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The Paradox of Alliances in the 
Global Power Struggle
The Winter Olympics, which started in China on 

February 4, 2022, are not only a sports organi-

zation; it also revealed the international power 

struggle and the alliance relations developed 

in this context. Because the criticisms of the 

human rights violations initiated against Chi-

na under the leadership of the United States of 

America (USA) brought along calls for a boy-

cott of the olympics, and many states, espe-

cially the USA. England, Canada, Australia and 

Japan, boycotted the olympics. On the other 

hand, many countries, especially Russia, partic-

ipated in the opening ceremony of the olym-

pics at the level of the Presidential. This showed 

the polarization in international politics and was 

interpreted as some states choosing their side 
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ported the separatist groups in Luhansk and Donetsk. In par-

ticular, the Ukraine Crisis in 2014 led to the isolation of Russia, 

which wanted to increase its influence in its near abroad, in 

the international arena in general and in the Western World in 

a specific sense. For this reason, the West has imposed vari-

ous sanctions on Russia. However, the most significant barrier 

of international relations that prevents wars from breaking out 

in the globalizing world conjuncture is a dependency of states 

each other. Therefore, the West’s need for Russian natural gas 

and Moscow’s need for the European market enabled the con-

tinuation of Russia-Europe relations despite the crisis in 2014.

As can be expected, this sustainability situation has brought 

Moscow to take bolder steps in Eastern Europe and even in the 

Baltics. As of 2022, Moscow, which carries out the integration 

process with Belarus and tries to discredit European values 

through the migrant crisis on the Belarus-Poland border; On the 

other hand, it signals that you are preparing for an invasion by 

massing approximately 150,000 troops along Ukrainian border. 

Although Moscow makes these moves with the ease of the as-

sumption that it will force Europe to remain silent by using its 

energy card, it is obvious that Russia’s actions have begun to 

threaten European security at this point.

Therefore, the Kremlin, which frequently expresses that it de-

fends a multipolar world order, directs Europe, which is trying 

to position itself as a pole in the international system, to the 

USA with its practical practice. Because the idea that Russia will 

gradually take various actions in Ukraine, Trans-Dniester, East-

ern Europe and the Baltics dominated Europe. In other words, 

Moscow’s efforts to control its inner circle have awakened Eu-

rope’s traditional perception of the other and led the actors 

discussing the strategic autonomy of the continent to increase 

their interest in the USA again.

It should be stated that the policies of the Washington adminis-

tration are also effective in the formation of the said power bal-

ance. It is clear that the dominant force challenging the global 

hegemony of the USA is China, which has come to the forefront 

with the huge economic relations it has developed through the 

Belt-Road Project. For this reason, on the one hand, implement-

ing a containment policy with alliances such as QUAD and AUK-

US; On the other hand, the USA, which is waging trade wars with 

various sanctions, still thinks that China is the more dynamic 

side in this competition, and therefore Washington delays con-

fronting and revenging with Beijing.

in the global power struggle. Undoubtedly, the most remarkable 

person among the leaders who attended the opening cere-

mony of the Olympics is Vladimir Putin, President of Russia. The 

Russian leader’s participation in the ceremony in China carries 

an important message at a time when the drums of war are 

sounding on the Russia-Ukraine border. This message is that 

the alliance relations on the Moscow-Beijing line are moving to 

a higher level with each passing day. As a matter of fact, Putin 

also met with Chinese President Xi Jinping as part of his visit. 

In the statement released after the meeting, the parties criti-

cized the US setting missiles in Europe and the Asia-Pacific. Also 

Russia; it described the AUKUS, which was established against 

China and made up of the USA, UK and Australia, as a worrying 

initiative. Beijing, on the other hand, declared that it supports 

Moscow’s request for security guarantees to Washington.

 All these developments reveal the deepening of alliance rela-

tions on the Russia-China line. At this point, it should be remind-

ed that international relations are, in essence, power relations. 

Therefore, actors who perceive threats from powerful states 

turn to alliance relations in order to balance the perceived 

threat. This takes shape the formation of the so-called balance 

of power. However, emerging alliance relations and established 

power balances are not always shaped by rational choic-

es. States can sometimes detract some countries away from 

themselves because of their wrong policies. Sometimes, coun-

tries may join undesirable alliances due to some pressures.

