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The Endless Process: The Western 
Balkans and the European Union

Western Balkan geography is important in 

terms of economy, security, energy, and trans-

portation routes due to its location. It has a 

multi-faceted strategic importance, especial-

ly since it is close to the European Union (EU) 

countries and serves as a corridor. In this con-

text, it is important for energy security that the 

Western Balkans are located at the transition 

point in providing energy flow to Europe. Its lo-

cation ensures that the states of the region are 

considered indispensable actors, especially in 

the transport of Russian natural gas to Europe 

and the implementation of alternative energy 

routes.

On the other hand, the fact that it is comple-

mentary to commercial transportation routes 

makes the region stand out as a different com-
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petitive area. In this context, it is seen that different actors compete in the Western Balkan geography. However, the region brings with 

it many challenges. The fact that the Western Balkan geography has different ethnic and religious segments together causes various 

tensions. One of the most important factors in the disintegration of Yugoslavia was the conflicts arising from the ethnic and religious di-

versity in question. Although some of the conflicts have been resolved, it cannot be said that the region has fully stabilized at this point.

As stated above, the region offers many opportunities for the EU. Because the security of Europe is closely related to the stability of the 

region. Because it is possible for any problem experienced in neighboring countries that are so close to reaching the union countries 

by creating a domino effect.

In this context, within the framework of its enlargement policy, the EU follows an agenda for the countries of the region to become EU 

members. The policy implemented by the Union through Croatia, Slovenia, Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia, 

Albania, and Kosovo is very important. Among these countries, Slovenia, in 2004; Croatia became an EU member in 2013. The fact that 

the two countries broke away from Yugoslavia relatively easily and then recovered faster has been decisive in the conclusion of the 

memberships.

It is known that Montenegro, which has made the most effort in terms of joining the EU and is a member of the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO), has turned to the harmonization process with the EU after declaring its independence in 2006. Especially, being 

away from ethnic conflicts and having a more homogeneous structure compared to other Western Balkan countries gave Montene-

gro an advantage on the way to the EU. At this point, it should be reminded that the Podgorica administration stated that it took Zagreb 

as an example in many issues. Of course, this has played a critical role in relations with the EU.[1]

Montenegro applied for EU membership in 2008 and obtained candidate country status in 2010. Although negotiations are currently 

ongoing, political instability in the country, increasing corruption, and the tensions between Serbia and the Serbian Orthodox Church in 

the recent period have hampered the accession process.

One of the countries closest to candidacy is Serbia. Especially the bloody conflicts of the 1990s, the mismanagement of the country, 

corruption, and the increase in criminal organizations, and all these factors caused Serbia to experience various problems in its rela-

tions with the EU. However, after the change in the Serbian government in 2007, EU membership was set as a goal. Within this frame-

work, positive steps were taken within the country, and finally, candidate status was obtained in 2012. However, in the current situation, 

Serbia-EU relations count as where they are. Because the tension with Kosovo and the close relations of the Belgrade administration 

with Moscow and Beijing make their relations with the union difficult. Although Serbia’s policy of balance caused Belgrade to have the 

impression of a country oriented towards the EU, its attitude in the Russia-Ukraine War drew the reaction of the EU. The increasing ten-

sion in relations with Kosovo has made the issue even more complicated.

In the latest statements made by the EU officials, it is seen that the recognition of Kosovo’s independence is stipulated to Serbia. Bel-

grade denies this.[2] On the other hand, a decrease is observed in the desire of the Serbian people to join the EU. It is stated that the 

Ukraine War is effective in this.[3]

Looking at the EU’s relations with Albania, it is seen that the country obtained candidacy status in 2014 and it was decided to start the 

accession negotiations in 2020. However, it is understood that Albania has fallen behind in the harmonization process due to political 

instability, problems in democratic functioning, and corruption.

An extremely troublesome process can be mentioned in the EU adventure of North Macedonia. Although it obtained candidate country 

status relatively early in 2005, conflicts with neighboring countries Greece and Bulgaria undermine the country’s membership process.

In Bosnia-Herzegovina, on the other hand, the complex political system implemented in the country and the political instability brought 

about by this system constitute the biggest obstacle in the harmonization process. In particular, the bottlenecks experienced in the 

decision-making process hinder the reforms to be carried out depending on the harmonization process.

On the other hand, the fact that the country still hosts an ethnically divided atmosphere makes the sustainable stability desired by the 

EU impossible. Although Bosnia and Herzegovina applied for candidate country status in 2016, it is still considered a potential candidate 

country. However, recently, it has come to the fore to grant the status of candidate country to Bosnia and Herzegovina by the EU. This is 

a positive development; however, how this will happen in the shadow of political crises is a matter of serious debate.

When we look at the relations of the EU with Kosovo, the fact that the country is the last state to declare its independence in the region 

and the problems experienced in this regard cause significant difficulties. Many countries are reluctant to officially recognize Kosovo. 

Moreover, Kosovo is far from stable politically and in terms of security. For this reason, it is stated that it should make a long-term agree-

ment with Serbia in its relations with the EU.

Considering the above developments, the union approaches the region within the framework of reforms and development; however, 

it can be said that this policy has been gradually abandoned. One of the most important examples of this is the Berlin Process, which 

started in 2014 and could not be brought to an end. The process in question was taken as a step towards the expansion of the EU to the 

Western Balkans region with the initiatives of Germany. At the conference held in Berlin, many decisions were taken in the fields of energy 

security, unemployment, and trade for the Western Balkan countries. In particular, decisions were taken to accelerate the integration of 

the region with the EU; but most of them were not fulfilled. Behind this lies the reluctance of the EU and the choice of the countries in the 

region to take a path contrary to the requirements of the harmonization process.

As can be understood, the disagreements between the countries of the region, the decrease in the number of democratic leaders 

throughout the region, and the developments arising from ethnic and religious disagreements can be counted among the factors 

affecting the harmonization process.[4] However, it is possible to say that the EU has made a positive change in its policy in the Western 

Balkans, based on its increased visibility in the Kosovo-Serbia tension.

It is known that the Union has evaluated the membership processes within the framework of Copenhagen Criteria in the past. How-

ever, it can be said that this has changed in the recent period and the EU mainly considers security and economic dimensions in its 

approach to the region. It can be evaluated that the Russia-Ukraine War was effective in experiencing such a transformation. The EU 

because of the war; faced an energy crisis, security vulnerabilities, and commercial disruptions. Being aware of the potential of the 

region, the union is going to change its attitude.

As a result, the EU is expected to develop a new strategy by reviewing its relations with the region in the last period. The reaction of the 

Western Balkan countries to the protracted processes and the perception of the EU as a security threat are effective in this. Because 

the credibility and reputation of the union, which is faced with global and regional crises, are damaged due to protracted processes. 

Many factors, such as energy security and threats from Russia, cause the EU to reconsider its approach to the region. In this context, it 

can be predicted that the EU will approach the region more inclusively in the future and many processes that have been going on for 

many years will be completed positively. The statements made together also point to this.

[1]  Gamze Armişen-Volkan Tatar, “Batı Balkan Devletleri ve Avrupa Birliği Genişlemesine Etkisi, Kırklareli Üniversitesi İktisadi ve İdari Bilimler 

Fakültesi Dergisi, 11(1), 2022, p. 221.

[2] “Vulin: Nećemo priznati Kosovo, napustiti RS, uvesti sankcije Rusiji”, N1 Info, https://ba.n1info.com/regija/vulin-necemo-priznati-koso-

vo-napustiti-rs-uvedesti-sankcije-rusiji/, (Date of Accession: 20.10.2022).

[3] “Srbija i entuzijazam za EU – gde smo danas, a kako je bilo na početku puta”, N1 Info, https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/srbija-i-entuzijazam-

za-eu-gde-smo-danas-a-kako-je-bilo-na-pocetku-puta/, (Date of Accession: 20.10.2022).

[4] Dimitar Bechev, “What Has Stopped EU Enlargement in the Western Balkans?”, Carnegie Europe, https://carnegieeurope.eu/2022/06/20/

what-has-stopped-eu-enlargement-in-western-balkans-pub-87348#:~:text=Lack%20of%20Commitment&text=As%20a%20rule%2C%20

the%20EU%27s,disrupt%20or%20threaten%20the%20EU, (Date of Accession: 20.10.2022).
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Based on the information above, when the speeches of the 

leaders are evaluated at the CICA Summit, it is seen that the 

general of the member states is aware of the problems related 

to Afghanistan; however, it can be argued that they become 

different in their solution proposals. For instance, according 

to Russia, the reason for the problems is the invading policies 

of the West, especially the USA. The way of solution is that the 

US should release the national reserves of Afghanistan that it 

seized and pay compensation to the country.

On the other hand, as a reflection of the understanding of mul-

ti-vector and multi-dimensional diplomacy, Uzbekistan thinks 

that neither the Western perspective nor the approaches that 

exclude the West can solve the problem, and in this context, it 

proposes to seek a solution at the initiative of the UN. The stance 

of Mr. Mirziyoyev is like a road map that will lead to reconciliation 

between the Taliban and the international community. Iran has 

anticipation the development of inter-Afghan dialogue. Lastly, 

it can be stated that Pakistan sees the Taliban as a reality of 

Afghanistan and advocates helping the Taliban for stability.

In conclusion, although the Taliban administration was not invit-

ed to the CICA Summit, one of the central issues of the meeting 

was the Afghan Issue. This situation is very significant in terms 

of showing that Afghanistan-centered developments concern 

the security of the whole of Asia. However, leaders develop 

solutions to the problem in the line with their national interests. 

This means that regional and global competition continues to 

reflect on Afghanistan. Whereas, one of the most important 

reasons for the problems is the competition in Afghanistan. 

Nevertheless, the evolution of this competition into cooperation 

that will turn into a regional-global consensus could be a key 

factor for peace and stability in Afghanistan.

//:VOA, https ,”دنک تفایرد یگنج تمارغ دیاب ناتسناغفا :نیتوپ“ [1]

www.darivoa.com/a/putin-says-afghanistan-must-receive-war-compensa-

tion/6788323.html, (Date of Accession: 14.10.2022).

 شومارف ناتسناغفا :اکیس تسشن رد ناتسکبزا روهمج سیئر“ [2]

-Afintl, https://www.afintl.com/202210136795, (Date of Acces ,”تسا هدش

sion: 14.10.2022).

 ینماان زا رذگ یارب ناتسناغفا دیوگ یم ناریا روهمج سیئر“ [3]

.Afintl, https://www.afintl ,”دراد زاین یسایس یاهوگتفگ هب

com/202210131487, (Date of Accession: 14.10.2022).

//:VOA, https ,”دنک تفایرد یگنج تمارغ دیاب ناتسناغفا :نیتوپ“ [4]

www.darivoa.com/a/putin-says-afghanistan-must-receive-war-compensa-

tion/6788323.html, (Date of Accession: 14.10.2022).

a terrorist act occurred in front of the Russian Embassy in Kabul 

and two Russians passed away with the citizens of Afghanistan 

in the incident. Prime Minister of Pakistan, Shahbaz Sharif pointed 

out that terrorist organizations in Afghanistan, DAESH, Al-Qaeda, 

Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Uzbekistan Islamic Movement, and 

East Turkestan Islamic Movement were involved in an activity in 

his speech at the UN General Assembly. After the murder of the 

al-Qaeda leader, even the states that wanted to improve their re-

lations with the Taliban administration started to express that the 

terrorist threat was a serious problem in Afghanistan.

The instability of Afghanistan worries all CICA members, especial-

ly the regional states. Therefore, some leaders who spoke at the 

CICA Summit stated that the problem in Afghanistan poses a se-

rious threat and made suggestions for a solution. In this context, 

the President of Russia Vladimir Putin is one of the leaders who 

emphasize the Afghan Issue.

During his speech, Putin mentioned the attack on the Russian Em-

bassy in Kabul and stated that it is not possible to struggle against 

terrorist threats alone. Russian leader emphasize that Afghani-

stan’s national reserves should be released in this context, and he 

also stated that the USA should pay compensation to Afghanistan 

for the invasion.[1]

Another leader who was mentioned in news was the President of 

Uzbekistan, Mr. Shavkat Mirziyoyev in Afghanistan at the summit. Mr. 

Mirziyoyev stated that Afghanistan fell off the agenda of the inter-

national community and that this was a mistake, and he stated 

that dialogue with the Taliban administration is essential so that 

the country does not become a hotbed of terrorism. In the contin-

uation of his speech, the Uzbek leader also suggested the creation 

of a negotiation group at the UN.[2]

Another head of state that stood out in the Afghan Issue was the 

President of Iran, Ibrahim Raisi. Raisi announced that a majority 

government in which all ethnic and sectarian identity groups par-

ticipate should be established in Afghanistan, and he issued a 

call for the Taliban to fulfill their commitments to the international 

community. In this context, the President of Iran, recommending 

dialogue to the sides of the Afghan Issue, stated that DEASH ele-

ments were directed to destabilize Asia, especially Central Asia.[3] 

Prime Minister of Pakistan Shahbaz Sharif stated that a peaceful, 

stable and developed Afghanistan is in the interests of the region 

and the world, and therefore the international community should 

support the Afghan people.[4]
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The Approach of CICA Countries 
to the Afghan Issue
The 6th Summit of Conference on Interaction 

and Confidence Building Measures in Asia 

(CICA), which is the most important security 

platform in Asia in terms of both its purpose 

and the number of members and observer 

members, was held in Astana, the capital of Ka-

zakhstan, on 12-13 October 2022. The main basis 

of the summit is to create dialogue-based co-

operation in the field of security in Asia. When it 

is treated of the security, peace, and stability of 

the continent; it is unthinkable that the occu-

pation, war, and instability that Afghanistan has 

been experiencing for half a century should not 

be included in the speeches of the leaders.

Although Afghanistan is a member of CICA, 

since the Taliban administration was not rec-

ognized at an official level, the Taliban was not 

to be invited to Astana. Despite this, the Afghan 

Issue was an important agenda item of the 

summit. Because many actors, especially the 

United Nations (UN), claim that terrorist organ-

izations have increased their activities in Af-

ghanistan.

As it will be remembered, in August 2022, the 

United States of America (USA) announced 

that the leader of Al-Qaeda, Ayman al-Zawahiri 

was killed as a consequence of the air opera-

tion in Kabul. In September of the same year, 
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Can the US Overtake China in 
the Next 10 Years?

capabilities in the use of global technology to become a leader 

in this competition.

The US, on the other hand, sees China as a serious threat to 

the cyber security of the Indo-Pacific. The main challenge is the 

export of American military equipment to the region and the 

danger of these military technologies falling into the hands of 

China, which it sees as a strategic competitor. This is because 

Beijing is investing in the cyber-infrastructure of the countries 

in the region. The US, for its part, has been explaining to the In-

do-Pacific states the risks involved in relying on the technolog-

ical infrastructure provided by China and, in this context, has 

accelerated its cooperation with the states of the region to de-

velop a “free and open cyber ecosystem.”[3] However, China’s 

technological investments in the Indo-Pacific will continue to 

increase over the next decade, limiting the US military and eco-

nomic influence there.

As stated in the National Security Strategy, another strategic 

challenge that the United States has to face to overtake China 

is that China is trying to export its undemocratic style of gov-

ernance to the region. In this way, China challenges interna-

tional peace and stability. Moreover, Beijing’s adoption of an 

illiberal economic model and its export to the region is seen by 

Washington as a threat to its “democratic and open Indo-Pa-

cific strategy.”

