
15 January 2023
ISSUE: 2023/02

42
Japan-South Korea Conflict 
and the Future of the Western 
Alliance in the Pacific 47

The Growing Role of the 
United States in Pakistan’s 
Security Policy

Jinping’s Possible Visit Jinping’s Possible Visit 
to Moscow andto Moscow and

Russia-China RelationsRussia-China Relations



W W W . A N K A S A M . O R G

What Kind of Policy Has the USA 
Followed in Taiwan from Past to 
Present?
Connecting the Pacific Ocean and the South 

China Sea, Taiwan is a prominent place with 

its geopolitical position. Taiwan, which was col-

onized by the Dutch between 1624 and 1668, 

came under the rule of the Qing Dynasty in Chi-

na after this date. However, after the Sino-Jap-

anese War in 1894 and 1895, Taiwan began to 

be dominated by Japan. In 1945, Japan, which 

was defeated in the Second World War, with-

drew from Taiwan and left Taiwan for China.[1]

Taiwan, which has been under the influence of 
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various countries throughout history, has not been able to get rid of various problems even though it is connected to mainland of 

China. Between 1927 and 1949, the Nationalist Party (Kuomintang) and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) engaged in a civil war. The 

CCP left this civil war with a victory and came to power, and the members of the Kuomintang fled to Taiwan and started to continue 

their activities there. Since this date, the Taiwan Issue has not fallen from the agenda of the international community.

Taiwan’s political situation is one of the ambiguous issues in international politics. Today’s debates are around the question of whether 

Taiwan, which continues its political activities under the name of the Republic of China, is an independent state or a province of China. 

Although not a party to this problem, the United States of America (USA) has been closely interested in Taiwan and the Taiwan Issue 

for a long time.[2]

The US’s interest in Taiwan emerged after the Second World War. Prior to this war, Taiwan was not the focus of US decision-makers.[3] 

Even though the Kuomintang fled to Taiwan and China’s attacks on Taiwan, the Washington administration did not take any action 

to stop Mao Zedong or to hinder China’s Taiwan policy.[4] However, the attitude of the US changed after the Korean War. With China’s 

involvement in the Korean War in 1950, the US turned to provide military and diplomatic support to Taipei.[5] In 1954, the “Mutual Defense 

Treaty” was signed between the US and Taiwan, and the military aid of the US to Taiwan was carried to an official dimension.[6]

US support for Taiwan continued steadily until the 1970s. But, since that date, then US President Richard M. Nixon and then US National 

Security Adviser Henry Kissinger built the country’s foreign policy on a sensitivity that took care to establish close relations with China.[7] 

The US, which did not recognize the Beijing administration and did not establish diplomatic relations with China from 1949 to the 1970s, 

gave up this policy with the Vietnam War.[8] Ultimately, the Washington administration moved away from diplomatic relations with 

Taipei to establish official relations with Beijing. As a result of this policy, while Taipei represented China at the United Nations until 1971, 

it was decided that the Beijing Government would represent it from this date on.

Between the 1970s and 1980s, the US maintained its relations with Taiwan at a lower level than in the past. It also tried to create channels 

of dialogue between the parties by bringing Taiwan and China together for a solution to the Taiwan Issue.[9] In the 1980s, it was seen 

that the US intensified its relations with Taiwan again. In 1980, the US President of the time Ronald Reagan emphasized that Taiwan’s 

defence needs should be met and stated that they would support the island administration.[10] Especially after the Tiananmen Square 

Protests that took place in China in 1989, Western states, mainly the US, reacted against China and imposed some sanctions. Therefore, 

the decline of the US’s relations with China has led to the development of relations with Taiwan.

As of the 21st century, it is possible to say that the relations between the US and Taiwan are progressing strongly. The support of the 

Washington administration to the island, especially under the previous US President Donald Trump, reached its highest level since 1971.