As it is known, Russia lost its qualification as one of the two great 

powers of the international system after the Cold War and was 

considered as a medium-sized actor by many analysts. How-

ever, Moscow quickly overcame the trauma caused by the 

aforementioned situation and started to be described as a 

great power again When Putin took office.

The Kremlin administration has built its strategy of being a 

great power on the maintaining its hegemony in the post-So-

viet space. This strategy, also known as the ” Near Abroad Doc-

trine”, brought along Russia’s political and military interventions 

in the face of Westernization tendencies in post-Soviet coun-

tries. Of course, this situation also started the discussions that 

Moscow did not respect the independence and sovereignty of 

the post-Soviet states.

Russia, which intervened in Georgia in 2008 and separated 

South Ossetia and Abkhazia from the authority of Tbilisi, an-

nexed Crimea in 2014 in violation of international law and sup-
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According to the American decision-makers, if USA will fight against China by focusing on the Asia-Pacific region, first of all, the support 

of Continental Europe should be provided, or in other words, its commitment to the USA should be confirmed. To this end, the Wash-

ington administration is making Russia, the traditional other of Europe, a target again. As a matter of fact, the act of placing missiles in 

Europe, which is reflected in Russia’s demands for security guarantees, is mainly carried out with the aim of making Europe perceive 

Russia as a threat. USA, similarly, by keeping the eastward expansion of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) on the agenda 

and in this context, the membership of Ukraine and Georgia is open to discussion, forcing Europe to take a solid stance. Because the 

USA is the country that knows best what stance Moscow will take in case the post-Soviet countries turn to NATO. In other words, the 

Washington administration will otherize Russia in order to gain the support of Europe, thereby opening up space for Russian aggression 

that will threaten European security. In fact, recent statements from American decision-makers even created the impression that the 

US wanted Russia to intervene in Ukraine.

Of course, this situation stems from the expectation of strengthening Europe’s perception of the other. But there is something that the 

Washington administration did not take into account. It is that the policies it implemented increased the alliance of Russia-China. In 

other words, Washington is pushing Moscow to Beijing with its actions. At this stage, it will be useful to remember the Cold War expe-

rience. As it is known, the turning point of the struggle between the Warsaw Pact led by the Soviet Union and NATO, which was based 

on the USA-European alliance during the Cold War, was the process initiated by the American diplomat Henry Kissinger on the axis of 

“Pin-Pong Diplomacy”. One of the main factors in the defeat of the Soviet Union was the abandonment of Russia by China, which quickly 

became attached to global capitalism. Now, while the USA is preparing to fight against China; it is forcing Russia to confront Europe in 

order to take Europe with USA. However, the experience of the Cold War shows that the USA should take both Europe and Russia with it 

in the fight against China, which is more dynamic than itself.

As a result, as the US-China rivalry becomes more clear, the alliance relations in the global power struggle are also tried to be con-

solidated. In this environment, the Washington administration is trying to take Europe on its side in order to fight against China, and for 

this, it otherize Russia by using its traditional approach. Russia’s actions in the post-Soviet geography and its responses to American 

pressure strengthen the US-Europe alliance in line with the expectations of the White House. However, what Washington overlooked is 

that its policies also institutionalized the Russia-China alliance. In this sense, states find themselves in alliances that they do not intend 

to join. The current polarization reminds the irrational alliance processes before the world wars and this situation threatens the global 

peace environment.
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If we put brackets about the situation in Alexandroupoli, it 

can be said that the bases built in the region in the context of 

mutual defense cooperation agreement of the US and Greece, 

importance of the Floating Liquefied Natural Gas Storage 

and Gasification Units (FSRU), is increased. It is planned that 

Gasified LNG would be transferred to Bulgaria, Romania, 

Serbia, and North Macedonia, even to Moldova and Ukraine, 

from the end of 2023, with connecting the national grid with 28 

kilometers line.[9]

In the sense of developments in the Guld Countries, in 2017, after 

a month, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the UAE and Egypt decided 

suspending diplomatic relations Qatar has decided in the 

next 5-7 years, she will increase her LNG production with 30%, 

from 77 billion tons to 100 billion tons.[10] Doha administration, 

that supplies the one third of the British natural gas need, and 

Poland’s need with the US, is the leading country exporting LNG 

with Australia and the US. The US is also planning to be stand 

out in this placement with latest acts and stone gas stocks. In 

the latest period that environmental sensitivity has increased 

about the natural gas, Qatar wants to consume the current 

reserves without the demand decreases, by developing natural 

gas production. It is definite that, this is a normal choice.