Pressuring Beijing to adapt to the global liberal economic or-

der, the US believes that China’s policies are an obstacle to its 

opening to the region. The reason for Washington’s reluctance 

to sign free trade agreements with the Indo-Pacific states is 

the long-rumoured possibility of Beijing dragging them into a 

debt trap.

The fact that the states of the region are attracting Chinese 

investments, as well as technology firms, is seen as a threat 

by Washington. While the Anglo-Saxon states, claiming that this 

poses a national security risk, impose sanctions on Chinese 

technology firms, the fact that Indo-Pacific states are still open 

to “this threat” is seen as one of the most important factors 

limiting the US economic presence in the region.

Another major challenge for the US in its competition with Chi-

na in the next decade is the possibility of a global crisis erupt-

ing over Taiwan. In this case, either China or the United States 

would face a rapid decline or rise. Managing this crisis properly 

will be one of Washington’s key strategic challenges. In its Na-

tional Security Strategy Document, the US made it clear that it 

does not support Taiwan’s independence and reiterated that it 

will continue to adhere to the “One China” policy. In addition, the 

The President of the United States (US), Joe 

Biden, has expressed in the National Security 

Strategy Document published on 12 October 

2022, that the next ten years will be determining 

process in the rivalry with China.[1] According to 

Biden, if the US does not act swiftly and prag-

matically, it will lose the chance to shape the 

future of the international order.[2] Therefore, 

the Washington administration will be strug-

gling for outstripping China, which it sees as a 

“sole strategic rival” in the next ten years, in the 

global competition. Then what kind of strategy 

that the US would follow to realize this? Whether 

it could be successful? What are the areas that 

China is advantageous and disadvantageous 

US has also stated that it will continue to support Taiwan mili-

tarily, and its main strategy is to create a “frozen crisis” next to 

China so that it can overtake it within the next decade. In other 

words, there are several military, and economic and political 

challenges for the US to overtake China in the next decade. The 

easiest and most pragmatic way to overcome these obstacles 

is to leave Beijing with an “intractable crisis” on its doorstep.

The main strategy of the US is to push China back by building 

“integrated deterrence” in the military, economic and political 

spheres of global competition. At the heart of this is the US cri-

sis strategy.  Distracting China through Taiwan, Myanmar, Sri 

Lanka, and other regional crises could limit Beijing’s economic 

and military rise. In this context, the US expects China to make 

a strategic mistake by intervening in these crises. This means 

Washington’s success depends very much on China’s mistakes 

in this competition.

In the ongoing competition to reshape the international order, 

China’s advantage is that it is the only competitor capable of 

challenging the US economically, diplomatically, militarily, and 

technologically. Its disadvantage is that it is increasingly in-

volved in socio-political, economic, and military crises provoked 

by the US in its immediate neighborhood. As long as China con-

tinues to be embroiled in these crises, the US will advance faster 

in the global competition and may eventually overtake it. The 

most dangerous aspect of the rivalry is the possibility that cri-

ses in the region, especially in Taiwan, could affect the entire 

world.

[1] “National Security Strategy”, The White House, https://www.

whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Biden-Har-

ris-Administrations-National-Security-Strategy-10.2022.pdf, 

(Date of Accession: 19.10.2022).

[2] Ibid.

[3] “US Focused On Expanding Security Tie-Ups İn Indo-Pacific: 

Alejandro Mayorkas”, Livemint, https://www.livemint.com/news/

world/us-focused-on-expanding-security-tie-ups-in-indo-pa-

cific-alejandro-mayorkas-11666081402442.html, (Date of Acces-

sion: 19.10.2022).

in the rivalry? What are the most dangerous 

sides of the rivalry?

The US claims that, to be ahead of in the ri-

valry with China, various investments abroad 

and in domestic. In addition, it is aimed that 

Washington to increase military cooperation 

in Indo-Pacific, and to prevent the threats of 

Beijing towards the technological and cyber 

infrastructure of the regional states. Because 

for Washington to dominate Beijing militarily 

and economically in the Indo-Pacific, it must 

first limit China’s presence there. The first way 

to do this is to ensure information security and 

build cyber deterrence. China is increasing its 
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to Togo. As is known, the government of Burkina Faso is insufficient to resist radical groups which have displaced about a tenth of the 

population and killed a large number of civilians in the country. As a result of this situation, radical organizations grow stronger and try 

to widen their area of influence.

Moreover, it cannot be said that the French Army and the United Nations (UN) Peacekeeping, which have been operating in the Sahel for 

almost a decade, have made significant progress against these organizations. Therefore, stability in the region covering Burkina Faso 

and Mali cannot be achieved, and further, people face difficulties in accessing food. During the Damiba administration, which carried 

out the coup to solve the preceding problems, attacks increased by 76% compared to the previous year.[2] Taking advantage of this 

situation, Captain Traoré took over the government with a new coup. Damiba, who resigned two days after the coup on 30 September 

2022, fled to Togo. Traoré was then appointed chairman until the president of the transitional government was determined. However, 

no information was provided on how this process would work.

The citizens, who took to the streets in Burkina Faso’s second coup in 2022, waved Russian flags while chanting slogans supporting the 

coup.[3] In addition, people furiously chanted anti-France slogans. This indicates that people in Burkina Faso have an anti-France sen-

timent, as is the situation in Mali.

The public’s hatred against France in Burkina Faso is understandable, considering that nearly three million people have extremely lim-

ited access to food and that France has exploited them for years offering nothing in return. There have been ten coups in Burkina Faso 

since 1960. Almost all of them are thought to be supported by France.

With the last coup d’état, the tide has turned. The display of the Russian flag confirms this as well. Furthermore, people gathering in front 

of the French Embassy, throwing stones, and trying to set a fire outside the entrance of the embassy have revealed the extent of the 

hatred against France.

It should be noted that the coup is not only caused by the disapproval of the people, but also by the splits within the army. In the strug-

gle against radical organizations, Damiba’s forces have suffered great failures. Finally, after the attack on 27 September 2022, the army 

concluded that the insurgent activity had reached an unacceptable level. Moreover, the day before the attack, Damiba promised that 

the region would be taken under control again, but the following day the attack was launched.

In addition, approximately 40% of the country is controlled by radical organizations. The group led by Traoré was highly concerned by 

this situation. Speaking after the coup, by promising that the fight against terrorism would continue with partners other than France, 

Traoré pointed to Russia in a way. In his statement, Kremlin Spokesperson Dimitry Peskov expressed that the order in Burkina Faso should 

be restored and that the country should return to the framework of legitimacy.

According to two American intelligence officials speaking to the publication named “Foreign Policy” on 27 July 2022, the next stop for 

the Russian mercenary company Wagner would be Burkina Faso.[4] The emergence of a coup approximately two months after this 

interview and the use of the Russian flag in the protests raise questions.

Moreover, the fact that Yevgeny Prigozhin, a businessman known for his proximity to President of Russia Vladimir Putin, offered his sup-

port to Captain Traoré immediately after the coup, and said that he was a brave and precious son of Burkina Faso, strengthens suspi-

cions of having ties.[5] In addition, in his message published on his social media application called Concord, Prigozhin suggested that 

the collapse of the French colonial empire has begun by welcoming the new decolonization period. However, an anonymous French 

senior official stated that there was no evidence that Russia or Wagner was involved in the coup.[6]

Despite the French official’s statements, Mali remains a clear example. Mali cooperated with the Wagner group after the coup. There-

fore, Burkina Faso may also strike a deal with Wagner.
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Did Russia Play a Part in the 
Burkina Faso Coup?
Burkina Faso’s second coup took place eight 

months after the first one, a country in which 

the official language is French and the popu-

lation is more than twenty million. The leader of 

this coup, which took place eight months af-

ter the coup by Lieutenant Colonel Paul-Hen-

ri Damiba in January 2022, is the subordinate 

commander named Captain Ibrahim Traoré. 

Just three days before the coup, there was an 

incident in which eleven soldiers were killed and 

fifty civilians went missing.[1] Three days after 

the protests calling for Damiba’s resignation to 

decrease the number of attacks and break the 

influence of radical groups operating in Burki-

na Faso, the group led by Traoré seized power 

and Damiba was overthrown. Traoré then fled 
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Reflections on Europe’s Energy 
Crisis from a Socio-Economic 
Perspective
European states regarded Russia’s intervention 

in Ukraine as a violation of international law 

and a threat to European values and security. 

While Ukraine was supported within the context 

of defending democracy and freedom, the 

Moscow administration was sanctioned and 

barred from the international arena. Russia, the 

main player in the European Union’s (EU) ener-

gy imports, has resorted to playing its energy 

card against Europe.

Faced with an energy crisis at a time when the 

consequences of a series of problems, includ-

ing the euro crisis, the refugee crisis, Brexit, and 

Covid-19, the EU has had to reshape its ener-

gy policies. In this context, the EU has focused 

on two policies: diversifying its energy supplies 

and intervening in demand. To replace Russian 

gas, EU countries are increasing their imports of 

liquefied natural gas (LNG). Furthermore, Union 

members have accelerated projects aimed at 

developing the infrastructure required to con-
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The main reason behind why Burkina Faso concerns great powers, namely France and Russia, is that the country has natural resourc-

es. The most important of these resources are gold, manganese, zinc, and phosphate. In Burkina Faso, which is one of the African 

countries with the largest gold reserves, 8% of the revenues of the state and 75% of the exports come from mining.[7] This gives ground 

for the France-Russia competition in the country.

On 6 October 2022, the Permanent Representative of the United States of America (US) to the United Nations, Linda Thomas-Greenfield 

declared:[8]

‘‘One of the most immediate and growing concerns in Africa is the Kremlin-backed Wagner Group’s strategy of exploiting the natural 

resources of the Central African Republic, Mali, and Sudan as well as other countries. ‘These ill-gotten gains are used to fund Moscow’s 

war machine in Africa, the Middle East, and Ukraine.”.

The allegation made by the Permanent Representative of the US to the UN has not yet been proven. However, through satellite images, 

it was determined that Wagner forces protected the mines in the countries they operate in. Similarly, on 21 July 2022, French General 

Laurent Michon’s statement that the Wagner group operates a gold mine in Mali stirred up controversy.[9] The same situation is likely 

to happen in Burkina Faso.

In conclusion, no proven link to the Wagner group or Russia can be tracked in Burkina Faso’s coup. However, the anti-France senti-

ments of the Traoré group and the majority of the people indicate that Russia will increase its influence in Burkina Faso shortly.

[1] Nosmot Gbadamosi, “Burkina Faso’s Junta Looks to Russia for Support”, Foreign Policy, https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/10/05/burki-

na-faso-coup-junta-russia-ecowas/, (Date of Accession: 14.10.2022).
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[4] Jack Detsch, “Burkina Faso Could Be Next for Russia’s Wagner Group, U.S. Intel Fears”, Foreign Policy, https://foreignpolicy.
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clude agreements with other gas-exporting countries. On the other hand, although the United States (US) is aiming to end the 

use of coal by 2030, it has been seen that they are concentrating on the use of coal to overcome the energy crisis and produce 

electricity. Within this context, France reopened the Moselle coal power plant, while Germany’s Minister of Economy Robert Habeck 

announced the restart of an undefined number of coal-fired power plants. Thus, the plan is to substitute 50 billion m3 of natural gas 

with coal-generated energy per year.[1]

As it can be understood, the energy crisis calls into question the commitments of European states to shut down reactors and phase 

out nuclear power. While some countries have decided to delay the shutdown of nuclear reactors, some have accelerated invest-

ments aimed at commissioning new nuclear capacity in the long term.[2] However, while Russia and the EU’s energy connection is 

built on a functioning system, the considered alternatives include the creation of new terminals and the building of new pipelines. 

Therefore, it is quite difficult for these initiatives to achieve credible results in a short time, both financially and technically.

The other pillar of the energy crisis is to reduce consumption. EU nations have opted to lower their gas consumption by 15% com-

pared to their five-year average.[3]  Furthermore, several cost-cutting measures have been implemented, such as shutting off 

traffic lights at night and lowering energy use in public buildings.

It should also be mentioned that it is critical for Union members, which lack supply diversity, to reduce gas consumption. Because 

if gas use is not reduced, several European nations would be forced into recession. The rate of increase in the European Central 

Bank’s figures for annual average real gross domestic product remained at 3.1% in 2022, down from 5.2% in 2021. It is expected that 

this rate would fall to 0.9% by 2023.[4] Likewise, inflation is expected to reach an average of 9% by the end of 2022.[5] In other words, 

the fact that energy-intensive industries must cease production or close for an extended period reduces output. This, in turn, hurts 

prices, the labor market, and consumer confidence. Therefore, one could argue that unemployment and the cost of living will rise 

in Europe.

Although governments have begun to take steps to increase citizens’ resilience, such as tax cuts and relief funds, as well as meas-

ures such as savings and gas storage; the impact of the crisis on the industry, an increase in electricity and natural gas bills, a 

higher price increase in households as winter approaches, an increase in inflation, and a decrease in purchasing power have all 

resulted in social reactions.

For all of these reasons, most European nations are organizing sector-based strikes and protest marches, with the public also ral-

lying behind these demonstrations. So, this will interrupt the flow of work. Czechs, who gathered in Prague in September 2022, with 

the slogan “Czech Republic First”, to protest rising energy prices, demanded that the sanctions placed on Russia as a result of the 

Ukraine War be lifted, and that arms sent to Ukraine be halted.

Similarly, in Germany, Lufthansa pilots are on strike for better wages, while thousands of people with banners reading “End Poverty!” 

protested the cost of living and criticized the government’s policy towards Russia.

After the strike at the oil refinery and fuel depots, transportation sector employees, certain high school teachers, and those working 

in public hospitals staged protests in France, where inflation surged to 6.2%, seeking an appropriate salary raise owing to rising living 

costs.[6]

These protests undoubtedly have a butterfly effect and are spreading to other European nations. Protests are also being scheduled 

in Belgium, Italy, and Hungary in response to rising living costs. The situation is no different in the United Kingdom (UK), which is not a 

member of the EU. Due to price hikes, energy bills, and food shortages in England, the “Enough is Enough” movement was launched, 

and the number of supporters quickly grew.[7] The main demands of the movement, which plans to hold demonstrations across 

the UK, are salary increases that can combat inflation, canceling the October 2022 price hike and returning to the significantly lower 

pre-April 2022 energy price cap, finding a solution to the food poverty, tenant’s rights protection, making the rich pay their share 

14
W W W . A N K A S A M . O R G

by raising taxes on the wealthiest and the profits of big businesses. and cracking down on tax avoidance and evasion.[8] As expected, 

many rallies across Europe devolve into situations in which some participants resort to violence and rough police intervention. Moreo-

ver, thousands of people suffer from sector-based actions. Given that the situation cannot be addressed in the short term, it is reason-

able to expect participants to get more violent and authorities to become more punitive in response to the growing demonstrations. 

This implies that turmoil will reign in Europe, and as the economy deteriorates, European society may be pushed to shift its values.

Another effect of the energy crisis is that people, faced with the rising cost of war, are beginning to declare, “Our Country First.” People 

are questioning the sanctions placed on Russia as a result of war beyond their borders, as well as the support offered to the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). This means that the “our freedom and our continent are being threatened” rhetoric from the begin-

ning of the war has lost credibility and criticism of the West’s support for Ukraine has grown. Therefore, the demonstrations that began 

with financial demands are growing increasingly political by the day.