[11] US President Joe Biden, who came to power after Trump, similarly continues the support given by the US to Taiwan. As a matter 

of fact, according to the statement made by the US Department of State on December 29, 2022, Washington approved the sale of 

the Volcano anti-tank mine laying system worth 180 million dollars to Taiwan.[12] Subsequently, Taiwan’s Ambassador to the US, Hsiao 

Bi-khim, emphasized that relations with the US have deepened and will further develop in 2023, and drew attention to the closeness 

between the parties.[13]

US support for Taiwan initially emerged with ideological motives. However, the Taiwan policy of the US started to be based on geo-

political and hegemonic reasons later. First of all, the US wishes to establish hegemony in the Asia-Pacific region through Taiwan.[14] 

Secondly, the US, which is the superpower, and Japan, one of the powerful countries of the region, have focused on balancing China 

through Taiwan, as they perceive the rising power of China as a threat.[15] Third, American geopoliticians see Taiwan as a strategic key 

point in East Asia and believe they should be in Taiwan in order to gain military superiority over China.[16] Fourth, Taiwan is important 

for Beijing in critical issues such as China’s opening to the sea, increasing its economic development and protecting the mainland, and 

the US, aware of these, continues to increase its support for Taiwan in order to weaken its rival China.

[1] Robert D. Blackwill-Philip Zelikow, “The United States, China, and Taiwan: A Strategy to Prevent War”, Council Special Report, 90, 2021, p. 14.

[2] Kartal Batuhan Olkan, “Çin-ABD İlişkilerinde Güvenlik İkilemi: Tayvan Sorunu”, Journal of Business Innovation and Governance, 4(1), 2021, 

p. 31.

[3] Ryan Hass, “An American Perspective on the Role of Taiwan in US-China Relations”, Foreign Policy, 2022, p. 2.

[4] C. Fred Bergsten et. al., China’s Rise: Challenges and Opportunities, Peterson Institute for International Economics, Washington 2009, 

p. 172.

[5] Olkan, op. cit., p. 33.

[6] Blackwill-Zelikow, op. cit., p. 14.

[7] Hass, op. cit., p. 2.

[8] Olkan, op. cit, p. 33.

[9] Blackwill-Zelikow, op. cit., p. 15.

[10] Olkan, op. cit., p. 34.

[11] “Donald Trump Is the Most Pro-Taiwan President in U.S. History,” Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/01/14/

donald-trump-is-most-pro-taiwan-president-us-history/, (Date of Accession: 03.01.2023).

[12] “US Clears Sale of $180m Anti-tank Systems to Taiwan”, Aljazeera, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/29/us-approves-sale-of-

180mn-anti-tank-systems-to-taiwan, (Date of Accession: 03.01.2023).

[13] “Taiwan Envoy to US Seeks Deeper Bilateral Ties in New Year”, Taiwan News, https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/4768312, (Date 

of Accession: 03.01.2023).

[14] Olkan, op. cit., p. 38.

[15] İshak Turan, “ABD-Çin İlişkileri Bağlamında Tayvan Sorunu”, Düzce Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitüsü Dergisi, 6(1), 2016, p. 81.

[16] Hass, op. cit., p. 2.
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important tools for us to find a solution. Peace is needed in the future and I am sure we have the opportunity for that.”[3] In a phone 

call with Putin on 16 December 2022, the Prime Minister of India stated that the only way to end the war is “dialogue and diplomacy”.[4]

As it is known, India follows the policy of neutrality in the Russia-Ukraine War. According to the Moscow administration, this attitude of 

New Delhi is not in line with Russia’s interests. Because the Kremlin expects political support from India. As a member of the BRICS and 

the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), Russia wants India to act together in the fight against Western hegemony. Because 

Moscow, which supports India’s membership of the SCO despite Beijing’s objections, wishes New Delhi to show the necessary loyalty in 

return for this “gesture”.

India has an objective reason for adopting a neutral stance on the war. Because India’s global goals and Russia’s strategy do not co-

incide. The Moscow administration thinks that it is struggling with the American hegemony and as a result of this struggle, a multipolar 

world order will be established in which India will also be the leader. New Delhi, on the other hand, does not have such a struggle, and 

the biggest security problem for India stems from Pakistan and China. Unlike Russia, India wants to improve its relations with the USA. 

The Washington administration’s policy of containment and balancing China also contributes to New Delhi’s regional policy. Therefore, 

the cooperation developed with the USA provides extremely strategic benefits to India.