Another alternative for the US is Egypt, that supplies the 

domestic market’s need from the gas of Zohr and Noor. In 

addition, another choice stands out, which is the liquefication 

of the rest and transferred to Europe as LNG.

Another option is the Turkish-Israel pipeline that will be built after 

the US has withdrawn its support to EastMed and normalization 

of the relations between Ankara-Tel Aviv. Another possibility is 

that the pipeline project that will pass from Egypt to Greece, 

and to the EU countries.[11]

Apart from the Eastern Mediterranean and EastMed, another 

project that should be mentioned regarding the EU’s energy 

needs is the Nord Stream 2 Project, which the USA threatened 

to stop its opening within the scope of the sanctions to be 

applied in case of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.[12] An annual 

transfer of 55 billion cubic meters[13] of natural gas is 

envisaged through the pipeline, which costs 11 billion dollars to 

Berlin, which did not step back despite the opposition of the 

USA and environmentalists, and which, after leaving Russia, 

bypassed Ukraine and crossed the Baltic Sea and reached 

Germany. Completed in September of 2021; however, the 

blocking of the project, for which Gazprom is still waiting for 

From the end of 2021, except the current investments, it was 

predicted that it will shall not be invested in fossil fuels, in the 

Trans European Energy Network (TEN-E) in accordance with 

the EU’s “European Green Deal,” which aims making the Europe 

as a climate-neutral continent until 2050.[2] In the document 

published by International Energy Agency named “Net Zero 

(Greenhouse Gas Emission)-Roadmap for Global Energy 

Sector”, it was claimed that until 2050, new petroleum and 

natural gas areas are not needed until 2050, and from the end 

of 2021, it is claimed that it will not be invested in natural gas 

underground.[3]

Even LNG is accepted as a fossil fuel, it is the most eco-

friendly one and it was evaluated as a perfect alternative 

that contributes to reduction of greenhouse gas and struggle 

against global warming.[4] Therefore, LNG stands out in the 

struggle against climate change instead of natural gas, which 

was accepted as real fossil fuel.

Since the environment anxiety is not solely belong to the EU, 

but also Israel, the memorandum signed in 2020, that transfers 

the petroleum between the Red Sea and Mediterranean Sea 

to Ashkelon through Eliat from the capital of the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) Abu Dhabi.[5] However, that initiative was not 

realized due to concerns about security and environmental 

risks of carrying the petroleum with tanks to Eliat.[6] Against 

the cancellation of the agreement, the UAE is working on an 

alternative plan which passes through Egyptian territories. 

According to the plan, it was considered that the pipeline 

will pass the Sinai Peninsula parallel with existing pipeline 

underground in Egypt.[7]

Another development in the Eastern Mediterranean is the 

practice of transferring LNG to the European countries the US 

and Qatar, which is the third biggest natural gas producer 

and first LNG exporter in the world after Russia and Iran. In this 

context, it is tried to eliminate the problems caused by the 

natural gas cut that may be encountered due to the sanctions 

to be applied in the event of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which 

meets one third of Europe’s natural gas needs.[8] Besides the 

US is supporting the liquefaction plants as in the Alexandroupoli 

Port of Greece.
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Developments in the Gas 
Equity of Europe after 
EastMed and Ukraine Crises
After the declaration of the United States of America (US) on withdrawal from the 

EastMed Project and Ukraine Crisis, it was discussed on the alternative projects, 

such as liquefied natural gas (LNG), which will supply Europe’s gas need and 

decrease the dependency on energy of Russia.

The reasons of the US for the withdrawal from the EastMed Project, that she 

did not contribute financially, is the incline towards eco-friendly resources as 

the European Union (EU) did. In the article published by the Spokesman of the 

Greek Embassy of the US,[1] it was mentioned that EastMed energy is adhered to 

physically connect to Europe; however, it was claimed that the country’s focus 

point is both natural gas and interconnected electricity projects, which supports 

renewable energy resources. According to some resources, the real reason why 

Joe Biden administration is against the EastMed Project, is about accelerating 

the transformation to renewable energy resources.
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6

A N K A S A M  B U L L E T I N

ANKASAM ANALYSIS

Emekli Deniz 
Albay

Ferhan ORAL
ANKASAM Security 

Advisor



The Taliban Disturbance in Russia 
Caused by the Oslo Meetings

The Taliban delegation conducted various negotiations with the representatives 

of the United States (USA), the European Union (EU) and in Oslo, the capital 

of Norway, on January 23-25, 2022.[1] This development, however, caused 

disturbance in the Kremlin, whose demand is to hold the initiative in the Afghan 

Question. The reason is that Russia keeps abreast of all the latest developments 

in Afghanistan and believes that the Western influence in the aforementioned 

country should be restricted.