On the other hand, political parties and groups have begun to exploit the societal response. The prevalent belief that the United States 

(US) is to blame for the Nord Stream pipeline sabotage has encouraged individuals and organizations that are questioning the support 

for NATO. For example, the French nationalist and far-right politician Florian Philippot made a statement stressing that his country should 

leave NATO. David Guiraud, a deputy of the far-left France Unbowed party that is organizing the protests, is also harshly critical of the 

Paris government.

As seen in the example of France, opposition parties support the protests and try to put pressure on the government and turn the crisis 

into an opportunity for the next election. Furthermore, simultaneous to the economic challenges created by the energy crisis, societal 

support for individuals and parties that adhere to nationalist ideology is growing. While the far-right Brothers of Italy Party and the right 

alliance led by it won the elections in Italy; the National Front in France, the Alternative for Germany in Germany, the Freedom Party of 

Austria in Austria, the Swedish Democrats in Sweden, the Forum for Democracy in the Netherlands, and Vox in Spain are growing in pop-

ularity. Groups that adopt far-right ideology, such as PEGIDA, are also expanding their sphere of influence with each passing day. This 

situation reinforces the understanding of the nation-state and makes it difficult for European countries to stand together.

In conclusion, energy, which is one of the pillars of the West-Russia conflict, has devolved into a social catastrophe that has begun to 

become politicized in Europe. While energy costs, unemployment, and inflation rose, citizens who lost trust in decision-makers due to a 

drop in real income began to pursue their rights on the streets and questioned the support for Ukraine. Therefore, to maintain solidarity 

with the Kyiv administration despite rising living costs, Western leaders need concrete solutions that will convince their communities. 

Otherwise, the sanctions may become unsustainable as a result of the energy crisis.

[1] Giovanni Sgaravatti et al., “National Energy Policy Responses to the Energy Crisis”, Bruegel, https://www.bruegel.org/dataset/nation-

al-energy-policy-responses-energy-crisis, (Date of Accession: 18.10.2022).

[2] Ibid.
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europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/08/05/council-adopts-regulation-on-reducing-gas-demand-by-15-this-winter/pdf, (Date of 

Accession: 18.10.2022).

[4]“Real Economy”, European Central Bank, https://www.ecb.europa.eu/pub/projections/html/ecb.projections202209_ecbstaff ~3ea-

faaee1a.en.html, (Date of Accession: 19.10.2022).
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has annexed the Luhansk, Donetsk, Kherson, and Zaporizhzhia regions of Ukraine in violation of international law, despite the pressure of 

sanctions.[3] This is very important as it shows that Russia has not taken a step back in the face of sanctions.

Although sanctions are used to influence the decision-making mechanisms of states, the effect of these sanctions depends on the 

variables that the targeted actor takes into account when determining their policies. These variables are often associated with the 

economy, security, public support, and political goals. In addition to these, the power dynamics between countries are also very critical. 

In other words, the ability of another actor to fight sanctions is as important as the power of a state to impose sanctions.

In addition to all these, Russian President Vladimir Putin can still reach 70%-80% of the votes in the polls, despite his twenty-three years in 

power.[4] At the same time, it is stated that those who support the Ukraine War in the country are around 60%.[5] This is extremely high 

support. Undoubtedly, it also increases the Kremlin’s self-confidence.

Europe’s dependence on Russian gas and its multi-state system also creates vulnerability and raises doubts about the indefinite vi-

ability of sanctions. As it is known, European countries import about 40% of their natural gas from Russia, and Gazprom’s reduction in 

supply negatively affects the economy of European states. As a matter of fact, in July 2022, European heads of state decided to reduce 

the use of natural gas by 15%.[6] In the long run, European states can sign new gas agreements with new suppliers by building new gas 

terminals. But this will take quite a long time. In the short term, the economic recession seems inevitable.

Understandably, there are debates about the long duration of the war and sanctions. It is a matter of curiosity how long the European 

actors can withstand this. It is also known that most of the wheat and grain are supplied from Russia and Ukraine. In other words, Russia 

has an undeniable role in the global food supply. Protests are already held in many countries due to rising energy prices. In other words, 

governments that impose sanctions may face serious public pressure. There are signs of this. The aforementioned issues are the main 

reason why the Kremlin does not take a step back and the deterrence of sanctions decreases. In other words, the fragility of Europe 

relieves the Moscow administration in terms of sanctions and prevents Putin from taking a step back.

On the other hand, rather than sanctions; it should be emphasized that the actions are of a deterrent nature. For example, Iraq’s with-

drawal from Kuwait in 1991 was not happened because of sanctions; it happened because of coalition forces. Putin, on the other hand, 

has not faced any deterrent action yet. It is not expected to meet shortly.

On the other hand, there are many examples where sanctions are effective. Because sanctions can lead to effective results when im-

plemented together with international organizations under the leadership of the states that are the dominant power in the international 

arena. However, the effectiveness of sanctions is closely related to the target country’s belief that the gains it will achieve if it continues 

to act are not worth the possible consequences of the sanctions. However, Putin’s moves show that he finds the cost of the sanctions 

acceptable.

From a realist perspective, global reality forces state to pursue their national interests by using various tools. Sanctions are one of these 

tools. At the same time, an important reason why sanctions are famous and popular is that there is no other way to influence the 

decision-making mechanisms of states other than dialogue and force. Moreover, sanctions are much less costly than military oper-

ations. This also applies to the sanctions imposed on Russia. For this reason, Western states are implementing sanctions targeting the 

Moscow administration. However, the sustainability and effectiveness of sanctions are highly controversial. Even though eight months 

have passed since the beginning of the war, the tendency of the Moscow administration to escalate the war continues and there is 

no indication that Putin will step back.
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How Effective are Sanctions 
Against Russia? How
Sustainable are They?
Sanctions are among the foreign policy ele-

ments that states generally apply for deter-

rence. The basis of these sanctions is mostly 

economic decisions. The main argument for 

the use of sanctions is to put pressure on the 

decision-making mechanisms of countries. But 

things do not always go as planned. Sanctions 

against Russia are one of the current examples 

of this.

Due to the Ukraine War, many sanctions are im-

posed on Russia by Western states, especial-

ly the United States of America (USA). For this 

reason, the Russian economy was adversely 

affected, the ruble experienced a significant 

decline against the dollar,[1] and more than a 

thousand companies were withdrawn from the 

Russian market.[2] However, the Russian Army 

did not withdraw from Ukraine. Moreover, Russia 
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The Conversion of Social
Democracy in Europe
Social Democracy is an ideology that continued for 

years with differences in particular countries of the 

world. Right after the Second World War, this ide-

ology was shaped by the social democrat parties 

in Western Europe by refusing the “Stalinist” politi-

cal and economic model of the Soviet Union, and 

devoting themselves to a reconciliation between 

capitalism or socialism, or an alternative road to 

socialism. Later, in the Cold War year, political par-

ties in Europe adopted more “leftist” ideologies. As a 

matter of fact, until the 1990s, Europe studied Social 

Democracy. Especially, British Labour Party and the 

German Social Democrat Party were strong parties 

of social democratic ideology in those years.

When the Cold War ended at the end of the 21st 

century, this situation started to change. Indeed, 

this new century has brought new Dynamics and 

new geopolitical conditions. In addition, a change 

in Europe has started in terms of ideology and po-

litical parties. Therefore, it is observed that social 

democracy did not have the same power. In the 

changing conjuncture, the reshaping of the notion 

of the proletariat, modes of production, and eco-

nomic conditions caused this power to decrease.

Considering the near future, it is seen that Europe 

faces different crises. These crises affect both pol-

itics and society, and economics. For instance, the 

2015 migration crisis caused the voting percentage 

of the political parties, including the ideological ba-

sis. The increase in the number of migrants trying 

to find asylum in Europe from the Middle East and 

Central Asia due to war, economic crisis, internal 

conflicts, and terror, caused the societal structure 

of the European countries slowly, and that was re-

flected in the politics as well.

With the effects of the migrant crisis and the sup-

port of the societies to the discourse of the con-

servative rightist parties, the change has become 

more obvious. For instance, analyzing Hungary is it 

known that the Budapest administration is apply-

ing harsh policies and discourse toward migrants 

and asylum seekers since the migrant crisis.[1] The 

leading party continues that kind of discourse.[2] In 1919
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Is “Sabotage” Another Name 
for “Bargaining” in the Grain 
Corridor?
The energy and food crises are the two most 

pressing issues that the globe has faced since 

the Russia-Ukraine War began on February 24, 

2022. The fact that two of the world’s leading 

suppliers of grain are at war has put African 

countries, who are already struggling to ac-

quire basic foodstuff, in a tough position. At the 

same time, the conflict exacerbated the dis-

ruption in supply chains caused by Covid-19. As 

a result, on July 22, 2022, Turkiye and the United 

Nations (UN) signed the “Grain Corridor Deal” in 

Istanbul to focus on crisis prevention diploma-

cy in the face of the aforementioned dilemma.

The fact that Russia and Ukraine could sit down 

at the same table at that time was also critical 

to diplomacy channels. In this sense, the “Grain 

Corridor” paved the way to peace and was 

also described as the “Peace Corridor.” How-

ever, while the Russia-Ukraine War is primarily 

a Moscow-Kyiv conflict, it manifests as a Rus-

sia-West competition. However, it is also impos-

sible to talk about a monolithic West. While it is 

seen that Continental Europe wants the war to 

end as soon as possible due to its energy de-

pendence, countries such as the United States 

(USA) and England are trying to prolong the war 

and bring Russia to its knees.

As is to be expected, parties that want the war 

to continue may attempt to undermine the 

peacekeeping structures. Two key develop-
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that context, in Hungary, it is observed that social democratic or 

socialist parties were replaced by conservative center-right par-

ties, and those parties secured their positions. While the Hungari-

an Socialist Party established a coalition with the Alliance of Free 

Democrats from 2002 to 2010, in 2010, under the leadership of 

Prime Minister of Hungary Victor Orban, the conservative Fidesz 

Party managed to stay in power with the coalition of Hungarian 

Democratic Forum over four elections.[3]

In addition to the political effects, the economic problems trig-

gered by the migrant crisis caused the leftist parties in power in 

many countries of Europe to struggle. Because the policies of 

these parties worsened the presentation relations between the 

society and the administrators. The solution suggestions of those 

administrations were bailout programs, mass privatization of 

public enterprises and services, pension cuts, austerity through 

rebates, and increases in the legal minimum wage and taxes. 

However, social democracy in Europe could not be an alterna-

tive to austerity and authoritarianism, since the European Union 

(EU) accepted the neoliberal doctrine.[4]

In that period, the Coalition of the Radical Left–Progressive Alli-

ance (SYRIZA) in Greece can be a good example of the social 

democratic parties losing power due to an economic crisis. 

Since the 2010s, the escalating economic crisis in Greece led to 

the recession in the country, and that caused foreign indebt-

ment to increase. And the leftist economic policies of SYRIZA un-

der the leadership of Alexis Tsipras caused a change in govern-

ment in the 2019 elections. Conservative New Democracy Party 

increased the number of seats in the parliament from 75 to 158, 

and got %39,8 of the votes, and became the leading party.[5]

In addition to the migrant issue and the economic crises, in re-

cent years, in the countries such as France, Germany, and the 

United Kingdom, it is observed that social democratic parties 

that were popular, started to lose power. The main reason for 

the change in those countries was for those parties to get votes 

from the middle class, not from the proletariat.[6] The decrease 

of syndication in the proletariat caused the decrease in the votes 

of the social democrat parties. Even, it is seen that the proletariat 

tends to support far-right parties.[7] As a matter of fact, in the 

UK, the Conservative Party has been the leading party since 2010 

uninterruptedly, while in France, the votes of the Socialist Party 

were decreasing continuously.

Another crisis that caused the sharpening of ideological evo-

lution was the Russian-Ukrainian War, which started in February 

2022. Since the EU countries applied sanctions on Russia, the 

emergence of an economic crisis and energy crisis caused an 

increase in inflation in the world. In that period, especially the in-

security of the Central and Eastern European countries in terms 

of national security escalated the ideological conversion in Eu-

rope. That’s why, in Sweden, where leftist parties were quite popu-

lar, a coalition has been established including the rightist parties. 

In addition to Sweden, the discourse has changed in Southern 

European countries such as Italy and Spain for different reasons, 

and the support for social democratic parties has decreased. It-

aly is having the most rightist government since Benito Mussolini.

In addition, social democracy, which underlined its ideological 

basis after the Second World War in Europe, was an ideologi-

cal symbol, but with the new dynamics of the 21st century, it has 

started to lose power. Global developments affecting domes-

tic and foreign affairs and the economy have brought social 

change.

In addition to external phenomena such as the refugee issue 

and the economic crisis, class changes have also caused social 

democratic parties to lose votes in some countries. In addition, 

events such as the Russia-Ukraine War, which had a first-order 

impact on Europe, also affected the internal dynamics of these 

countries.

[1] Matthew Weaver-Haroon Siddique, “Refugee Crisis: Hungary 

Rejects All Asylum Requests Made at Border-As It Happened”, The 

Guardian, https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2015/sep/15/

refugee-crisis-hungary-launches-border-crackdown-live-up-

dates, (Date of Accession: 21.10.2022).

[2] Rick Noack, “Hungary’s Viktor Orban Faces Outrage After Say-

ing Europeans Shouldn’t Become ‘Mixed Race’”, The Washington 

Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/07/27/viktor-

orban-mixed-race-cpac/, (Date of Accession: 21.10.2022).

[3] “Hungary”, ElectionGuide, https://www.electionguide.org/

countries/id/99/, (Date of Accession: 21.10.2022).

[4] “Analysing European Social Democracy: The Stance of 

the Left”, Transform! Europe, https://www.transform-network.

net/calendar/event/analysing-european-social-democra-

cy-the-stance-of-the-left/, (Date of Accession: 21.10.2022).

[5] “Hellenic Republic”, ElectionGuide, https://www.electionguide.

org/elections/id/3158/, (Date of Accession: 21.10.2022).

[6] Tarik Abou-Chadi, “Past the Point of No Return? The Future of 

Social Democracy in Europe”, Green European Journal, https://

www.greeneuropeanjournal.eu/past-the-point-of-no-return-

the-future-of-social-democracy-in-europe/, (Date of Accession: 

21.10.2022).

[7] Ibid.
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“Given that Russia has always been and remains a reliable part-

ner and is ready to provide the world with the necessary amount 

of food. Our country is ready to supply up to 500,000 tonnes of 

grain to the poorest countries free of charge in the next four 

months.”

Although Russia intends to use grain as a weapon in the “Grain 

Corridor” issue, as it did in the energy crisis, it does not want con-

flict/crisis regions to expand and deepen, but rather a return to 

diplomacy with conditions more suitable for its own interests.

In fact, the clearest message on this issue was given by the Rus-

sian Defense Ministry. Because the Ministry said, “Russia is not 

pulling out of the Initiative, only temporarily suspending its im-

plementation activities.”[9] With his statement, the Ministry made 

it clear that Russia has not closed its doors to diplomacy.

Based on all of these ideas, it is possible to conclude that Rus-

sia is concerned about its reputation and, as a result, how it is 

regarded by other actors. Because, despite gaining the reputa-

tion of “occupying country” at the start of the war, the Moscow 

government has developed a favorable reputation through the 

“Grain Corridor.” At this point, it does not seem rational for the 

Kremlin turn this opportunity down.