Knowing the global policy of India, Zelenski demands that the country in question end its relations with Russia. Zelensky’s main aim is to 

draw India to his side and further isolate Russia. However, India wants to continue its cooperation with Russia in some areas. First of all, 

New Delhi is in favor of continuing oil purchases. In the past few months, India has become Russia’s largest oil buyer in Asia. Petroleum, 

which is imported 30% cheaper than the market price, makes a serious contribution to the country’s economy.

Implementation of ceiling prices for Russian oil forces suppliers to make record discounts. As a matter of fact, the cost of Ural oil, Russia’s 

main export class, in Indian ports decreased to the minimum level in December 2022 and remained far below the ceiling price imposed 

by Western countries. Taking into account taxes and duties, as well as insurance and delivery costs, in some cases it can be said that 

producers sell raw materials at a loss.[5]

India’s biggest concern is the possibility of using nuclear weapons, which negatively affects its relations with Russia. Although India had 

nuclear weapons long before Pakistan, it did not threaten its neighbor with nuclear weapons. It is possible to state that the normalization 

of threats regarding the use of nuclear weapons has created discomfort in New Delhi.

As a result, the proposal of Kiev to assign a role to India and to contribute to Ukraine’s problems by keeping a distance from its relations 

with Russia is unlikely to be accepted by India.

[1] “Зеленский рассказал о переговорах с премьером Индии”, Lenta.Ru, https://lenta.ru/news/2022/12/26/ze_peace/, (Date of Accession: 28.12.2022).

[2] ““Не будет никаких “Минск-3” – Зеленский на саммите G20 озвучил условия прекращения войны”, Gazeta,Ua. https://gazeta.ua/ru/articles/politics/_

ne-budet-nikakih-minskov3-zelenskij-na-sammite-g20-ozvuchil-usloviya-prekrascheniya-vojny/1120832, (Date of Accession: 28.12.2022).

[3] “Моди сказал Путину, что сейчас «не эра войны»”, Kommersant, https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5569420, (Date of Accession: 28.12.2022).

[4] “Моди в разговоре с Путиным призвал к диалогу по Украине”, TASS, https://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/16614151, (Date of Accession: 

28.12.2022).

[5]  “Индия начала покупать российскую нефть по минимальной цене”, Lenta.Ru, https://lenta.ru/news/2022/12/14/low/, (Date of Accession: 28.12.2022).
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The Ukraine-Russia War and
India’s Interests
On 26 December 2022, President of Ukraine Vo-

lodymyr Zelenski had a telephone conversa-

tion with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

Zelenski stated that one of the main topics of 

his meeting with Modi was the “peace formu-

la” and that he was waiting for India’s contri-

butions. In this context, the President of Ukraine 

said that India can take a more active diplo-

matic responsibility in stopping Russia and that 

it is important to strengthen Ukraine-India co-

operation for global stability in the world.[1]

As will be remembered, Zelenski spoke about his vi-

sion of a “formula of peace” in his online speech at 

the G20 summit held in November 2022. The “peace 

formula” included a ten-point phase, including en-

suring Ukraine’s nuclear, energy and food security, 

as well as cessation of conflict and restoring the 

country’s territorial integrity.[2]

At this point, it should be noted that India also ex-

hibits a peaceful approach. As a matter of fact, 

Modi, who met with Putin on September 16, 2022, 

said, “Democracy, diplomacy, dialogue: these are 
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Regional Reactions of Japan’s New 
Proactive Foreign Policy
Japan is an important part of the alliance 

based in the United States of America (USA) 

in the Asia-Pacific region. The most important 

reason for this situation is Tokyo’s perception of 

threats through Beijing and Pyongyang. For this 

reason, Japan conducts exercises in the region 

in partnership with the USA and South Korea 

and establishes close alliance relations with 

these two states. As a matter of fact, it is said 

that the stated goal of the exercises in question 

is the threat of North Korea, and the unspeci-

fied purpose is the strategy of containment of 

China.

As a matter of fact, Japan’s close feeling of the 

danger of both North Korea and China, and the 

fact that it constitutes an important pillar of the 

US’s regional goals, brings Tokyo closer to the 

axis of the USA and the North Atlantic Treaty Or-

ganization (NATO) and causes the country to 

focus on defense policies.