According to Russian decision makers, Afghanistan’s implementation of pro-

West, in particular pro-USA, policies means limiting Russian penetration in the 

Eurasian geography, which is considered the heartland of the world. At the 

same time, it may become possible for the Western influence in the region 

to spread to Central Asia, which is a post-Soviet space, through Afghanistan. 

Yet, this does not coincide with the policies implemented by Russia within the 

framework of the Primakov Doctrine, which is also referred to as the “Near Abroad 

Doctrine” because within the framework of the doctrine in question, the Moscow 

W W W . A N K A S A M . O R G
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to-operate-israel-uae-oil-pipeline-1001346340, (Date of 

Accession: 28.01.2022).

[6] “Israeli Ministry Blocks UAE Pipeline Deal Citing Risk to Red 

Sea”, Reuters, https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/

israels-environment-ministry-blocks-oil-pipeline-deal-with-

uae-2021-12-16/ (Date of Accession: 28.01.2022).

[7] “UAE Preparing Egyptian Alternative to Israeli Pipeline Project”, 

Globes, https://en.globes.co.il/en/article-uae-preparing-

egyptian-alternative-to-israeli-pipeline-project-1001388124, 

(Date of Accession: 28.01.2022).

[8] “US in Talks with Qatar over Supplying LNG to EU: Reports”, 

Aljazeera, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/22/us-in-

talks-with-qatar-over-supplying-lng-to-eu-reports, (Date of 

Accession: 28.01.2022).

[9] “US Envoy Welcomes Milestone in Alexandroupoli LNG 

Station Project”, Ekathimerini, https://www.ekathimerini.

com/economy/1176507/us-envoy-welcomes-milestone-in-

alexandroupolis-lng-station-project/, (Date of Accession: 

29.01.2022).

[10] “Qatar’s Gas Expansion|Counting the Cost”, Youtube, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yl198rXo_wg&t=837s, 

(Date of Accession: 29.01.2022).

[11] “EastMed: Turkey’s Two-Pipeline Scenario’s and 

Electric Cable”, Greek City Times, https://greekcitytimes.

com/2022/02/01/eastmed-turkey-two-pipeline-scenario/, 

(Date of Accession: 30.01.2022).

[12] “Ukraine Crisis: Nord Stream 2 Pipeline Could be Axed, 

US Warns”, BBC, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-

europe-60151839, (Date of Accession: 30.01.2022).

[13] “Nord Stream 2: How Does the Pipeline Fit into Ukraine-

Russia Crisis?”, BBC, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-

europe-60131520, (Date of Accession: 30.01.2022).

[14] Efe Sıvış, “ABD’nin Avrupa Enerji Pazarına Yönelik İzlediği 

Dış Politika: Kaya Gazı Devrimi ve Avrupa Pazarında Rus 

Hâkimiyetine Karşı LNG Hamlesi”, İnsan ve Toplum Bilimleri 

Araştırma Dergisi, 2019, 8(3), s. 2181.

approval, within the scope of possible sanctions to be applied 

to Russia, may put Germany in a big trouble in terms of energy.

As a result, the Ukraine Crisis, which is considered to contribute 

to the rise of the USA as an important natural gas supplier in 

order to provide alternative energies to Europe, should be read 

with different dimensions in terms of energy.

The foreign policy objective of the USA in the European 

natural gas market is not only to reduce the dependence of 

Europe, which is its ally, on Russian natural gas; it can also be 

interpreted as a plan to dominate the European market as a 

major natural gas exporter.[14] However, it can be foreseen 

that it will be difficult for the USA at this stage to prevent the 

Nord Stream 2 Project, which has invested heavily and is in its 

final stage. Because the natural gas that will come through 

pipelines from Norway, the Netherlands, England and Denmark 

will not be enough to meet the needs of the German economy, 

which will grow even more in the post-pandemic period. The 

issue that will remain on the agenda for Europe in the coming 

period will be the choice between the political cost of Russian 

dominance in the European gas market and the financial cost 

of US LNG, which may be more costly than Russia’s offer.