In conclusion, Russia’s decision to withdraw from the Grain Corri-

dor may be a reaction to provocations by forces seeking to pro-

long the war, or it may represent the Moscow administration’s 

aim to maximize gains from the diplomatic table by turning 

food into a weapon. Because Russia may try to negotiate better 

terms with the West through exploiting the food crisis. The Mos-

cow government has already made it clear that it has not with-

drawn from the deal, but rather suspended it, and that it has not 

shut its doors to diplomatic channels. This, despite everything, 

provides the idea that the “Grain/Peace Corridor” can function 

again in a healthy manner.

[1] Sabir Askeroğlu, “End of Russia-Germany Energy Coopera-

tion”, ANKASAM, https://www.ankasam.org/end-of-russia-germa-

ny-energy-cooperation/?lang=en, (Date of Accession: 02.11.2022).

[2] “Russia Accuses UK of ‘Directing’ Nord Stream Blasts”, Al Ja-

zeera, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/1/russia-accus-

es-uk-of-directing-nord-stream-blasts, (Date of Accession: 

02.11.2022).

[3] “Russia Suspends Grain Corridor Agreement: Diplomacy 

Continues Traffic”, Turkish News, https://www.haberturk.com/

rusya-tahil-koridoru-anlasmasini-askiya-aldi-diplomasi-trafi-

gi-suruyor-3534753, (Date of Accession: 02.11.2022).

ments might be discussed in this perspective. The first of these is 

the sabotage on the Nord Stream-I and Nord Stream-II Natural 

Gas Pipelines on September 26, 2022. Undoubtedly, the target of 

this provocation was the termination of energy cooperation be-

tween Russia and Continental Europe.[1] As a matter of fact, after 

the leaks in the pipelines, the Moscow administration blamed the 

UK.[2]

The second development is the fact that Russia announced that 

it had suspended the “Grain Corridor Agreement” on October 30, 

2022. The Russian Ministry of Defense issued a statement on the 

matter, claiming that Ukraine carried out an attack on Russian 

combat and civilian ships in Sevastopol.[3] In this context, Krem-

lin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said, “…Such a deal is unlikely to 

be implemented. Ukraine’s actions have harmed the deal. It is 

… much more risky, dangerous and non-guaranteed.”[4] In ad-

dition, Moscow has blamed the London administration for the 

aforementioned attacks.[5] In response, British Secretary of State 

for Foreign James Cleverly stated on his Twitter account, “Russia 

should allow grain exports to reach the world’s hungry.” Thus, in a 

sense, he denied the accusations against England.[6]

Undoubtedly, it can be said that actors such as England and 

the USA who wish to prolong the war may participate in sab-

otages. Similarly, Russia may also engage in such activities in 

order to exploit the food crisis as a weapon and reach a more 

beneficial accord for itself. In other words, the Kremlin may have 

suspended the “Grain Corridor” in order to secure an agreement 

in which sanctions pressure is reduced as a result of the attacks 

in Crimea.

While the worsening of the energy crisis primarily affects Eu-

rope’s natural gas demands and hence Continental Europe, 

the deepening of the food crisis indicates a perilous trend for 

the entire world. As a result, it is critical to focus on the need to 

generate the most acceptable solution rather than point fingers 

regarding the sabotage.

Despite this, it is also possible to see that the parties also share a 

similar thought process. Because Turkiye and the United Nations, 

as guarantors of the “Grain Corridor Deal,” and quickly started 

diplomatic activity. Accordingly, on 31 October 2022, Turkiye, the 

UN, and Ukraine reached an agreement on the route of 14 ships 

and the inspections to be performed on 40 ships. Russia was 

also notified.[7] Furthermore, despite suspending the deal, the 

Moscow government has taken a reasonable stance. For exam-

ple, Russia’s Minister of Agriculture of Dmitry Patrushev stated the 

following:[8]
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The EU’s “Central Asia 
Strategy” and its Relations 
with Kazakhstan
Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan, hosted a meet-

ing between the President of the European Coun-

cil Charles Michel, and the leaders of Central 

Asian countries on October 27, 2022. Before the 

visit, Michel said, “The European Union (EU) is ready 

to deepen ties with Central Asia and support in-

tra-regional cooperation.” [1]

Following the talks, the President of Kazakhstan 

Kassym-Jomart Tokayev emphasized that devel-

oping partnerships with the EU is one of Kazakh-

stan’s main foreign policy ambitions. Tokayev 

made the following remarks on the subject: [2]

“The visit provides an excellent opportunity to 

celebrate significant achievements across the 

spectrum of the partnership between Kazakhstan 

and the EU. Next year we will celebrate the 30th 

anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 

relations. We consider your official visit to Kazakh-

stan as evidence of mutual interest in bringing our 

relations to a new level.”

Michel, who visited Kazakhstan for the first time 

and came to Astana at Tokayev’s invitation, stat-

ed: “Central Asia and Europe are coming closer 

together and becoming more and more con-
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country’s objective is to encourage European corporations 

withdrawing from Russia to invest in Kazakhstan.

After Russia cut off the supply of Kazakh oil through the Cas-

pian Pipeline Consortium, both Europe and Kazakhstan have 

been looking for means to establish an alternate route. While 

the problems with Russia negatively affected Kazakhstan’s oil 

exports, it also offered Kazakhstan the opportunity to get rid of 

its dependence on Russia.

The EU is revising its Central Asia strategy by taking advantage 

of the geopolitical conjuncture. Accordingly, the EU’s Central 

Asia strategy includes ensuring the uninterrupted flow of en-

ergy resources (Kazakhstan oil and Turkmen gas), developing 

transit lines with Central Asia, being active in the regional mar-

ket, and making the EU one of the region’s alternate centers of 

attraction once again.

While Kazakhstan, like other Central Asian nations, wishes to 

establish a Middle Corridor between Europe and China and 

values the Belt-Road Project, the EU prefers that Kazakhstan 

expand its ties with itself rather than with China. As an Asian 

country and China’s neighbor, Kazakhstan aspires to establish 

a balanced relationship between Beijing and Brussels. The EU, 

on the other hand, wants Kazakhstan’s foreign policy axis to be 

oriented toward the West. Given the international conjuncture, 

Kazakhstan’s national interests, and the demands of the EU, ties 

between Kazakhstan and the EU are expected to strengthen in 

the medium term.

[1] @CharlesMichel, “In Astana to Deepen The Ties With Central Asia”, 

Twitter, October 27, 2022, https://twitter.com/CharlesMichel/sta-

tus/1585490060140503040, (Date of Accession: 27.10.2022).

[2] “Токаев и Мишель обсудили сотрудничество Казахстана и ЕС”, 24 

Mir, https://mir24.tv/news/16528613/tokaev-i-mishel-obsudili-sotrudnich-

estvo-kazahstana-i-es, (Date of Accession: 27.10.2022).

[3] Ibid.

[4] “Мишель заявил о роли Астаны в регионе, отметил важность 

«всестороннего» расследования Январских событий”, We Freed the 

Radio, https://rus.azattyq.org/a/32102887.html, (Date of Accession: 

27.10.2022).

nected.”, emphasizing that issues such as energy and climate 

change were discussed at the meeting,[3]  Michel drew atten-

tion to the fact that Kazakhstan, the EU’s largest trading partner 

in Central Asia, has turned into a regional “transport connectiv-

ity hub” between the East and the West.

The parties also addressed the relocation of non-sanctioned 

European companies to Kazakhstan during the talks held be-

tween Michel and Tokayev. In this context, Michel emphasized 

that international sanctions must be followed and that at-

tempts to evade these sanctions are unacceptable, underlin-

ing that the EU restrictions placed on Moscow are not intended 

for third parties. Kazakhstan satisfies the EU’s standards in this 

regard. After the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Astana announced 

that it would comply with international sanctions against Mos-

cow. While Kazakhstan’s decision sparked a backlash from Rus-

sia, it was welcomed by the West. The United States (US) and 

the EU have stated that they will assist in ensuring that Russia’s 

sanctions do not harm Kazakhstan.

Tokayev and Michel emphasized the need of extending trans-

port corridors and constructing new lines between Europe 

and Central Asia “while keeping in mind the current geopolit-

ical environment,” and they discussed the prospects and de-

velopment of the Trans-Caspian international transport route. 

Both leaders have decided to further implement the Enhanced 

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between Kazakhstan 

and the EU, the EU Strategy for Central Asia, as well as new EU 

initiatives for Central Asia for “connectivity and other sectors.”[4]

Kazakhstan has become the first and only Central Asian state 

to sign an Enhanced Partnership and Cooperation Agreement 

with the EU. Tokayev believes that regular high-level exchanges 

strengthen the parties’ comprehensive dialogue. Aiming to play 

a kind of “buffer market” role between the East and the West 

as well as the South and the North, Kazakhstan wants the EU to 

cooperate in the development of alternative transcontinental 

corridors, including the Trans-Caspian International Transport 

route. Furthermore, it is stated that the priority areas of cooper-

ation are energy and food security, the “green” economy, and 

the development of transportation and logistics lines.

While Kazakhstan is adversely impacted by Russia’s econom-

ic sanctions, putting the government in a tough position, the 
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geopolitics and regional peace in the eyes of both states of the 

region and non-regional actors.

After the ceasefire, the Baku administration showed a sincere and 

persistent will to implement a peace projection that includes Ye-

revan. However, both global and regional equations and develop-

ments have shown that; the will of the Azerbaijani side alone is not 

sufficient for the establishment of peace.

The first point that should be mentioned at the point of peace-build-

ing in the post-war periods is the necessity of the parties to show 

their will at the point of peace-building. If any of the warring parties 

refrain from peace, any attempt is unlikely to yield results. Anoth-

er issue is that the parties agree on the conditions of peace and 

their expectations regarding the post-peace order. Because if one 

party’s proposals for the conditions to be put forward for peace 

and the order to be established afterward are perceived by the 

other actor as a situation contrary to their interests, the process is 

not likely to be successful. The last point is that to bring the warring 

parties together at the peace table, either initiative by internation-

al organizations or a global political will should be formed or an 

effective actor that will play the role of a mediator should step in.

While it is observed that in the Armenian-Azerbaijani normalization 

efforts, the parties have demonstrated their will for the establish-

ment of regional peace in the South Caucasus; it is also obvious 

that there are some serious differences in terms of the conditions 

of peace and the future of peace. At this point, the role of third ac-

tors becomes important. However, an important question needs 

to be answered here: Does the third actor who brings the warring 

parties together want peace? For this reason, the summit held in 

Sochi, Russia on October 31, 2022, is very important.

First of all, it is useful to take a look at the statement published by 

the Kremlin after the Sochi Summit. The statement in question in-

cludes the following statements:[1]

“The meeting took place at the point the three leaders discussed 

the implementation process of the declarations adopted in 2020 

and 2021, the parties reiterated their commitment to strictly ad-

here to all these agreements to comprehensively normalize Azer-

baijan-Armenia relations, ensure peace, stability, security, and 

sustainable economic development of the South Caucasus. Also, 

that meeting happened about the agreement on the settlement 

based on mutual recognition of sovereignty, territorial integrity, 

and inviolability of borders by the United Nations (UN) Charter and 

the Almaty Declaration of 1991 and emphasizing the importance of 

active preparation for the signing of a peace agreement between 

Azerbaijan and Armenia for the establishment of sustainable and 

long-term peace in the region.”

If an evaluation should be made between the lines of the decla-

ration, in which the contribution of the Peacekeeping Force of Rus-

sia to the provision of regional security and efforts to stabilize the 

situation in the region should be made, it is necessary to evaluate 

the lines, which Moscow clearly and treats as its backyard and 

defines it as its immediate environment within the framework of 

the “Primakov Doctrine.” It can be said that Russia will not tolerate 

the existence of an actor other than himself in the shaping of the 

geography.

Russia, which became isolated in international politics due to the 

Ukraine War and faced the risk of losing its superiority in regional 

subsystems to different actors, while designing the geopolitics of 

the region with the Sochi Summit; on the other hand, it does not 

allow any power vacuum and tries to prevent other actors from 

finding space for itself.

At the point of establishing peace, the Sochi Summit is important 

in terms of seeing how much Moscow wants for regional peace, 

as well as this preference in the regional leg of its global strategy. 

Although the declaration published after the summit refers to the 

UN Founding Agreement and the Almaty Declaration of 1991, in the 

point of realizing that, the absence of any concrete statements 

about the responsibilities of the parties and Moscow, the steps to 

be taken and the mechanisms that need to be functionalized is a 

point that should not be overlooked.

As a result, the establishment of regional peace, which the Azerbai-

jani side sincerely and persistently brought to the agenda, emerg-

es as a phenomenon that cannot be realized only as a result of 

the will of the states in the South Caucasus geopolitics. Because 

the Putin administration sees the region as its backyard and does 

not want to lose it to anyone. In addition, the aim of Moscow, which 

does not take a serious step toward peace, is rather than peace; 

it can be argued that the problem is the preservation of the as-

sets of the potential risks by freezing. Thus, it should be noted that 

the aim is to make regional states establish good relations with 

Moscow and to punish the states in question if they turn to differ-

ent options. Therefore, real regional peace in the South Caucasus 

does not seem very likely to happen in a short time.

[1] “Putin, Aliyev, Pashinyan Agree on Joint Statement”, TASS, https://

tass.com/politics/1530493, (Date of Accession: 01.11.2022).
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After the Sochi Summit: Road 
to Peace or a Frozen Problem?
The Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict, which is the 

most important problem of the post-Cold War 

period in the geopolitics of the South Caucasus, 

and the occupation of “Karabakh and 7 dis-

tricts”, took a new form with the Second Karab-

akh War, which started in September 2020 and 

lasted for 44 days. This new situation brought 

about the liberation of some of the Azerbaijani 

lands occupied by Armenia and brought the 

geopolitics of the region to a new status quo.

As it is known, the clashes that started on Sep-

tember 27, 2020, were the beginning of a war 

that lasted for 44 days, and the Azerbaijani 

Armed Forces achieved great heroism and 

success throughout the war; on the other hand, 

the Baku administration demonstrated suc-

cessful diplomatic performance. Thus, when 

the ceasefire was signed on November 10, 2020, 

Azerbaijan not only liberated a significant part 

of its occupied territory for nearly 30 years but 

also became a center of attraction for regional 
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Controlling Russia and Competing 
Against China: Africa in the US
National Security Strategy Paper
The United States (US) published its new Na-

tional Security Strategy Document on October 

14, 2022. In the document, the ‘one’ page is de-

voted to Africa. In addition, Africa is mentioned, 

albeit slightly, throughout the document.[1]

In light of this document, it can be said that; 

The US sees Africa as an important region in 

its growing military rivalry with China and Rus-

sia. Africa is not prominently discussed in the 

document, except for a brief one-page section. 

According to the sections mentioning Africa, in-

cluding the one-page section; the operational 

importance of the region in the US national se-

curity strategy is increasing. In addition, the in-

creasing importance of these two countries in 

the continent should be taken into account in the strategy of developing relations with Africa against China and Russia. Because, while 

China is the continent’s largest trading partner, Russia is the largest arms marketer to the continent.

One of the most important aspects of the document is the strategy for the US to compete with China and to control Russia in many 

regions. In the African continent, the Chinese administration has become the largest trading partner of the continental states within the 

scope of The Belt-Road Project and has greatly increased its influence in the region with its huge infrastructure projects. On the other 

hand, after the annexation of Crimea in 2014, Moscow has become the largest arms supplier in Africa, with which it has increased its 

relations to circumvent the sanctions imposed against it, and Russian companies have made large investments in various mines in the 

continent. Thus, both China and Russia gained great influence on the continent. From this point of view, it is possible to say that both 

countries understand the strategic importance of Africa and take steps in this direction.