Looking at the steps taken by Tokyo in the 

aforementioned period, it can be seen that first 

of all, Japan’s inclusion in the AUKUS created by 

Australia, the United Kingdom and the United 

States in the Asia-Pacific region came to the 

agenda,[1] and then the trio of Japan, Italy and the United Kingdom decided to develop a new combat aircraft in cooperation.[2] How-

ever, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida described China as an “unprecedented competitor” in his cabinet’s new national security 

document[3] and announced that Tokyo would double its military spending in the next five years, citing the threats posed by China and 

North Korea.[4]

At the same time, Japan’s announcement that it will start building a $ 320 billion military pile that will arm itself with missiles capable of 

hitting China and make it ready for a hot conflict,[5] and Japanese Deputy Defense Minister Toshiro Ino’s statement condemning North 

Korea’s activities[6] are developments in the same vein. In this context, it is also an important development that Japanese lawmakers 

have begun to put pressure on the government to close two Chinese police stations that are said to be tracking anti-Chinese people 

inside the country and are thought to be for espionage purposes.[7]

As a matter of fact, considering the dynamics of the global political conjuncture, it can be said that the rapid acceleration of a state’s 

security capacity, both globally and regionally, will cause other states to experience security concerns and create a “security dilemma”. 

As a matter of fact, the defense capacity, which Japan began to strengthen with its proactive foreign policy, caused reactions from 

both its rivals and allies.

The first of these is the reaction of North Korea. As a matter of fact, Pyongyang criticized Tokyo’s new security strategy as an attempt to 

turn the country into an “aggressive military giant”. In its statement, the North Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that the Tokyo ad-

ministration’s effort to acquire counter-attack capability cannot be called self-defense and is a clear attempt to acquire “preemptive 

strike capability aimed at launching attacks on other countries’ territory.” At the same time, North Korea also stated that Pyongyang 

could make a military move against Tokyo if Japan continued its strategy.[8]

In addition to all these, North Korea described Japan’s current policy as “arming for reoccupation” and warned Tokyo, stating that 

Pyongyang’s discontent would be shown “in practice”.[9] As a matter of fact, North Korea is one of the most important others of the 

Western alliance, but also one of the states that pose the greatest threat to Japan’s security. It’s not surprising, then, that Tokyo’s new 

breakthrough is disturbing Pyongyang. One of the main reasons for Japan’s moves is the nuclear threat posed by North Korea.

Another regional reaction to Japan came from China. As a matter of fact, a fleet of Chinese Navy ships passed near Japan. The de-

stroyers Lhasa and Kaifeng and a supply ship passed through the Osumi Strait in southern Japan, while a Dongdiao-class surveillance 

ship with hull number 796 passed through the Miyako Strait south of Okinawa and reached the Western Pacific. The Japanese Ministry 

of Defense said that the ship was closely followed by Japanese ships and planes all along the way.[10]

China has stepped up its naval and air exercises around the Nansei/Ryukyu Islands. The Tokyo administration stated that it is expected 

that China will rehearse long-range missile attacks against the Nansei/Ryukyu Islands, where Japan plans to deploy long-range cruise 

missiles.[11]

As it can be understood, China, like North Korea, is one of the leading factors that caused Japan to make such breakthroughs both with 

its anti-Western attitude and its policies. As a matter of fact, it is quite normal for Beijing to be disturbed by the serious strengthening of 

the security strategy of a state, which is one of the important pillars of the Western alliance in the region and participates in the exer-

cises by cooperating with the USA within the scope of the policy of containment / suppression of China

At this point, the most striking reaction against Japan in the Asia-Pacific region is the reaction given by South Korea. On December 16, 

2022, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of South Korea demanded the immediate removal of the territorial claims of Japan’s Dokdo and 

Takeshima Islands, which are included in the “National Strategy Document”, and stated that this move harmed the goals of “establishing 

relations for the future” between the two countries. The Ministry then summoned the Japanese Ambassador to Seoul to protest.
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Fusion Can Be Humanity’s
Infinite Energy Source
Recently, there have been remarkable devel-

opments in nuclear energy at the global level. 

