason, the energy measures to be taken are also necessary 

for EU countries. Therefore, the leaders of the Western Balkan 

countries, who recently came together under the Open Balkan 

Initiative, focus on cooperation in many fields, including energy. 

This indicates that the importance of the initiative will increase. 

In addition, Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic’s emphasis on 

the importance of the EU’s help and energy support is an event 

that cannot be ignored.[9]

Head of EU Foreign and Security Policy Josep Borrell, drawing 

attention to the proximity of the Balkans to Europe, affirmed the 

region’s role in the energy field, stating that ending Russia’s en-
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hand, North Macedonia, one of the countries in the region, an-

nounced that it declared an emergency in the field of energy 

in August 2022;[2] while Kosovo’s declaration that it has imple-

mented emergency measures to secure the electricity sup-

ply,[3] can be interpreted as an indicator of the crisis spreading 

throughout the region.

In addition to all these, Serbia, which predicts that even though 

it has close relations with Russia, it will also suffer from this cri-

sis, announced in August of 2022 that there is not enough coal 

supply and stated that the approaching winter is full of uncer-

tainties.[4]

In Montenegro, technically incumbent Prime Minister Dritan 

Abazovic stated that the country imports electricity and the 

cost of this is an unbearable burden for Montenegro with the 

energy crisis and emphasized that he is not sure how long the 

Montenegro economy will last.[5]

In this context, it is possible to say that the reflections of the 

energy crisis experienced in Europe have begun to appear in 

the Balkans. Considering the fragile economies of the countries 

in the region, it can be argued that any crisis will have severe 

economic consequences. Moreover, these economic conse-

quences will endanger stability in the area. It is evaluated that 

the regional balances became fragile after the Russia-Ukraine 

War. Therefore, the economic depression to be experienced 

may trigger the frozen crises in the region. This will have dire 

consequences not only for the Balkans but also for the Euro-

pean states.

At this point, it is helpful to state that the Western Balkans is a 

part of Europe in terms of its location. Therefore, the energy se-

curity of the continent in a way depends on this region. In other 

words, the West, which wants to prevent the deepening of the 

energy crisis, is expected to cooperate with the region’s coun-

tries. It can be said that there is a long list of what the regional 

countries and the EU will do to ensure energy security in the 

Balkans. At the beginning of this list, starting the harmonization 

process with the EU and taking concrete steps in the energy 

sector come first. In addition, it can be foreseen that efforts for 

harmonization and coordination will be increased in the transi-

tion to green energy, where renewable energy plays a key role. 

The Sofia Declaration, signed in 2020, is an example of efforts 

in this direction in the region. However, the intense use of coal 

energy in the area complicates the transition to green energy 

and undermines the adaptation processes. At this point, anoth-

er item on the list comes to the fore. This is the diversification of 

the energy basket.

although the countries of the region, which entered into a 

struggle for development after the events in the 1990s, focused 

on diversifying their energy policies by trying to invest in the en-

ergy field, at this point, energy comes to the fore as a problem 

in the Western Balkans.

The problem has reached a different dimension with Russia’s 

attack on Ukraine on February 24, 2022. Because the West, 

reacting to this attack on Russia, has implemented various 

sanctions targeting the Moscow administration. However, the 

sanctions created a boomerang effect and brought along an 

energy crisis in Europe. The dependence of many European 

countries on Russia in the field of energy further deepened the 

crisis. Because of this dependency, Moscow turned the situation 

into an opportunity, used its energy card against the West, and 

suspended the natural gas flow to European countries.

When the developments are analyzed, it is seen that Russia has 

cut off the natural gas flow to the countries that refuse to pay 

in rubles due to energy supply. After the sanctions, Russia an-

nounced that the Nord Stream-1 Natural Gas Pipeline was sus-

pended due to “repair.”[1] This has led to the assessment that 

the winter will be challenging throughout Europe. European 

countries, which started to take measures against the energy 

problem, began to increase energy prices. As a result, people 

organized protests, as in the Czech Republic and Germany.

The repercussions of this crisis on energy in Europe began to 

be felt in the Western Balkans. The region, which acts as a cor-

ridor between the West and the East and has geopolitical and 

geostrategic importance, also plays a critical role in energy 

security. However, the power cuts experienced throughout the 

region, especially in the winter months since 2021, reveal that 

the energy crisis has shifted towards the Western Balkans. In 

other words, the fact that the region’s countries have a sen-

sitive structure in terms of energy security and are mainly de-

pendent on Russia pushes the states here to seek a solution to 

the problem.

When the energy baskets of the countries in the region are ex-

amined, it is seen that countries such as Serbia, North Mace-

donia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina use coal, which is one of 

the fossil fuels, except for Albania, where hydroelectric power 

plants are relatively common, and it is understood that they 

are largely dependent on Russia for natural gas supply. The EU’s 

non-compliance with its sanctions against Russia ensured that 

Bosnia, Herzegovina, and Serbia were relatively unaffected by 

Russia’s energy cuts. However, this energy crisis will inevitably 

not be affected by the Western Balkans due to rising prices 

and the regression of the country’s economies. On the other 
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Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) Chief Energy Advisor Dr. Cenk Pala’s evaluations on 

the energy crisis were shared in Sputnik Spanish.

14 September 2022

ANKASAM Chief Advisor to the President, Retired Ambassador Aydın Nurhan, evaluated the Azerbaijan-

Armenia issue at TRT Arabi.

14 September 2022

The award ceremony was attended by ANKASAM Central Asia Expert Emrah Kaya, who won the first prize with his 

article titled “The Construction Process of New Kazakhstan” in the “New Kazakhstan Through the Eyes of Foreign Media” 

competition organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, was published in The Astana Times.