Accordingly, the US wishes to refocus on the threat Russia poses in Africa, especially in Ukraine, as well as in many regions, and on the 

competition with China. Under the African title of the document, Joe Biden’s administration sees African countries as equal partners 

and includes the region in this way to achieve many priorities, such as health, climate change, and epidemic. In addition, the US wants 

to deepen relations with African countries in every way to prevent them from getting closer to Russia and China, and therefore asks 

countries on the continent to make progress on non-democratic issues such as corruption, human rights, and authoritarianism.

The Washington administration, which wants to reduce the cost of the increased impacts of coups in Africa in recent years by partner-

ing with international and regional organizations, is therefore seeking to resist the democratic decline in Africa. Thinking that Russia is 

trying to dominate the region through the Wagner Group, the Biden administration will take steps to renew democracy, reduce conflicts, 

and prevent and solve problems in continental countries to mitigate the impact. Thus, it will pursue a strategy of repelling the destabi-

lizing influence of the Wagner Group and Russia. Apart from Wagner, although Russia’s presence in Africa is limited, its influence in the 

region is increasing with military partnerships and arms sales agreements.

According to the National Security Strategy Document, the US is seen to follow a policy to put Russia and China behind the scenes by 

forming a coalition and modernizing its army with states that think like itself. Russia is alleged to have increased its influence with the 

Wagner Group in at least 10 countries in Africa. Through this special military company, they are believed to be protecting and even 

operating mines in the countries they are in.

Russia provides security to governments and educates armies in many countries, including Sudan, Libya, the Central African Republic, 

and finally Mali through the Wagner Group. This situation is interpreted by the US as a further deterioration of the fragile structure of Af-

rica. In addition, the US wants to support African countries against the Wagner Group, which is thought to have caused many negative 

incidents, such as disinformation, and economic and political pressure in their countries, and to attract them by developing collabora-

tions with them. The US sees such groups as threats to African countries and thinks that these groups destabilize the region more and 

cause terrorist organizations to gain space/region.

On the other hand, China opened its first overseas military base in Djibouti in 2017 and increased its military and security cooperation 

with African countries to protect its investments within the scope of The Belt-Road Project. At the same time, it has become the conti-

nent’s largest trading partner. It also makes many countries dependent on themselves. In recent years, this has made China a rival to 

the US, as it has been since before the Biden administration. As in many parts of the world, there is an assessment that the US will follow 

its path to deepening its relations with countries in the region against China.

China has deeper military, political, and commercial cooperation agreements with continental countries than Russia. China finally 

opened its first political leadership training school on the continent in Tanzania in July 2022, where it once again demonstrated its desire 

to spread its ideology. It can be understood that more of this will come from the report announced at the 20th Chinese Communist 
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Party Congress. The US’ fear of increasing China’s influence is understandable. Shortly, China is expected to surpass the US econom-

ically, while China’s influence in many countries threatens the interests of the US. This highlights the idea that the United States may 

also restrict security interests on the African continent, as in other regions.

China has established an economic and commercial basis with African countries under the Belt and Road Initiative and the Forum 

on China–Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) and continues its work in that direction. However, this is only a part of China’s strategy, which 

has increased its military appearance in the continent through military and security agreements, and its arms sales to the continent 

have increased greatly. This worries the US even more. Russia’s economy is far behind the US, so the US considers Russia a threat in 

some regions rather than a competitor. China, however, is seen by the US as both a competitor and a source of concern, as it has 

developed economic and political relations with almost every country in the world, and, in addition, it has increased its military power 

in recent years.

China’s security and military steps in Africa are described by the US as parts of the agenda for diplomatic, political, and most impor-

tant strategic influence on the continent. At this point, every step and every opportunity that China takes to increase its influence is 

perceived by the Washington administration as a threat, and this increases the US-Chinese competition in the world.

The speech of the US Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, on October 6, 2022, reveals the 

competition for the region:[2]

 “One of the most pressing and growing concerns in Africa is the Kremlin-backed Wagner Group’s strategy to tap into the natural 

resources of the Central African Republic, Mali, and Sudan, as well as other countries. These ill-gotten gains are used to finance Mos-

cow’s war in Africa, the Middle East, and Ukraine.”

This is a claim for now; however, it will be understood from the strategy document that the USA will act by considering it to be true. 

Moscow’s efforts to expand its place in Africa can be considered understandable in terms of saving the situation in Ukraine and di-

verting its direction economically.

In this context, the Washington administration’s drafting of a strategy for Moscow also draws attention to Africa’s strategic importance 

in the field of security. Russia does not have a major global influence like China. The effect it creates is generally regional. However, the 

US still seeks to control Russian influence as it sees it as a threat to itself and global security. In short, according to the new Security 

Strategy Document announced by the US administration, it can be said that Washington will take appropriate steps in Africa to control 

Russia and strengthen its hand in the competition against China.

[1] “U.S. National Security Strategy: Build 21st Century U.S.-Africa Partnerships”, US National Security Council, https://www.africom.mil/arti-

cle/34773/us-national-security-strategy-build-21st-century-us-africa-partnerships (Date of Accession: 25.10.2022).

[2] “Russian Mercenaries ‘Exploiting Africa to Fund War in Ukraine’”, The Guardian, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/oct/06/

russian-mercenaries-exploiting-africa-to-fund-war-in-ukraine (Date of Accession: 25.10.2022).
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The Problem of War Reparations 
in the Germany-Poland-Greece 
Triangle
It is observed that Poland and Greece have re-

cently raised the issue of “war compensation” 

in the discourses they have developed against 

Germany. Athens and Warsaw demand war 

reparations from Berlin, citing war crimes com-

mitted by Nazi Germany during World War II.

Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias met with 

his Polish counterpart Zbigniew Rau in Warsaw 

on October 5, 2022, and underlined that this 

was the first bilateral meeting between foreign 

ministers in many years. Dendias also stated 

that Athens and Warsaw share many things, 

including history, and emphasized Polish ath-

lete Jerzy Iwanow-Szajnowicz, who played an 

important role against the Nazi occupation of 

Greece in World War II.[1]

Moreover, Dendias raised the issue that Ger-

many should pay war reparations to Greece 

during the meeting. The Greek Foreign Minister 

cited Germany’s war crimes during World War I 

and World War II as the reason for this.[2]
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To have a clearer understanding of the Greek position on the issue of war reparations, it is also necessary to look at the historical back-

ground. The occupation of Greece by Nazi Germany on April 6, 1941, constitutes the basis of the problem.

In April 2019, the Greek Parliament passed a resolution demanding that Berlin pay war reparations to Athens by a large majority vote. Ac-

cording to the decision, Greece demands 9.2 billion euros for World War I and 309.5 billion euros for World War II. Germany, on the other 

hand, considers that it has fulfilled all its obligations by paying 115 million marks to Greece in 1960. The Greek Foreign Ministry announced 

in April 2021 that it insisted on discussing the issue of war reparations with Germany.[3]

On September 1, 2022, Warsaw demanded $1.3 trillion in war reparations from Berlin, citing war crimes committed by Nazi Germany 

during World War II. Germany, on the other hand, argues that in the years after World War II, reparations were paid to the Eastern Bloc 

countries and that the territories lost by Poland while the borders were redrawn were compensated by some of Germany’s pre-war 

territories.[4] Berlin announced that its opinion on the question had not changed after Poland’s request and stated that the issue was 

closed for them.

First of all, it should not be considered a surprise that Dendias raised this issue with his Polish counterpart. Poland has also recently 

demanded compensation from Germany for its occupation by the Nazis in World War II, and the Berlin administration has refused this. 

Therefore, it is seen that Athens and Warsaw want to act jointly against Berlin on this issue. In particular, the “emphasis on common 

history” is the most important reason for Greece and Poland to act together.

As can be understood, the fact that Poland and Greece were subjected to the occupation of Nazi Germany during World War II neces-

sitates the act together of the parties in a sense.

Furthermore, Polish Foreign Minister Rau, during a meeting with his Greek counterpart, stated that they are waiting for an official re-

sponse to the diplomatic note sent by his country to Germany on October 3, 2022. However, on October 4, 2022, German Foreign Minister 

Annalena Baerbock, during a meeting with her Polish counterpart, said that the issue of war reparations was closed from the point of 

view of Berlin.[5]

Another piece of evidence showing that Greece and Poland are acting in coordination on the issue of war reparations from Germany 

emerged during the meeting of German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis.

On October 27, 2022, Scholz paid an official visit to Athens. During the visit, Mitsotakis raised the issue of war reparations. The Greek Prime 

Minister called on Germany to repay the mandatory compensation left over from the Nazi occupation and thus stated that the differ-

ences on the issue would be bridged.[6] However, Scholz stated that the issue has been closed from a legal and political point of view.[7]

Poland, on the other hand, made a statement on war reparations from Germany the day after the Mitsotakis-Scholz meeting. On Oc-

tober 28, 2022, the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs published a list of reparations that the country had sought from Germany for the 

tangible and intangible losses suffered during World War II. In addition to the 1.3 trillion euros in financial compensation, Poland demand-

ed that Germany take “systemic measures” to return cultural items looted by the Nazis and still kept in Berlin. Moreover, Poland has de-

manded compensation paid to the victims of the Nazi occupation, as well as for the losses and damages suffered by their families.[8]

The remarkable point about war reparations is that Athens and Warsaw also acted together on the timing issue. The parties make 

statements one after the other, especially after they meet with German Government officials. In this context, it can be suggested that 

Poland and Greece want to put pressure on Germany by raising the issue in a coordinated manner.
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söylenebilir. Örneğin Almanya Ekonomi Bakanı Robert Habeck, 5 Ekim 2022 tarihinde ABD’nin ve diğer dost doğalgaz tedarikçisi ülkelerin 

Ukrayna Savaşı’ndan kâr elde ettiklerini öne sürerek, arza astronomik fiyatlar uygulandığını öne sürmüştür.[8]

Kısaca özetlemek gerekirse, Rusya- Ukrayna Savaşı’yla başlayan süreç ele alındığında, bazı Avrupa ülkelerinin LNG’ye yönelmelerinin bir 

tercihten ziyade; zorunluluk olduğu görülmektedir. Bunun en belirgin örneğinin de Almanya olduğu söylenebilir. Sıvılaştırma ve ulaştır-

ma maliyetlerinin yüksek olması nedeniyle boru hatlarına göre daha pahalı bir alternatif olan LNG’nin Balkan ülkelerinden ziyade; Batı 

Avrupa devletleri için daha geçerli bir seçenek olacağı öne sürülebilir. Sonuç olarak LNG’nin Avrupa’nın enerji kırılganlığı yaşadığı bir 

süreçte, birçok ülke için uzun vadede enerji güvenliğinin çeşitlendirilmesi konusunda önemli bir alternatif olacağı; fakat mevcut krizin 

aşılmasında yetersiz kalacağı söylenebilir.

[1] “LNG Process”, Saint John LNG, https://www.saintjohnlng.com/lng-process#:~:text=After%20the%20unloading%20arms%20are,takes%20

approximately%2024%2D36%20hours, (Erişim Tarihi:05.10.2022).

[2] “Sıvılaştırılmış Doğalgaz (LNG)”, Shell, https://www.shell.com.tr/kurumsal-musteriler/shell-lng/liquefied-natural-gas-lng.html, (Erişim 

Tarihi:05.10.2022).

[3] “Number of Operational and Planned Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) İmport Terminals in Europe as of April 2022, by country”, Statista, 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/326008/lng-import-terminals-by-country-europe/, (Erişim Tarihi: 08.10.2022).

[4] Harry Aposporis, “Launch of Works on Alexandroupolis LNG Terminal in Greece”, Balkan Green Energy News, https://balkangreene-

nergynews.com/launch-of-works-on-alexandroupolis-lng-terminal-in-greece-heralds-reduced-dependence-on-russian-gas-for-

the-balkans/, (Erişim Tarihi: 05.10.2022).

[5] “Number of Operational and Planned Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) İmport Terminals in Europe as of April 2022, by country”, Statista, 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/326008/lng-import-terminals-by-country-europe/, (Erişim Tarihi: 08.10.2022).

[6] “Germany Builds New Gas Terminals to Succeed Russian Pipelines”, France 24, https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20221002-

germany-builds-new-gas-terminals-to-succeed-russian-pipelines, (Erişim Tarihi: 08.10.2022).

[7] “Secretary Antony J. Blinken And Canadian Foreign Minister Mélanie Joly At a Joint Press Availability”, U.S. Deparment of State, https://

www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-and-canadian-foreign-minister-melanie-joly-at-a-joint-press-availability/, (Erişim Tarihi: 

08.10.2022).

[8] “German Minister Criticizes U.S. Over ‘Astronomical’ Natural Gas Prices”, CNBC, https://www.cnbc.com/2022/10/05/german-minis-

ter-criticizes-us-over-astronomical-natural-gas-prices.html, (Erişim Tarihi: 08.10.2022).
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Rishi Sunak Period in Britain 
and Its Impact on Global
Politics

a former finance minister, and strictly objected to any change 

in tax rates.

On the other hand, relying on her former post as foreign minis-

ter, Truss criticized Sunak by arguing that he is inexperienced in 

world politics, and thus, could not defend British interests. Truss’ 

populist statements as such, mainly referring to China, were so 

impactful on voters that even Sunak had to come up with a 

similar stance and promise to get tough on China.

As Truss’s radical and populist views were well received by the 

MPs, moderate right winger Sunak had become overshadowed 

and lost the election race. The collapse of the Truss govern-

ment after a six-week stint in office despite the previous pop-

ularity was met with surprise by Britain. This development is not 

surprising with an eye to Continental Europe’s perspective on 

threats originating from Russia-Ukraine, and China-Taiwan. Al-

though radical tendencies are on the rise in Europe, there are 

ongoing efforts to establish a balance between foreign policy 

and the economy. The Truss government could not establish 

this balance in Britain. Truss’ radical attitude in foreign policy 

continued with her strident rhetoric addressing the economy. 

Hence, with the rapid depreciation of the British stock market 

and the sterling following the tax cuts decision taken by the 

new government, Truss could not overcome the initial shock 

and had to resign due to public pressure. In short, the cause of 

Truss’ failure was that she pursued a radical line both in foreign 

policy and in the economy.

About his former role as Finance Minister, Sunak has gained 

prominence as the strongest candidate capable of solving the 

economic crisis inherited from Truss, and his Premiership was 

guaranteed when Johnson withdrew from the contest. It can be 

said that Sunak’s warnings on Truss’ economic pledges during 

the elections last summer have proved to be right since ena-

bled him to obtain the position. Now, the new priority of the gov-

ernment will be overcoming the economic crisis. Sunak comes 

to the front this time with his cautious and balanced attitude, 

keeping in mind the shock brought by the sudden depreciation 

of the sterling and the stock market performance. Therefore, 

there is a high level of confidence that the new government will 

overcome this crisis. Sunak’s cautious attitude will address not 

only the economy but also foreign policy.