Among the critical developments in question, 

experiments on nuclear fusion by scientists 

at the United States National Ignition Facility 

(NIF) in California stand out. For the first time in 

seventy years, an energy output higher than 

the energy given by laser has been achieved 

during fusion studies. Until today, such a large 

amount of energy had not been received when 

fusion was introduced. This could be a ground-

breaking development. The process has taken 

seventy years. This issue has been followed for 

years. Nuclear fusion will play an important role 

in addressing climate change, solving the en-

ergy problem and enabling longer journeys to 

extraterrestrial planets.
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However, the South Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs made a separate statement, announcing that they hope the implementation of 

Japan’s new security policy will be transparent and will continue to preserve the spirit of the pacifist constitution and contribute to re-

gional peace and stability.[12] This situation is quite remarkable because Japan and South Korea act together against both North Korea 

and China and cooperate with the USA.

South Korea’s reaction has revealed that the states prioritize their own national security, even though they form alliances within the 

framework of certain goals. At the same time, this reaction can be interpreted as Japan’s proactive foreign policy creating a security 

dilemma. As a matter of fact, Japan’s increase in both its military and defense capacity does not only affect Pyongyang and Beijing; it 

also disturbed Seoul.

As a result, Japan is moving to a new foreign policy understanding due to regional threats. However, it can be stated that this situation 

has caused various concerns both for its rivals and its allies.

[1] “Japan Joining Aukus: the ‘Logical Choice’, but Would it Be A Full Partner in the Alliance?”, South China Morning Post, https://www.scmp.

com/week-asia/politics/article/3200963/japan-joining-aukus-logical-choice-would-it-be-full-partner-alliance, (Date of Accession: 

26.12.2022).

[2] “Japan, Italy, and the U.K. Are Teaming Up on a Secret New Fighter Jet”, Popular Mechanics, https://www.popularmechanics.com/

military/weapons/a42218929/japan-italy-uk-new-fighter-jet/, (Date of Accession: 26.12.2022).

[3] “Japan Calls China Unprecedented Challenge in Security Shift”, Yahoo, https://news.yahoo.com/japan-call-china-unprecedent-

ed-challenge-095006630.html, (Date of Accession: 26.12.2022).

[4] “Japan Defence: Chna Threat Prompts Plan to Double Military Spending”, BBC News, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-64001554, 

(Date of Accession: 26.12.2022).

[5] “Pacifist Japan Unveilse Unprecedented $320bn Military Build-ıp”, Al Jazeera, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/16/pacifist-ja-

pan-unveils-unprecedented-320bn-military-build-up, (Date of Accession: 26.12.2022).

[6] “Japan Protests N. Korea’s Latest Missile Launches”, News.com.au, https://www.news.com.au/national/japan-protests-n-koreas-lat-

est-missile-launches/video/72c40174b38bd0dc5adab66e720f217d, (Date of Accession: 26.12.2022).

[7] “Japan Urged to Root Out Secret ‘Chinese Police Stations’ Amid Spying Concerns”, This Week in Asia, https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/

politics/article/3204054/japan-urged-root-out-secret-chinese-police-stations-amid-spying-concerns, (Date of Accession: 26.12.2022).

[8] “North Korea Threatens Strong Millitary Step Against Japan”, AP News, https://apnews.com/article/japan-north-korea-ad0c8daea40f-

8e6ba148aed488dd5fb2, (Date of Accession: 29.12.2022).

[9]  “Japan’s Shift in Defense Posture Riles North Korea””, Nıkkei Asia, https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/N-Korea-at-crossroads/Japan-s-
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Although the 21st century has been marked by wars, when humanity opens a new path for itself with fusion energy, the scenario of wars 

over oil, natural gas and fossil fuels may not be experienced in the 22nd century. In short, the fate of humanity could change with fusion 

energy. Of course, if fusion energy is used to produce energy for peaceful purposes, to explore space, to explore the oceans, the positive 

outcome can be realized. But is fusion energy a type of energy that can be shared with everyone?

This will be decided by those who invest in this business. Most probably, they will say, “Let’s not keep such a large amount of oil and 

natural gas, in other words fossil fuels, let’s sell them to third world countries with their existing technologies and let’s move to another 

dimension”. Again, they will sell to the rest of the world the technologies of the 20th and early 21st century with a small amount of renew-

able energy technologies and keep the underdeveloped countries away from the blessings of fusion for at least a century and keep 

them busy with the IOS version of the old order.