[1] “Statement on East Med Energy Cooperation”, U.S. 

Embassy&Consulate in Greece, https://gr.usembassy.gov/

statement-on-east-med-energy-cooperation/, (Date of 

Accession: 27.01.2022).

[2] “Revision of the TEN-E Regulation EU Guidelines for New 

Energy Infrastructure”, European Parliament, https://www.

europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/689343/EPRS_

BRI(2021)689343_EN.pdf, (Date of Accession: 28.01.2022).

[3] “Net Zero by 2050 A Roadmap for the Global Energy Sector”, 

International Energy Agency, https://iea.blob.core.windows.

net/assets/4719e321-6d3d-41a2-bd6b-461ad2f850a8/

NetZeroby2050-ARoadmapfortheGlobalEnergySector.pdf, 

(Date of Accession: 28.01.2022).

[4] “LNG: An Energy of the Future”, Elengy, https://www.elengy.

com/en/lng/lng-an-energy-of-the-future.html, (Date of 

Accession: 28.01.2022).

[5] “Agreement Signed to Operate Israel Pipeine for UAE oil”, 

Globes, https://en.globes.co.il/en/article-agreement-signed-
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the number of military personnel in Tajikistan and conducted 

exercises with Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan, tries to turn the current 

crisis into an opportunity.

At the same time, this crisis opportunism enables Moscow to 

keep its hand strong in its negotiations with the Taliban. The 

Kremlin gives the message that, if necessary, it can marginalize 

the Taliban within the framework of its security policy in Central 

Asia; but with its actions, it reveals that its priority is to draw the 

Taliban to the ground of international cooperation.

As it is known, Moscow, which was the first capital to declare 

that its diplomatic personnel in Afghanistan would continue 

their activities after the Taliban’s capture of Kabul, also 

developed a de facto cooperation with the Taliban through 

the conferences it held in the process. In this framework, 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has also announced that 

 ,”میتسه نآ نافلاخم اب نابلاط تارکاذم زا ینابزیم هدامآ :هیسور“ [3]

Ufuq News, https://ufuqnews.com/archives/195026, (Date of Accession: 

17.01.2022).

[4] “Reports Uncertain About Mullah Baradar’s Trip to Moscow”, Tolo 

News, https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-176443, (Date of Accession: 

03.02.2022).

[5] “Threat to Tajikistan from Militants in Northern Afghanistan Still in Place-

Diplomat”, TASS, https://tass.com/world/1394779, (Date of Accession: 

03.02.2022).

 تمواقم اب هدنیآ لاس راهب رد نابلاط دراد لامتحا :فولباک“ [6]

/Etilaatroz, https://www.etilaatroz.com/135766 ,”دنوش هجاوم یا‌هدرتسگ

kabulov-says-taliban-are-likely-to-face-widespread-resistance-next-

spring/, (Date of Accession: 03.02.2022).

reserves blocked by the USA would be released, and the idea 

that the international community would develop a de facto 

way of working with the Taliban in terms of humanitarian 

aid to Afghanistan emerged. This indicates that the Taliban 

is perceived by the West as a de facto workable actor even 

though it is not officially recognized.

The situation in question brought up the possibility of Russia’s 

being out of action in the Afghan Question; thus, worried 

Moscow. In this context, Russian Ambassador to Dushanbe 

Igor Lyakin-Frolov stated that some militants in various terrorist 

organizations operating in northern Afghanistan pose a threat 

to Tajikistan. Lyakin-Frolov used the following expressions in his 

statement:[5]

“There is a threat. According to some data, around 6,000 

militants from various terrorist organizations operate in 

the northern regions of Afghanistan. Jamaat Ansarullah 

and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan are among these 

organizations.”

Lyakin-Frolov’s statements aim to create the appropriate 

basis for the CSTO to increase its effectiveness by expressing 

the concerns of Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Jamaat Ansarullah 

is recognized as a terrorist organization by Tajikistan. Jamaat 

Ansarullah, known to be loyal to the Taliban, was also assigned 

by the Taliban to the Tajikistan border to guard the Afghanistan-

Tajikistan border, which worries the Dushanbe administration. 

administration is in favor of maintaining Russian hegemony in 

the post-Soviet space. For this reason, the Kremlin considers 

Afghanistan as an “Extension of Its Near Circle”.