It is estimated that Sunak’s foreign policy regarding both Rus-

sia and China will be more moderate than that of the Johnson 

government. This is because while Johnson is associated with 

both the moderate wing and the radical wing, Sunak is thought 

to be pursuing a more moderate line. For example, he is in favor 

Standing out as the only candidate who man-

aged to get 100 nominations from Conserva-

tive Members of Parliament (MP), Britain’s for-

mer finance minister Rishi Sunak has won the 

contest held in England to succeed Liz Truss 

after her resignation, becoming the new Tory 

leader. One of the major questions arising from 

this development is how Britain’s foreign policy 

will be shaped and will affect global politics in 

return.

To answer this question, the crisis over the Unit-

ed Kingdom (UK) Tory leadership in the last few 

months should be examined first. Last sum-

of maintaining steady economic ties with China.[1] In this con-

text, he still supports the British government’s plan to initiate the 

“Golden Era” by improving economic relations with China.

On the other hand, As Continental Europe is turning more cau-

tious about the “China Threat”, the mercantilist attitude of Su-

nak may damage the harmony between Europe   and the UK. 

For example, as the European Union held a meeting to dis-

cuss the third term of Xi Jinping and determine new policies, 

Germany and France argued that the union should be more 

prudent while maintaining economic ties with China and that 

they should not repeat the mistake seen in relations with Russia. 

Under these circumstances, Sunak’s discourse on initiating the 

Golden Era with China may lead to a deterioration in regional 

balances.

Among other splits, transatlantic relations may face severe de-

terioration. While Truss is a firm supporter of the United States 

(US) policies towards China, Sunak approaches China prag-

matically. At a time when the Western World is raising its voice 

against Russia and China, the pragmatist and mercantilist 

stance of Sunak may damage the harmony between the US 

and England. More specifically, Sunak’s premiership may cause 

setbacks in Anglo-Saxon and transatlantic relations.

It seems that the US will feel the absence of the Truss govern-

ment in Britain, considering its need for North Atlantic Treaty Or-

ganization’s support (and thus European support) during the 

Taiwan Crisis. For instance, Truss, who declared that Ukraine 

should be strongly supported, and even advocated prepara-

tions for Taiwan, has worn the “UK stands with Ukraine” badge 

on her collar during all her foreign visits. Speaking for the US, the 

Sunak government will not be keen on such policies.

One may assume that a prime minister change in Britain would 

not have a major impact on global geopolitics since British 

interests would remain the same. However, as the ways and 

methods of attaining these interests will change, its global re-

flections should not be underestimated. Although the foreign 

policy arguments of Truss and Sunak remain constant, it is 

estimated that there will be a significant difference between 

them in terms of their manners and discourses. Renowned for 

his moderate views in the UK, Sunak’s premiership will create a 

positive geopolitical fracture at a time when global competi-

tion, polarizations, and tensions are on the rise.

[1]“Where Does Each Potential Prime Minister Stand On China?”, Beijing 

Britain, https://beijingtobritain.substack.com/p/where-does-each-po-

tential-prime-minister, (Date of Accession: 25.10.2022).

mer, a six-week election race within the Con-

servative Party was initiated to determine the 

candidate that would succeed Boris Johnson, 

who had stepped down after facing severe 

backlash due to the “Partygate” scandal. On 6 

September 2022, after the final round of vot-

ing between Rishi Sunak and Liz Truss, the latter 

won the contest and become Britain’s Prime 

Minister. The most debated issue during the 

race between the two contestants had been 

the steps to be taken to recover the economy. 

While Truss proposed tax cuts and reforms to 

improve the economy, Sunak warned of the 

risks of this policy concerning his experience as 

35
W W W . A N K A S A M . O R G

34

Dr. Cenk TAMER
ANKASAM

Asia-Pacific
Expert

ANKASAM ANALYSIS

A N K A R A  C E N T E R  F O R  C R I S I S  A N D  P O L I C Y  S T U D I E SA N K A S A M  B U L L E T I N



W W W . A N K A S A M . O R G

Therefore, it is thought that renewable energy in Europe will not 

offer an effective solution in the short term.

As it is expected, it is foreseeable that some EU countries will 

continue to meet their energy needs from fossil fuels such as 

natural gas and coal. Hungary, for example, is one of the coun-

tries that are most dependent on Russian gas. For this reason, 

the Budapest administration opposed the oil sanctions, espe-

cially within the scope of the 6th sanctions package of the EU, 

and was exempted from the sanctions. It was observed that 

the payments paid for imported oil and fossil gas in the country, 

which was 4 billion euros in 2019, increased to 19 billion euros 

in 2022. Therefore, in the face of the situation that has led to 

an increase in living costs, Victor Orban’s government declared 

an “energy emergency” in July 2022.  Within the scope of the 

emergency, it was decided to ban energy exports and extend 

the working hours to increase the production of the country’s 

only nuclear power plant. Moreover, Hungary, which is heavily 

dependent on Russia for fossil fuels, signed a 15-year agree-

ment with Gazprom for the purchase of natural gas in 2021.[5]

It can be said that Hungary will continue to provide its energy 

needs through fossil fuels. It is stated that some initiatives will be 

made to continue to serve the Matra Coal Power Plant, which 

is planned to be closed in 2025 in the country. The power plant 

stands out as one of the power plants that cause air pollution in 

Europe. Therefore, the possibility of the government announc-

ing that it will keep the power plant open may bring Hungary 

into a confrontation with the EU, as it will directly affect the EU’s 

climate policies. On the other hand, if the energy policies are 

not compatible with the EU, the cutting of EU funds may also 

come to the agenda.[6]

At this point, it is useful to remind the example of Germany. Ger-

man Chancellor Olaf Scholz has announced that the three nu-

clear power plants that are currently operating but are sched-

uled to be closed will extend their operating period and will be 

in service until April 15, 2023. However, Germany has deactivated 

three of the six nuclear power plants in use after the disaster at 

the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant in Japan and decided to 

close the remaining three plants at the end of this year. Howev-

er, the Berlin administration abandoned this decision to avoid 

energy shortages after Russia cut off natural gas shipments to 

Europe and announced that it would leave the Isar 2 and Neck-

arwestheim 2 nuclear power plants in the south of the country 

in reserve.[7]

As it will be remembered, the EU Commission, on the occasion 

of the European Green Deal adopted on December 11, 2019, 

committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, especially 

CO2, by 55% by 2030 and to create a “carbon neutral”, that is, 

zero-emission Europe for 2050.[1]

In this context, the EU planned to increase the use of renewable 

energy sources and carry out reforms in different areas aimed 

at reviewing climate and energy policies to achieve the target 

of reducing emissions by 55% in 2030 with the “Fit-for-55” pack-

age announced in September 2020.[2] However, the deepening 

energy crisis due to the war in Ukraine has negatively affect-

ed the EU’s fight against climate change and has revealed the 

need for states to use non-renewable energy sources such as 

fossil fuels and nuclear energy at least for a while longer. There-

fore, the EU has had to fight the energy crisis on the one hand 

and climate change on the other at the same time. This situ-

ation seems to have squeezed the EU into a narrow space on 

energy and climate change.

Is the “Green Transformation” the Solution to the Energy Crisis?

Western countries seeking solutions to the energy crisis have 

begun to take various measures. In this context, governments 

that call on citizens to save energy have also considered re-

newable energy sources as an alternative to reduce energy 

costs. The President of the EU Commission Ursula von der Leyen 

continues to emphasize the need to invest in renewable energy 

infrastructure in the negotiations on the measures to be taken 

within the scope of emergency measures for the energy crisis.

[3] Therefore, it is observed that the EU has taken various initia-

tives to accelerate investments in renewable energy infrastruc-

ture in response to the energy crisis.

On the other hand, in the Inflation Reduction Act signed by the 

President of the United States (US) Joe Biden on August 17, 2022, 

it is seen that the importance of renewable energy in reduc-

ing energy prices is emphasized. Because, within the scope 

of this law, 369 billion dollars of resources have been allocat-

ed for investments in energy security and combating climate 

change, and it is aimed to reduce energy bills between 500 

and 1000 dollars per year and to reduce carbon emissions by 

%40 by 2030.[4] Despite all these efforts, it is difficult for Europe 

to use renewable energy to alleviate the energy crisis and at 

the same time to implement the targeted plans to fight climate 

change. The biggest reason for this is stated as it will take time 

to increase the capacity of renewable energy infrastructure. 
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The Effects of the Energy Crisis on
the EU Policies on Climate Change
Europe is experiencing a serious energy crisis, 

especially after the Russia-Ukraine War. The cri-

sis has caused high inflation in many European 

Union (EU) countries, increasing the cost of liv-

ing. Besides, the energy crisis has caused the 

postponement of the decisions taken for the 

implementation of the EU’s energy and climate 

policies. The EU has questioned its policies re-

garding climate change due to the energy cri-

sis, which it is intensively fighting. The bloc was 

planning to accelerate the transition to sus-

tainable/renewable energy sources such as 

solar and wind instead of the fossil fuel-based 

energy system in the fight against climate 

change. In recent years, work on this issue has 

also been accelerated.  In this context, it was 

aimed to implement practices aimed at pre-

venting emission increases within the scope of 

the implementation of the Paris Climate Agree-

ment.
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pared to go to Kyiv with delegates from Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, but the Ukrainian authorities said they did not want this 

trip to take place.

Ukraine’s attitude towards the President of Germany stemmed from Steinmeier’s advocacy of establishing close relations with Russia 

while he was Minister of Foreign Affairs. In addition, the German President was a hot supporter of the North Stream-2 Project and was 

therefore considered as an architect of Russian-German relations by political circles.[3]

In other news, after these developments, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said that he did not intend to visit Ukraine until the German 

President was accepted. In this context, Scholz said that the attitude toward the President of Germany, which provides so much finan-

cial and military assistance for Ukraine, was not correct.[4]

After all these developments, Steinmeier arrived in Kyiv on October 26, 2022, and met with the President of Ukraine Vladimir Zelenskyy on 

the same day. One of the main topics of the meeting was the provision of weapons to Ukraine. In this context, Steinmeier said, “I assured 

the President that the transfer of the two MARS systems will soon be carried out. Germany will also provide four of our PzH 2000 cases 

of abuse.” In addition, Steinmeier declared that he will deliver to Kyiv four new IRIS-T Air Defense Systems, one of which is already on the 

balance sheet of the Ukrainian army.[5]

According to Zelenskyy, Germany has recently changed its official rhetoric in favor of Ukraine. Zelenskyy has commented: “I would like to 

express my gratitude to Germany for its support. I am aware that besides your visit to the Chernihiv area, the German side is ready to 

participate in the restoration of Chernihiv. I am also satisfied with the results of our talks.” [6]

As it is understood, the Berlin administration is changing its Ukrainian policy. In the past, however, Germany was more concerned with 

its relations with Russia. The arms assistance carried out by the Berlin administration was also below Kyiv’s expectations. This affected 

Ukraine’s approach to Germany and pushed Kyiv to develop close relations with London.

Due to the situation in question, although Germany supplied weapons to Ukraine in order not to stay in the background, it also refrained 

from providing aid that would change the outcome of the war. In October 2022, three developments would cause Berlin to change its 

policy. The first of these is that Russia could not achieve the desired success in the war and therefore lost prestige in Berlin. This moved 

Germany away from its preference to attach importance to relations with Moscow.

Secondly, energy cooperation, the most fundamental component of German-Russian relations, is coming to an end. Because the Mos-

cow administration, on the one hand, cut the natural gas flow to harm the German economy; on the other hand, Nord Stream-1 and 

Nord Stream-2 Natural Gas Pipelines, which are symbols of German-Russian cooperation, were sabotaged and rendered unusable. This 

led Germany to change its Russia-centered energy policy.

Third, the fact that Britain, which is trying to lead the Ukraine policy on behalf of Europe, is going through a politically unstable period, is 

seen as an opportunity by Berlin. It can be said that Steinmeier, who also served as the Minister of Foreign Affairs and knows Ukraine, is 

trying to gain an advantage in the European leadership struggle and shaping the European policy of the continent.

As a result, Germany wants to repair its relations with Ukraine and have a say in Ukraine’s future. Therefore, the Berlin administration 

has reviewed its policy regarding the country. This suggests that Germany could become one of the leading actors in the support of 

Ukraine.

[1] “Президент Германии Штайнмайер впервые приехал в Киев с момента вторжения РФ”, Focus, https://focus.ua/politics/534260-prezident-germanii-shtaynmayer-vpervye-priehal-v-kiev-s-momen-
ta-vtorzheniya-rf-foto, (Erişim Tarihi: 26.10.2022).
[2] “Президент Швейцарии посетил Украину”, TASS, https://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/16105089, (Erişim Tarihi: 26.10.2022).
[3] “Штайнмайеру в Киеве не рады: Зеленский не желает встречаться с немецким президентом”, Focus, https://focus.ua/world/512128-shtaynmayeru-v-kieve-ne-rady-zelenskiy-ne-zhelaet-vstrechatsya-s-
nemeckim-prezidentom, (Erişim Tarihi: 26.10.2022).
[4] “Шольц назвал отказ Киева Штайнмайеру препятствием своему визиту на Украину”, İzvestiya, https://iz.ru/1329402/2022-05-03/sholtc-nazval-otkaz-kieva-shtainmaieru-prepiatstviem-svoemu-vizi-
tu-na-ukrainu, (Erişim Tarihi: 26.10.2022).
[5] “Штайнмайер пообещал Украине скорую передачу РСЗО MARS и гаубиц”, Post Factum, https://postfactum.info/politics/shtaynmayer-poobeschal-ukraine-skoruyu-peredachu-rszo-mars-i-gaubic-12584.
html, (Erişim Tarihi: 26.10.2022).
[6] Ibid. 39
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Germany’s Formidable 
Ukraine Policy
On October 25, 2022, President of Germany 

Frank-Walter Steinmeier went to Kyiv for an 

official visit. This visit was the German leader’s 

first trip to Ukraine since Russia’s military in-

tervention. When Steinmeier arrived in Kyiv, he 

addressed the Ukrainians and stated that Ger-

many would support Ukraine economically, po-

litically, and militarily. He also sent a message 

to the German people and said that Ukrainians 

needed help. In this context, Steinmeier made 

a statement: “Let’s not forget what this war 

means for people in Ukraine. Such pain, such 

destruction. People in Ukraine need us.”[1]

Steinmeier was scheduled to visit Ukraine on 

October 20, 2022. However, the visit was can-

celled due to the bombing of Kyiv. But in the 

process, other Western leaders continued to 

visit Kyiv. For example, President of the Swiss 

Confederation Ignazio Cassis visited the cap-

ital of Ukraine on October 20, 2022. The pur-

pose of Cassis’s visit is described as “to have 

an on-site opinion on the military situation, the 

humanitarian situation, and the preparation for 

the reconstruction of the country”.[2]

As it will be remembered, relations between 

Kyiv and Berlin were strained in the spring of 

2022 due to the rejection of Steinmeier’s visit. 

However, on April 12, 2022, Steinmeier was pre-
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EU-Uzbekistan Enhanced 
Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement

During this time, 10 negotiation rounds and more than 150 

meetings were held at the level of experts, chief negotiators, 

and government members. Thus, EOCA was signed on 6th July 

2022. The agreement includes provisions on political dialogue, 

democratic cooperation, human rights, development of cul-

tural relations, financial and technical cooperation, investment, 

and protection of goods, services, and intellectual property.