Those who develop fusion can create a whole new metaverse or digital industrialization process and define a higher level of develop-

ment such as “Industry 5-6”. A much more threatening helium bomb could also be made for the rest of the world. Because one of the 

main products is helium, and it may not be possible to predict how much a fusion bomb could devastate the world.

Some scientists also say that atomic bombs or helium bombs made by fusion could be used to build a weapon that could prevent, for 

example, the scenarios depicted in movies, such as meteorites hitting the Earth or planets crashing into the Earth. Some futurologists 

even suggest that Tesla’s large laser cannon project, which has never been shared with anyone, could be turned into a fusion project 

and a very powerful killing machine could be built with it.

When peace is achieved in energy with this level of science; that is, when abundant, accessible and free electricity is provided for all 

humanity, when there are no endless wars for energy resources, it should be expected that the system of exploitation will end. However, 

there are those who argue that “fusion energy should not be shared too quickly in order for the current exploitation to somehow contin-

ue and for someone to get the upper hand”. If a country that wants peace in the world finds fusion energy and shares this technology 

with the whole world, the whole paradigm of humanity will change forever in a positive way. If the intentions are bad, the world could 

come to an end!

Many questions arise: Can fusion be used for peaceful purposes? If the US or Russia finds it, can they share it immediately and uncondi-

tionally with the rest of the world? Which countries without fusion technology can benefit and how? Will the remaining countries be ex-

ploited as part of a slavish order, or will the level of development of humanity as a whole be increased and lasting peace be achieved?

Could fusion become a destructive tool in the hands of these great powers? While missiles with nuclear warheads are still a threat, the 

hellish projects that fusion could bring must be taken into account. Although there is a philosophy that can be summarized as “the more 

powerful weapons you have, the more peace you can guarantee”, it is possible for the world to be destroyed by a weapon that can fall 

into any dangerous hand.  But if fusion brings a period of peace, geopolitical risks may disappear. People can concentrate on produc-

tion and stop being pawns in war projects for energy. Because the production of electricity, the transition to modern life, an electricity 

system where electricity is shared with almost all of humanity at zero cost, with water taken from the ocean, will relieve all economies.

As countries cut spending on war and concentrate on education and science, humanity will eventually free itself from primitive emo-

tions and devote more resources to exploring the unexplored parts of the world, our own galaxy and other galaxies. Fusion will lead us 

to the universe!
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In fact, a commercial breakthrough in fusion was only expected in the 2070s. Recent experiments suggest that due to technological 

progress and explosion, it may be possible to see the first test reactors in the 2030s. The Russians and Americans have been working 

intensively on this issue for many years. The Russians are working on a machine called “Tokamak”. Americans are working on the “Z 

Machine”. In addition, the British and the Japanese are also engaged in studies for which they allocate serious budgets.

In the early 2010s, the American company Lockheed Martin, one of the world’s largest arms companies, announced to the world that 

it had developed a 100 MW nuclear fusion machine with visual material. It placed the machine in the back of a military truck, turned 

it on and off for only 10 minutes to show it to the world. It should not be forgotten that the US Department of Defense is also behind it.

Deuterium or tritium is used in nuclear fusion. Deuterium is a heavy type of hydrogen.  Tritium is also a substance produced from lithi-

um, which can be found closest to the earth’s surface. Therefore, when one remembers the rumors of lithium in Afghanistan, one can 

understand why the US has left countries like Afghanistan, which have lithium mines, to reactionaries like the Taliban, or why Bechtel, 

the world’s largest construction company, has allocated the largest budget in the history of the company for the world’s largest lithium 

mine project in Utah.

It is clear that there is a serious acceleration in nuclear fusion. Once nuclear fusion energy production is achieved, there will be no need 

to talk about any other energy source in the world.

Just to share the laboratory potential; if nuclear fusion is successful, it will be possible to extract deuterium from seawater. The main 

source of this would be around 5.5 billion tons of ocean water. The oceans could be harnessed to generate free electricity for all man-

kind. At the same time, when lithium reserves come into play, it will be possible to generate electricity from lithium using the tritium form. 

However, mainly ocean waters will be utilized.