14 September 2022

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) Chief Advisor to the President and Retired Ambassador 

Aydın Nurhan evaluated the latest developments in the Azerbaijan-Armenia border line on TVNet.

15 September 2022

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) President Prof. Dr. Mehmet Seyfettin Erol evaluated 

Azerbaijan state television, AZ TV, on the 104th anniversary of the liberation of Baku.

15 September 2022

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) President Prof. Dr. Mehmet Seyfettin Erol evaluated the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Leaders’ Summit held in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, on the National Channel.

16 September 2022

The award ceremony was attended by ANKASAM Central Asia Expert Emrah Kaya, who won the first prize with his article 

titled “The Construction Process of New Kazakhstan” in the “New Kazakhstan Through the Eyes of Foreign Media” competition 

organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, was broadcast on the Kazakhstan-based GURK news portal.

15 September 2022

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) Asia-Pacific Research Assistant Mustafa Cem Koyuncu’s 

evaluations of Sputnik regarding North Korea’s nuclear weapons decision were shared on Ogün News.

15 September 2022

The award ceremony was attended by ANKASAM Central Asia Expert Emrah Kaya, who won the first prize with his 

article titled “The Construction Process of New Kazakhstan” in the “New Kazakhstan Through the Eyes of Foreign Media” 

competition organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, was published in International Affairs.

14 September 2022
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ANKASAM International Relations Consultant Dr. Kadir Ertaç Çelik evaluated the latest developments in 

foreign policy in Bengütürk TV’s Gündem Arkası (Behind the Agenda) program.

12 September 2022

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) President Prof. Dr. Mehmet Seyfettin Erol evaluated the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (ŞİO) Leaders’ Summit to be held in Samarkand, Uzbekistan on September 16, 2022, to Dunyo 

News Agency.

14 September 2022

ANKASAM President Prof. Dr. Mehmet Seyfettin Erol evaluated the latest developments in foreign 

policy in the Gündem (Agenda) program on TRT Ankara Radio.

13 September 2022

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) Eurasia Expert Dr. Sabir Askeroğlu evaluated the 

latest developments in the Russia-Ukraine War to Haber Global.

14 September 2022

The award ceremony was attended by ANKASAM Central Asia Specialist Emrah Kaya, who was awarded the first prize 

with his article titled “The Construction Process of New Kazakhstan” in the “New Kazakhstan Through the Eyes of Foreign 

Media” competition organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, was published on the website of the Central 

14 September 2022

The award ceremony was attended by ANKASAM Central Asia Expert Emrah Kaya, who won the first prize with his article 

titled “The Construction Process of New Kazakhstan” in the “New Kazakhstan Through the Eyes of Foreign Media” competition 

organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, was broadcast on the Kazakhstan-based BAQ.KZ news portal.

14 September 2022

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) Asia-Pacific Expert Dr. Cenk Tamer evaluated the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO) Leaders’ Summit to be held in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, on September 16, 2022, on TVNet.

14 September 2022

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) Asia-Pacific Research Assistant Mustafa Cem Koyuncu evaluated North 

Korea’s decision to legalize the “automatic launch of defensive nuclear attacks” regulation to Sputnik.

14 September 2022

ANKASAM Central Asia Specialist Emrah Kaya, who was deemed worthy of the first prize with his article titled “The Construction 

Process of New Kazakhstan” in the “New Kazakhstan Through the Eyes of Foreign Media” competition organized by the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, was given the first prize by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, Roman 

14 September 2022
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Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) ANKASAM International Relations Specialist Dr. Doğacan Başaran 

evaluated the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Leaders’ Summit held in Uzbekistan on Jerusalem TV.

16 September 2022

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) Asia-Pacific Expert Dr. Cenk Tamer evaluated the meeting 

between Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping, which took place within the scope of 

the SCO Leaders’ Summit, to Haber Global.

16 September 2022

The award ceremony was attended by ANKASAM Central Asia Specialist Emrah Kaya, who won the first prize with his 

article titled “The Construction Process of New Kazakhstan” in the “New Kazakhstan Through the Eyes of Foreign Media” 

competition organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, was broadcast on DKN World News.

16 September 2022

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) Chief Advisor to the President and Retired Ambassador Aydın 

Nurhan evaluated the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Leaders’ Summit held in Uzbekistan and the 

meeting between President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and Russian President Vladimir Putin, which was held within the 

scope of the summit, on TVNet.

16 September 2022
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The latest issue of the International Journal of Crisis and Politics 
Studies, an international peer-reviewed journal operating within 
the Ankara Center for Crisis and Politics Studies (ANKASAM), has 
been published. Academic Keys, ASOS Index, CEEOL, Cite Factor, DRJI, 
Index Copernicus, Ideal Online, Research Bible, Sindex and TUBITAK 
DERGIPARK databases are scanned by our journal can be accessed 
via the link below.

ULUSLARARASI KRİZ VE SİYASET ARAŞTIRMALARI DERGİSİ CİLT V , SAYI II

JOURNAL OF
REGIONAL

STUDIES
The latest issue of the Journal of Regional Studies, an 

international peer-reviewed journal operating within the Ankara 
Crisis and Political Research Center (ANKASAM), has been 

published. Our journal is scanned by Academic Keys, ASOS Index, 
CEEOL, Cite Factor, DRJI, Index Copernicus, Ideal Online, Research 

Bible, Index and TUBITAK DERGIPARK databases. You can reach 
our journal via the link below.

ANKASAM JOURNAL OF REGIONAL STUDIES VOLUME VI, ISSUE I

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CRISIS AND POLITICAL STUDIES VOLUME VI, ISSUE I