Also, EPCA covers new areas such as foreign policy, security, 

conflict prevention, crisis management, protection of person-

al data, asylum and border management, fight against illegal 

immigration, fight against organized crime and corruption and 

fight against terrorism. The Ministry of Investment and Foreign 

Trade of Uzbekistan said “The agreement establishes a full-

fledged mechanism for comprehensive cooperation between 

Uzbekistan and the EU.” in a statement.[1]

In this context, EPCA is expected to contribute to the further 

integration of Uzbekistan into the multilateral trade system, 

strengthen the market economy mechanisms, increase the 

trust and interest of foreign investors and business circles in the 

country, and create new opportunities for domestic producers 

for commercial cooperation with partners from EU countries.

In this context, the President of the European Council Charles 

Michel, visited Uzbekistan on 27 October 2022 to discuss current 

issues regarding the expansion of multifaceted cooperation 

between Uzbekistan and the EU. The parties exchanged views 

on the international and regional agenda. After the negotia-

tions, Michel reaffirmed his strong support for the reform poli-

cies implemented within the framework of the New Uzbekistan 

Development Strategy. In addition, while expressing his hope 

that the policies in question will be sustainable and irreversible 

[2] he said the following sentences:[3]

“We appreciate the important role played by the President and 

government of Uzbekistan in strengthening regional coopera-

tion. The EU is always ready to be a partner and to support the 

strengthening of regional cooperation for stability and pros-

perity. In addition, the EU aims to diversify its sources of supply 

and expand its partner range. For this reason, we have great 

confidence in Uzbekistan and Central Asia as reliable partners 

with whom we can develop cooperation in many promising 

fields.”

Diplomatic relations between Uzbekistan and 

the European Union (EU) were established on 16 

November 1994. The Partnership and Coopera-

tion Agreement (PCA) between the EU and Uz-

bekistan was signed in Florence in June 1996 at 

the level of heads of state. In July 2022, Uzbeki-

stan and the EU completed the three-year ne-

According to the Ministry of Investment and Foreign Trade of 

Uzbekistan, the trade volume between Uzbekistan and EU coun-

tries grew by 22% in the first five months of 2022 on the other 

hand exports from Uzbekistan increased by 86%. Among the 

commodity categories that have grown the most are products 

from the chemical industry, textiles, and foodstuffs.[4] It is stated 

that these commercial successes are largely due to Uzbekistan 

gaining the status of “GSP+” beneficiary within the EU’s General-

ized System of Preferences in 2021.

The successful launch of the GSP was made possible by Uzbek-

istan’s progress in pursuing a clear domestic and foreign poli-

cy, balanced parliamentary diplomacy, ensuring human rights 

and freedom of expression, and eliminating forced and child 

labor. The development of a multi-faceted dialogue with the EU 

has been greatly facilitated by the achievement of the results 

of the reforms carried out in Uzbekistan, the achievement of the 

national sustainable development goals, and the implementa-

tion of the New Uzbekistan Development Strategy 2022-2026.

The President of Uzbekistan, Mr. Shavkat Mirziyoyev, underlined 

the key points for the convergence and deepening of coop-

eration with the EU, in line with many provisions of the EPCA. Mr. 

Mirziyoyev advocates a consistent deepening of interaction 

within the framework of trade and economic cooperation and 

within the scope of the GSP + preferential trade system be-

tween Central Asia and the EU in priority areas such as increas-

ing the trade volume of Uzbekistan with EU countries ensuring 

the compliance of domestic industrial goods with European 

standards and technical regulations and creating effective 

transportation and logistics corridors for optimum access to EU 

markets by taking into account the current restrictions.

After extensive negotiations, the parties emphasized that joint 

efforts should be made to accelerate the implementation of 

the EU strategy towards Central Asia and they will meet again 

at the EU-Central Asia Conference on “Global Doors for Sustain-

able Development” to be held in Samarkand on 18 November 

2022.

The new EPCA Agreement covers a wider range of topics com-

pared to the current PCA. The agreement is no longer a frame-

work agreement and it constitutes a full-fledged mechanism 

for comprehensive interaction between Uzbekistan and the 

EU, including the areas of trade and economic cooperation. In 

gotiations and signed the new Enhanced Part-

nership and Cooperation Agreement (EPCA) 

in Brussels, which will replace the PCA that has 

been in force for more than 20 years.

Negotiations on the EPCA draft started in Feb-

ruary 2019 and were completed in June 2022. 
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The Search for Lasting Peace on 
the Azerbaijan-Armenia Line 
and the Role of Russia
Although two years have passed since the 

Moscow Declaration of 10 November 2020, a 

lasting peace deal between Azerbaijan and 

Armenia has yet to be reached. However, the 

negotiation processes between the parties are 

still ongoing. Although Russia’s mediation has 

been prominent in the two-year-long discus-

sions on multiple platforms, the United States 

of America (USA) and France in particular, the 

European Union (EU), and the European Political 

Community (EPC) are emerging as key media-

tors following the Russia-Ukraine War. This situ-

ation, which may also be viewed as the return 

of the Minsk Trio, reflects the US-France duo’s 

43
W W W . A N K A S A M . O R G

addition to the text of the agreement, the annexes regulating the list and quantities of the goods that the EU wants to import from 

Uzbekistan are also very important. In addition, the range of interaction in the fields of investment cooperation, goods, services, and 

intellectual property has been expanded by taking into account the basic rules of the WTO.

In addition to all this, the Protocol on Mutual Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters envisages mutual obligations that will have 

a positive impact on the work of the customs authorities as it defines the conditions for mandatory interaction between the customs 

authorities of Uzbekistan and the EU. Because the establishment of clear rules will speed up the customs clearance of goods for both 

exporters and importers.

As a result, within the framework of regional and bilateral cooperation, Uzbekistan and the EU carry out joint projects in many areas 

such as socio-economic development, education, rule of law, border management, fight against organized crime, transportation, 

environment, and agriculture. Uzbekistan and the EU are interested in maintaining the positive growth dynamics of trade and strive to 

increase their annual trade volume to $10 billion. Recent developments have once again confirmed the desire to strengthen the open 

and constructive dialogue and partnership between the parties.

[1] “Узбекистан и ЕС завершили переговоры по Соглашению о расширенном партнёрстве и сотрудничестве”, Gazeta.uz, https://www.gazeta.uz/

ru/2022/07/07/eu/, (Date of Accession: 30.10.2022).

[2] “Президент и глава Евросовета обсудили экономику и свободу слова”, Gazeta.ru, https://www.gazeta.uz/ru/2022/10/28/eu/, (Date of Accession: 

30.10.2022).

[3] “Встречи глав стран Центральной Азии и ЕС планируем проводить регулярно — Шарль Мишель”, Gazeta.uz, https://www.gazeta.uz/ru/2022/10/28/

charles-michel/, (Date of Accession: 30.10.2022).

[4] “Узбекистан и ЕС завершили переговоры по Соглашению о расширенном партнёрстве и сотрудничестве”, Gazeta.uz, https://www.gazeta.uz/

ru/2022/07/07/eu/, (Date of Accession: 30.10.2022).
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In conclusion, the summit, which took place in Sochi on October 31, 2022, demonstrated Baku and Yerevan’s willingness to improve ties, 

as well as Moscow’s determination to maintain its role of being a mediator in the Karabakh conflict. Even though Armenia’s internal 

dynamics hindered the Pashinyan administration’s ability to act, the Prime Minister of Armenia sent a message that he is aware that 

his country’s interests demand the signature of a permanent peace agreement, including the inauguration of the Zangezur Corridor. 

This means that the Sochi Summit took place in a constructive atmosphere and was an extremely productive meeting. Therefore, it is 

possible to argue that the normalization processes in the region will accelerate and efforts to establish the “6-Country Cooperation 

Platform” will intensify in this context.

[1] “Joint Statement from Russia, Azerbaijan and Armenia”, CNN Turkey, https://www.cnnturk.com/dunya/putin-aliyev-ve-pasinyan-ar-

asindaki-uclu-zirve-socide-basladi, (Date of Accession: 01.11.2022).

[2] Ibid.

[3] “Putin Says Hopes Sochi Talks’ Agreements on Karabakh Will be Observed”, TASS, https://tass.com/world/1367163, (Date of Accession: 

01.11.2022).

[4] “Aliyev Says Time Has Come to Normalize Relations between Azerbaijan, Armenia”, TASS, https://tass.com/world/1530373, (Date of 

Accession: 01.11.2022).

[5] “Russian Approaches to Armenian-Azerbaijani Normalization and Karabakh Issue Acceptable to Armenia-Pashinyan”, Arka News 

Agency, http://arka.am/en/news/politics/russian_approaches_to_armenian_azerbaijan_normalization_and_karabakh_issue_accept-

able_to_armenia_pas/, (Date of Accession: 01.11.2022).
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As can be seen, the leaders are committed to the process of 

achieving peace. Concrete steps can be expected to be tak-

en regarding the inauguration of the Zangezur Corridor, which 

is seen as the biggest impediment to a permanent peace 

agreement. Indeed, Pashinyan’s statements indicating that re-

gional communication barriers will be removed hint at this.

The efforts that will be made in this direction are in the interests 

of both Azerbaijan and Armenia. Because the Yerevan admin-

istration recognizes that establishing peace in the Caucasus 

in the framework of the corridors, particularly the Middle Cor-

ridor, would strengthen Armenia’s geoeconomic importance. 

As a result, the country will be able to open up to the rest of 

the world and attract foreign investment. Therefore, the welfare 

level of the Armenian people will increase.

Putin’s portrayal of the meeting as an olive branch extended to 

the entire region indicates that not only the developments re-

garding the signing of a permanent peace agreement on the 

Baku-Yerevan line but also the “6-Country Cooperation Plat-

form” will come to the fore again. This suggests that a process 

that will improve regional security, collaboration, and prosperity 

is not far away.

On the other hand, it should be noted that the failure to sign 

a permanent peace agreement makes the ceasefire environ-

ment fragile. The recent clashes on the Azerbaijani-Armenian 

border have also confirmed this. Moreover, failure to take con-

crete steps despite well-intentioned statements creates an 

opportunity for third parties to sabotage the processes. In line 

with this awareness, the parties have already committed not 

to use force to solve the problems in Sochi through peaceful 

means.

Despite all of these positive efforts, two factors make the Pa-

shinyan administration’s mission difficult. The first of these is 

the “Karabakh Clan”, which is effective in Armenian politics and 

advocates pro-occupation policies. The Clan may engage in 

several provocations, especially through the so-called Arme-

nian state in Karabakh. The recent protests in the region also 

indicate this. The second factor is the calls being made by Ar-

menians all over the world to organize similar protests, implying 

that the diasporas are being mobilized. Because Yerevan rec-

ognizes that the trends that would sabotage the peace will es-

sentially impoverish the Armenian people, it is taking a cautious 

stance. Therefore, Pashinyan may take the lead by taking more 

concrete moves toward permanent peace.

efforts to limit Russian influence in the South Caucasus by turn-

ing the Ukrainian War into an opportunity.

Russia, on the other hand, does not want the West to increase 

its influence in the post-Soviet geography within the frame-

work of the “Near Abroad Doctrine”, also known as the “Primakov 

Doctrine.” As a result, Russian President Vladimir Putin convened 

the President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, and the Prime Minister 

of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan in Sochi on October 31, 2022.

The summit is critical as it demonstrates that Russia does not 

wish to lose its role as a mediator in the South Caucasus nor-

malization processes. The declaration issued following the 

summit, on the other hand, suggested that the Moscow gov-

ernment wished to retain its military presence in the region 

since it highlighted the necessity of the Russian Peacekeeping 

Force’s presence in the region.[1] Furthermore, it is expected 

that Baku and Yerevan will make no substantial objections to 

Russian military involvement, at least until the deadline in the 

Moscow Declaration.

At the same time, the declaration emphasized the need for a 

“peaceful solution,” stating that “Armenia and Azerbaijan have 

committed to avoid the use of force and the threat of using 

force.”[2] The remarks of Putin, who gave a speech following 

the summit, are particularly crucial in reflecting the tone of the 

leaders’ meeting:[3]

“I would like to emphasize that the meeting was extremely use-

ful and timely. …[We have a] gift to both the Armenian friends, 

and the Azerbaijani friends. This is an olive branch, which sym-

bolizes peace and prosperity. I hope that today’s agreements 

will be fulfilled and will create conditions for the next steps in the 

normalization of relations in the South Caucasus.”

Russia, as predicted, does not want to deal with new areas of 

conflict and war as a result of the effect of the Ukrainian War. 

Thus, Russia is taking care to portray itself as a “peacemaker” 

in the region.

Moreover, the Baku and Yerevan administrations have clear-

ly shown that they are in favor of normalization. Mr. Aliyev ex-

pressed Baku’s approach in this context, saying, “The time has 

come to speak and act toward a normalization of relations be-

tween Azerbaijan and Armenia,”[4] while Pashinyan stated that 

Armenia is interested in removing barriers to regional commu-

nication and is prepared to decide on this issue.[5]
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As it will be remembered, an international agreement on the creation of a corridor for the export of Ukrainian grain was signed in Istan-

bul on July 22, 2022. This agreement; was signed by the United Nations (UN), Türkiye, Russia, and Ukraine. At this point, Ankara stated that 

efforts will continue to keep the corridor open despite Russia’s decision.[2] As a matter of fact, on October 31, 2022, ships mostly going to 

Africa and carrying agricultural products left the Ukrainian ports.

Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitri Peskov warned that a mechanism without Russia’s involvement would become much riskier. In this context, 

Peskov said:[3]

“Under the conditions in which Russia talks about the impossibility of guaranteeing navigational safety in these regions, such an agree-

ment is unlikely and takes on a different character: it is much more risky, dangerous, and not guaranteed.”

The President of Ukraine, Vladimir Zelenskyy, is afraid of Russia abandoning its current obligations and rather than the implementation 

of the documents signed with Russia; expressed his interest in the aggravation of the global food crisis.[4]

Russian State Duma President Vyacheslav Volodin said in a statement that while the attacks against the Russian Navy in the Black Sea 

continue; stated that the re-implementation of the grain agreement is not possible.[5]

As can be understood, the main reason for the Moscow administration’s withdrawal from the agreement is the increase in attacks 

against Russia. Because Crimea and Sevastopol Port, where the Russian Fleet Crimea is located, have been targeted more intensely 

than ever since August 2022.

Moreover, on the one hand, the Ukrainian Army is making preparations to take back the occupied lands with new weapons supplied 

by the West; on the other hand, nuclear tension between the West and Russia continues. The calls of the Moscow administration for 

dialogue and meetings are not answered. In other words, Russia wants the negotiations to start again and expects a similar process to 

be implemented again by citing the agreement made in Istanbul as an example. However, neither the United States nor Ukraine favors 

such a meeting.[6]

As expected, Russia, by not withdrawing from the grain agreement, suspended its participation in the agreement, thus paving the way 

for the negotiation process to come to the agenda again. In this context, Russia wishes to fulfill some of its demands regarding its se-

curity concerns to return to the agreement. It threatens the largest consumers of grains with a food crisis, arguing that otherwise the 

“Grain Corridor” would not be reliable.

According to the Moscow administration, only 3-4% of the grains extracted from Ukraine reached African and Asian countries. Most of 

them went to rich European states. Russia, on the other hand, has suspended the agreement at the current stage, giving the message 

that the security of the “Grain Corridor” is at risk. In short, Moscow implies that there may be a major food crisis in Europe. On the other 

hand, the Ministry of Agriculture of Russia announced that he has started work for shipments to African countries.