What is the electricity generation potential of fusion? If we keep today’s population constant, the world will not need to generate elec-

tricity from another source for about 1.5-2 million years.. This means that humanity will not be without electricity for 1.5-2 million years. 

At the same time, it will be more beneficial than other forms of nuclear energy because it will not emit any greenhouse gases and will 

not produce any radiated solid waste or other harmful waste.

It is important to follow these developments closely and be a part of it.. Fusion is the energy source of the future in every sense.  For this 

reason, all the countries of the world should not be excluded as the common owners of the oceans.

Fusion has now entered a very serious stage. There should be a transition period with natural gas, using natural gas as a transition fuel, 

polluting the world as little as possible with the support of renewable energy, and then waiting for natural gas to lead people to nuclear 

fusion. In fact, we are at a stage that could change the fate of humanity. With just a small portfolio bag of nuclear fuel, submarines and 

ships will be able to sail for 8-10 months without refueling. The range of airplanes and spacecraft will also increase. Again, many more 

places, species and fossil fuel reserves can be discovered under the oceans, perhaps even in the Mariana Trench..

Both beneath the oceans and above the skies – the solar system and even the idea of traveling to other galaxies – will be greatly af-

fected by the perspective that nuclear fusion will open up. Undoubtedly, for galactic travel, the human structure needs to change and 

the human lifespan needs to be increased to 150 years, but the important thing is that the vehicles will be able to travel far and take 

advantage of small nuclear fusion reactors that can trigger themselves and reduce the need for fuel.

This is a very important stage. Therefore, in order not to be left out, countries should prioritize becoming a member of the relevant glob-

al agencies and switching to nuclear energy immediately and as soon as possible. Thus, by having nuclear energy, it may be possible 

to feel more secure in terms of collaborating in nuclear work.
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What It Means for Qin Gang to 
Become China’s Foreign
Minister?
Qin Gang, who was elected as a member of 

the Central Committee at the 20th Congress 

of the Communist Party of China on December 

31, 2022, was appointed as the Minister of Fo-

reign Affairs of China. This raises the question, 

“What is the future of Chinese foreign policy?”. 

Qin, who served as the Vice Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of China from 2017-2021,[1] became the 

Chinese Ambassador to Washington in 2021. 

Although Qin has focused on China’s relations 

with the United Kingdom and the European Uni-

on (EU) in his career, he has also made signifi-

cant contributions to relations with the United 

States (US).[2] For this reason, it can be stated 

that the Beijing administration is preparing to 

initiate a period of restoration in its relations 

with the West through Qin’s Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs.

China is not expected to repair its relations with 

the West, but to escalate competition, by many 

experts who discuss their future visions for the 

international system. Because the Beijing ad-

ministration, together with Russia, expresses its 

demand for a multipolar world through struc-

tures such as the Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
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nization (SCO) and the BRICS. But as the quest for multipolarity has 

increased competition in Sino-Western relations, it has become 

a losing game for both sides. This is because the trade wars that 

started under former US President Donald Trump brought about 

a process in which the geopolitical encirclement against China 

expanded and diplomatic pressure increased through QUAD and 

AUKUS with the Joe Biden administration.

In particular, the visit of Nancy Pelosi, the Speaker of the US House 

of Representatives, to Taiwan on August 2, 2022, and the US mili-

tary exercises with India on the border of the Tibetan region led 

the Washington administration to convey the message that it was 

aware of China’s soft underbelly by playing on China’s nerve en-

dings. Therefore, the process has started to evolve into a troubling 

situation for China, which aspires to dominate the corridors and 

become the new hegemonic power through the Belt and Road 

Project.

The US, on the other hand, is suffering serious economic losses 

due to its interdependence with China and the fact that China 

is in a sense the world’s production workshop. In other words, in 

international politics where win-win based relations are preferred, 

the relations between Washington and Beijing are evolving into 

a lose-lose logic day by day. However, states are pragmatic and 

therefore realist structures that prioritize their own national inte-

rests.