Moreover, Russia is concerned that the instability that will 

occur by the power gap in Afghanistan after the withdrawal 

of the USA will affect Central Asia and Russian Muslims. In other 

words, if the Kremlin does not carry out a pro-active policy in 

the face of the Afghan Question, it is worried that proxy wars 

will be carried to Russian territory. In this context, Russia’s 

approach focuses on attracting the Taliban to the ground of 

cooperation by including the country in the projects, rather 

than radicalizing the Taliban by isolating Afghanistan from 

society. In the meantime, Russia also endeavors to increase 

its influence in Central Asia by using the Collective Security 

Treaty Organization (CSTO) due to regional risks and threats. 

In this sense, it can be argued that Russia, which increased 

As a matter of fact, Tajikistan has previously held exercises with 

the CSTO in the region due to the aforementioned concern. 

Now, it is known that Tajikistan Army is carrying out exercises 

in Dashti Castle region. The Moscow administration, on the 

other hand, has the opportunity to both increase the number 

of soldiers in Tajikistan and expand its military influence in the 

country through the CSTO by keeping the aforementioned 

concerns alive.

It is noteworthy that the Russian Ambassador also included 

the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan in his statements. In this 

context, Moscow wants to raise the concerns of Uzbekistan 

and seeks ways to make the aforementioned country 

dependent on itself in the context of military security. In this 

sense, Russia may be aiming for Tashkent to return to the 

CSTO by bringing Uzbekistan’s concerns to the agenda from 

a security perspective. In this regard, it is remembered that 

the Kremlin made calls to Uzbek decision makers; however, 

Tashkent, which took care to implement a multi-vector foreign 

policy, did not return to the organization.

Similarly, Russia’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, 

Zamir Kabulov, in his statement dated on February 1, 2022, 

claimed that the Taliban may face a comprehensive 

resistance in the spring of 2022.[6] Undoubtedly, this claim can 

be interpreted as a warning from Russia to the Taliban. The 

Moscow administration is giving the message to the Taliban 

that it can support opposition organizations if it is positioned 

as the West’s partner in the region.

AS A RESULT, THE NEGOTIATIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE TALIBAN 

IN NORWAY WORRIED RUSSIA, WHICH WANTED TO HOLD THE 

INITIATIVE IN THE AFGHAN QUESTION. FOR THIS REASON, MOSCOW 

FELT THE NEED TO GIVE A MESSAGE TO THE TALIBAN. THE MESSAGE 

IN QUESTION IS “IF YOU GET OUT OF MY CONTROL, YOU WILL BE THE 

OTHER OF MY SECURITIZATION POLICY IN THE REGION.”.

[1] “Afghanistan: How the Taliban Stand to Benefit from Norway Talks”, 

Deutche Welle, https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-how-the-taliban-

stand-to-benefit-from-norway-talks/a-60548374, (Date of Accession: 

03.02.2022).

[2] “Putin Says Russia Mulling Removing Taliban from Terrorist List”, RFERL, 

https://www.rferl.org/a/putin-taliban-terror-list/31523297.html, (Date of 

Accession: 03.02.2022).

he is preparing to remove the Taliban from his country’s list 

of terrorist organizations.[2] However, there is no state that 

officially recognizes the Taliban Government, which was 

established on October 7, 2021. In this regard, it is seen that 

the international community demands to be established a 

government that will include all identity groups in Afghanistan.

This demand brings mediation diplomacy to the agenda. 

Undoubtedly, the main country that comes to the fore in the 

context of mediation diplomacy is Iran, which managed to 

get the leader of the Panshir Movement Ahmad Massoud and 

the Shiite warlord Ismail Khan to meet with the Taliban Foreign 

Minister Amir Khan Muttaki in Tehran. However, this meeting also 

became the indicator of the fact that Moscow and Tehran are 

in competition to hold the initiative in the Afghan Question. As a 

matter of fact, while Iran’s mediation was being discussed, the 

Spokesperson of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Maria 

Zakharova, stated on January 13, 2022, that Moscow could host 

meetings between the Taliban and the opposition.[3] It was 

claimed that after these words, Deputy Prime Minister of the 

Taliban administration Mullah Abdul Gani Brother and Defense 

Minister Mullah Yaqub went to Moscow.[4]

Although this situation shows the division and rivalry in 

Afghanistan-centered developments in Moscow-Tehran 

relations, the event that really disturbed the Kremlin was the Oslo 

Meetings. Although no official recognition decision appeared 

from these meetings, the impression that Afghanistan’s 
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