After all, Moscow’s aim is not to experience new tensions; it is to put pressure on Western states by giving the message that food ship-

ments to Europe are at risk, and thus to create a negotiation environment in their interests for the solution of the Ukraine Crisis.

[1] “Путин объяснил приостановку участия России в зерновой сделке”, Lenta.Ru, https://lenta.ru/news/2022/10/31/zernovaya/, (Date of Accession: 1.11.2022).

[2] “Турция переживает за всех”, Kommersant, https://www.kommersant.ru/amp/5645504, (Date of Accession: 1.11.2022).

[3] “Песков считает, что без России зерновая сделка вряд ли выполнима”, Kommersant, https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5645295, (Date of Accession: 

1.11.2022).

[4] Ibid.

[5] Вячеслав Володин, https://t.me/vv_volodin/566, (Date of Accession: 1.11.2022).

[6] “Песков объяснил, почему договариваться с Киевом невозможно”, Ria Novosti, https://ria.ru/20221030/peskov-1827895489.html, (Date of Accession: 

1.11.2022).
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Reasons for Russia’s
Suspension of the Grain Deal
Russia announced the suspension of its partic-

ipation in the “grain deal” on October 30, 2022, 

after the unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) at-

tack on the Black Sea Fleet ships off the coast 

of Sevastopol. The Russian Ministry of Defense 

made various accusations, stating that the at-

tacks were carried out by the Ukrainian Armed 

Forces and that the United Kingdom (UK) was 

also involved in these attacks. In addition, the 

Russian Ministry of Defense stated that the 

ships exposed to the attacks ensure the securi-

ty of the “Grain Corridor.”

According to Russian President Vladimir Putin, 

who made a statement on the subject, the 

UAVs attacking the ships of the Black Sea Fleet 

were heading towards the corridor where the 

grain was extracted. This poses a threat both 

for the Russian ships that need to ensure the 

security of grain export and for the civilian 

(commercial) ships that carry out the ship-

ment. The President of Russia stated that the 

Moscow administration could be blamed if 

Ukraine attacked these commercial vessels. In 

addition, Putin said that Russia did not withdraw 

from the grain agreement; he just announced 

that Russia’s participation was suspended.[1]
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and Moscow to the lowest point after the Cuban Missile Cri-

sis in 1962. Russia’s inability to advance as much as it hoped in 

Ukraine and the realization that it is lagging in terms of conven-

tional weapons in the face of the West have led Putin to resort 

to nuclear weapons rhetoric. It is understood that the Russian 

President’s primary goal with the “allusion of nuclear weapons” 

is to open the door to re-establishing diplomatic talks between 

the West and Russia. Therefore, it can be argued that Moscow 

is using the rhetoric of nuclear weapons as an element of de-

terrence in the re-establishment of diplomacy. Certainly, the 

negotiations that have taken place also point to the fact that 

nuclear weapons maintain their deterrence.

[1] Guy Faulconbridge, “Putin Escalates Ukraine War, Issues Nucle-

ar Threat To West”, Reuters, https://www.reuters.com/world/eu-

rope/putin-signs-decree-mobilisation-says-west-wants-de-

stroy-russia-2022-09-21/, (Date of Accession:25.10.2022).

[2] Clothilde Goujard, “EU Chief Diplomat: Must Take Seriously Pu-

tin’s Nuclear Weapons Threat”, Politico, https://www.politico.eu/

article/eu-josep-borrell-chief-diplomat-russia-war-ukraine-

nuclear-weapons-threat/, (Date of Accession:25.10.2022).

[3] Myah Ward, “John Kirby: Putin Calling Up More Troops For 

Ukraine War is A Sign That He’s Struggling”, Politico, https://www.

politico.com/news/2022/09/21/white-house-putin-mobiliza-

tion-struggling-00057995, (Date of Accession:25.10.2022).

[4] “Biden Says Putin is A ‘Rational Actor’ Who Would Not Use Nu-

clear”, Euractiv, https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-eu-

rope/news/biden-says-putin-is-a-rational-actor-who-would-

not-use-nuclear-weapon/, (Date of Accession:25.10.2022).

[5] “Ukraine War: Biden Says Nuclear Risk Highest Since 1962 

Cuban Missile Crisis”, BBC News, https://www.bbc.com/news/

world-us-canada-63167947, (Date of Accession:25.10.2022).

[6] Russia’s Shoigu Holds Second Call With U.S. Defense Secre-

tary in Three Days, Reuters, https://www.reuters.com/world/rus-

sias-shoigu-holds-second-call-with-us-defense-secretary-

three-days-2022-10-23/, (Date of Accession:25.10.2022).

[7] Doğacan Başaran, “Ukrayna Savaşı’nda Rusya’nın Yeni Ham-

lesi: Kısmi Seferberlik”, ANKASAM, https://www.ankasam.org/

ukrayna-savasinda-rusyanin-yeni-hamlesi-kismi-seferberlik/, 

(Date of Accession:25.10.2022).

than a bluff in the Western World. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on 

February 24, 2022, led to the abandonment of “diplomatic dis-

courses and initiatives” between Moscow and the West. Con-

sidering that Russia is the party cornered in Ukraine, it can be 

said that the Kremlin wants to return to a certain level of diplo-

macy with the West again with its “nuclear” emphasis. There-

fore, it can be suggested that Russia wants to use the issue of 

“nuclear weapons” as a tool on the way to diplomacy.

In this context, some recent developments can be interpreted 

as Russia getting results from its nuclear diplomacy. For exam-

ple, US President Joe Biden called Putin a “killer” even before the 

war began. In an interview with CNN on October 12, 2022, Biden 

described Putin as “a rational person who has miscalculated 

significantly.”[4] There is no doubt that the increasing nuclear 

danger was instrumental in Biden making such a statement.

Although there has been no change in the attitude of the US 

and the West towards Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the issue of 

“nuclear weapons” pushes the parties to give more moderat-

ed messages. Because Biden stated that the nuclear risk has 

reached the highest level since the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962, 

and Putin was not joking in his statement about using tacti-

cal nuclear weapons.[5] Therefore, after Putin’s statements, it 

is seen that signs of softening between Russia and the West 

based on “discourse” have emerged.

The situation also leads to an increase in contact between the 

parties. For example, between 21-23 October 2022, Russian De-

fense Minister Sergei Shoigu and US Defense Secretary Lloyd 

Austin held two meetings. These talks were the first contact 

between the two ministers after May 2022.[6] In addition to his 

US counterpart, Shoigu also held talks with British Defense Sec-

retary Ben Wallace. In this context, it can be said that Putin’s 

nuclear rhetoric created a “catalyst” effect in the realization of 

the talks.

It is possible to say that the process that started with Putin’s 

nuclear weapons statements opened the door to diplomatic 

contacts between the parties and that the West was afraid of 

a nuclear escalation. In this context, Putin, with his partial mo-

bilization decision and statements implying the use of nuclear 

weapons, has tried to give the message that “If Russia is de-

feated, the whole world will lose.”[7] The statements of the Rus-

sian leader must have considered that the contact between 

the West and Russia has intensified recently. Consequently, the 

process that began with Russia’s military intervention in Ukraine 

has brought the level of diplomatic relations between the West 
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Will Russia’s Nuclear
Diplomacy Yield Results?
On September 21, 2022, Russian President 

Vladimir Putin announced partial mobilization 

in the country and his address to the nation, he 

said that “If the territorial integrity of our coun-

try is threatened, we will undoubtedly use all 

means to protect Russia and our people, this 

is not a bluff.”[1]

Russia’s failure to find what it hoped for, espe-

cially in Ukraine, led the Kremlin to decide on 

military mobilization for the first time since the 

World War II. Putin’s remarks implying that he 

could use nuclear weapons were not consid-

ered a bluff in the West. The High Represent-

ative of the European Union (EU) for Foreign 

Affairs and Security Policy, Josep Borrell, stated 

that they should take Putin’s statements seri-

ously and stated that the war has reached a 

dangerous moment because the Russian Army 

is cornered.[2] John Kirby, the United States (US) 

National Security Council coordinator for stra-

tegic communications said that they take Pu-

tin’s rhetoric seriously and that the decision to 

mobilize means that Russia is being struggled 

in Ukraine.[3]

As it is understood, Putin’s statements have 

been perceived as a sign of desperation rather 
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creased its effect in Latin America as well as in the rest of the world. Thus, China’s influence has increased in the region that the Wash-

ington administration sees as its backyard.

The Beijing administration’s activity in the region through the Belt-Road Project has alarmed the US, which is already skeptical of the pro-

ject and offers alternative regional trade agreements to the states. This is because 22 of the 30 countries in Latin America participate 

in the Belt-Road Project.[1] Considering that the number of participations is so high, together with the increasing trade volume of China 

in the region, it can be said that Beijing is seen as a reliable partner by the regional capitals.

Thanks to agreements made in various fields, Latin America-China trade relations are getting stronger day by day. For example, Latin 

American exports to the Chinese market in 2000 comprised less than 2% of the overall market volume.[2] However, by 2010, the trade 

volume between the parties increased by 31% and 180 billion dollars.[3]

Despite the developing economic relations, it is difficult to say that relations always have a positive content. As a matter of fact, while 

the intense fishing activities carried out by China near the region seriously damage the fish stocks of the countries. On the other hand, 

it causes serious wounds in the ecosystem of the region.[4] In this context, although the increased fishing activities are not carried out 

within the borders of the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of the countries, the actions of Chinese fishermen outside of the EEZ regions 

directly harm the economies and natural resources of the countries in the region.

Commercial Relations

When we look at the trade between the parties, soybeans, copper, oil, and other raw materials stand out as the main elements of Latin 

America’s exports to China. On the other hand, China sells value-added products to the region. In this context, it can be said that local 

producers cannot compete with China’s cheap value-added products in the region.

China’s foreign direct investments are another factor that plays a dominant role in the region. As of 2019, Beijing’s foreign direct invest-

ments in Latin American countries reached approximately 17 billion dollars.[5] In the same period, US direct investments in the region 

amounted to around 243 billion dollars.[6]

As can be seen, there is a huge gap between foreign direct investment rates of the US and China. Nevertheless, this situation does 

not mean that China’s influence in the region is low. Because China Development Bank and China Import-Export Bank are among the 

actors that give the most loans to the countries in the region. Between 2005 and 2020, these two banks lent approximately 137 billion 

dollars to the countries of the region to be used in energy and infrastructure projects.[7]

Although Chinese loans are only used as economic relations without interfering to the internal affairs of the states, it is a fact that the 

countries of the region are worried about falling into the so-called “debt trap.” For example, in countries such as Venezuela, which has 

an economically unstable structure, economic uncertainties may cause countries to be overwhelmed by the debts taken from China.

Security Relations

In the context of security, China’s interest in Latin America is clearly accented in the white papers published by the Beijing administration. 

For example, Chinese President Xi Jinping, during a speech he delivered at the Mexican Senate on June 5, 2013, stated that “China and 

Latin America, by adhering to the principles of sincerity and friendship, should continue to consolidate understanding and support on 

issues regarding each other’s core interests and concerns.”[8] In addition, in the document “China’s Military Strategy” published in 2015, 

it was underlined that the level of military relations with Latin America would be increased.[9]  This situation shows that the parties are 
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Increasing Chinese Influence 
on Latin America
Latin America has become a place that the 

United States (US) sees as its sphere of influ-

ence until the 21st century, following the decline 

of the Spanish Empire as a global power. The US 

defined the region as its backyard by the Mon-

roe Doctrine and warned the European states 

by stating that it would respond to any inter-

vention in the region. No matter which doctrinal 

approach played a decisive role in American 

foreign policy over time, this situation has not 

changed and has continued until today.

On the other hand, the Chinese economy, 

which has been following a policy of opening 

since the 1980s, has made a great leap for-

ward. By the twenty-first century, China has in-
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ANKASAM IN PRESS
Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) hosted a conference titled “A New Era in Turkey-

India Relations in a Changing International Conjuncture,” which was covered in Msn news.

31 October 2022 

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) hosted a conference titled “A New Era in Turkey-

India Relations in a Changing International Conjuncture,” which was covered in Yeni Şafak newspaper.

1 November 2022 

Dr. Doğacan Başaran, an ANKASAM International Relations Specialist, evaluated the Grain Corridor 

on TVNET.

31 October 2022 

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) hosted a conference titled “A New Era in Turkey-India Relations 

in a Changing International Conjuncture,” which was covered in Haber 7.

1 November 2022 

Ankara Center for Crisis and Politics Studies (ANKASAM) International Relations Specialist Dr. Doğacan 

Başaran’s evaluations on the Grain Corridor were published in Yeni Şafak newspaper.

4 November 2022 

Ankara Center for Crisis and Politics Studies (ANKASAM) International Relations Specialist Dr.Doğacan 

Başaran’s evaluations about the Grain Corridor to Yeni Şafak newspaper were published in Star 

newspaper.

4 November 2022 

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) hosted a conference titled “A New Era in Turkey-

India Relations in a Changing International Conjuncture,” which was covered in Son Haberler Portalı.

1 November 2022 

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) hosted a conference titled “A New Era in Turkey-

India Relations in a Changing International Conjuncture,” which was covered in Star newspaper.

1 November 2022 

Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies (ANKASAM) hosted a conference titled “A New Era in Turkey-

India Relations in a Changing International Conjuncture,” which was covered in Yeni Akit newspaper.

1 November 2022 
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trying to understand each other on fragile issues and are willing to develop military relations. This situation also can be perceived as 

a commitment made by China to Latin American countries not to interfere in “domestic matters.”

Arms sales and training programs are at the center of military ties between Latin America and China. For example, between 2009 and 

2019, Venezuela imported 615-million-dollar worth of weapons from China.[10]  On the other hand, China’s donation of equipment to 

Bolivian police departments and participation in peacekeeping operations in Haiti[11] can be interpreted as steps taken by the Beijing 

administration to expand its influence in the region.

As a result, China, on the one hand, gives loans to the countries of the region and includes these states in the Belt-Road Project 

through the “Maritime Silk Road”, on the other hand, it develops its military relations with the region and sells weapons. China’s partici-

pation in peacekeeping activities in the region and the equipment donations of regional countries’ law enforcers can be described as 

an effort to gain soft power over the countries. In this context, it can be said that the US-China competition, which took place in many 

parts of the world, has come to the fore in Latin America, which the Washington administration sees as its backyard.
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Ankara Center for Crisis and Politics Studies (ANKASAM) International Relations Specialist Dr. Doğacan 

Başaran’s evaluations about the Grain Corridor to Yeni Şafak newspaper were published in Turkey Post English.

4 November 2022 

Ankara Center for Crisis and Politics Studies (ANKASAM) International Relations Specialist Dr.Doğacan Başaran’s 

comments on the Grain Corridor to Yeni Şafak Newspaper were also published in Yurthaber and Gaste24.

4 November 2022 

Ankara Center for Crisis and Politics Studies (ANKASAM) International Relations Specialist Dr. Doğacan Başaran’s 

Evaluations about the Grain Corridor to Yeni Şafak newspaper were published in Dünya Bülteni.

4 November 2022 

The latest issue of the International Journal of Crisis and Politics 
Studies, an international peer-reviewed journal operating within 
the Ankara Center for Crisis and Politics Studies (ANKASAM), has 
been published. Academic Keys, ASOS Index, CEEOL, Cite Factor, DRJI, 
Index Copernicus, Ideal Online, Research Bible, Sindex and TUBITAK 
DERGIPARK databases are scanned by our journal can be accessed 
via the link below.
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