It can be stated that the Russian-Ukrainian War was a turning po-

int in terms of the transition to pragmatism. Because even though 

Beijing seems to be on the side of Moscow, it is uncomfortable 

with the prolongation of the war. President of China Xi Jinping him-

self conveyed this to his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, at the 

SCO Leaders’ Summit held in the ancient city of Uzbekistan, Sa-

markand on September 15-16, 2022. As a matter of fact, Russia has 

not received the support it expected from China even during the 

war. In fact, the West’s expectations of China have also increased 

as a result of the war. As a matter of fact, it is stated that Beijing 

can persuade the Moscow administration to end the war. In this 

context, two important events should be mentioned. The visit of 

Chancellor of Germany Olaf Scholz to Beijing on November 4, 2022 

is very significant. Because it is stated that Scholz asked Xi to me-

diate in the Russia-Ukraine War during his Beijing visit.[3]

In fact, China’s statements emphasizing international law and ter-

ritorial integrity reveal a stance that demands an end to the war 

rather than a positioning that supports Russia’s victory in the war.

The second critical development was the meeting between Biden 

and Xi on the occasion of the G20 Summit in November 2022. The 

statements made by the two leaders regarding nuclear prolifera-

tion and the threat of using nuclear weapons during the meeting 

in question showed Beijing’s dissatisfaction with the rhetoric used 

by Moscow at one point. It is also important that Biden empha-

sized areas of cooperation despite differences at the summit.[4]

These statements have shown that both China and the United 

States do not want the rivalry between them to deepen. In this 

sense, it can be argued that the parties negotiated even at the 

point of transition to a controlled bipolarity. However, the search 

between the parties shows an image that is far from the “mul-

tipolarity” approach envisaged by Russia. At this point, it can be 

said that for Russia, “Pin-Pong Diplomacy” is repeating itself and 

Moscow is once again at risk of becoming isolated by relying on 

Beijing. Because even if the system is to change, China does not 

want to do it through the use of force like Russia. On the contrary, it 

is in an effort to develop a win-win-based relationship that focu-

ses on cooperation. Recent messages confirm this. The increased 

risk of hot confrontation with the Taiwan Crisis has forced Beijing, 

which has stated that it wants to build bridges of cooperation, not 

blocs, to make new openings in its relations with the West.

As can be expected, the main ally of the USA in China policy is the 

UK, which is also included in AUKUS. Therefore, the appointment 

of Qin as China’s Foreign Minister, who served as Ambassador to 

the US and is also familiar with the UK, can be seen as a concrete 

outcome of Beijing’s efforts to restore its relations with the West. 

Therefore, it is foreseeable that China will take steps to further dis-

tance itself from Russia and de-escalate its relations with the West 

in the coming period.

As a result, China recognizes that it will suffer if rivalry takes center 

stage in its relations with the West, and especially with the United 

States. Of course, it is obvious that competition will reflect nega-

tively on the USA and its Western allies due to interdependence. 

Therefore, both sides are looking for a consensual approach that 

emphasizes areas where they can cooperate. This is also the rea-

son why Qin became China’s Foreign Minister.

[1] The Us-China Business Council, https://www.uschina.org/about/

bio/ambassador-qin-gang, (Date of Accession: 31.12.2022).

[2] Ibid.

[3] Cenk Tamer, “Can Germany Be a “Driving Force” on Europe’s 

China Strategy?”, ANKASAM, https://www.ankasam.org/can-ger-

many-be-a-driving-force-on-europes-china-strategy/?lang=en, 

(Date of Accession: 31.12.2022).

[4] Mehmet Seyfettin Erol, “Are USA and China Shifting from a New 

Cold War to a New Understanding?”, ANKASAM, https://www.anka-

sam.org/are-usa-and-china-shifting-from-a-new-cold-war-to-

a-new-understanding/?lang=en, (Date of Accession: 31.12.2022).
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threat that Finland perceives from Russia has also been effective.

It can be argued that Helsinki is trying to secure itself on energy security because of this situation. Russia stopped the flow of natural gas 

to the country after Finland refused to pay in Russian currency-denominated rubles after the war. However, until the war, Finland sup-

plied most of its imported natural gas from Russia. Therefore, Helsinki’s relations with Moscow developed through energy dependence.

On the other hand, Finland, which knows that its dependence on Russia constitutes its soft spot, has made a radical change in its energy 

policy. The Russian energy company Gazprom’s cutting off natural gas to Finland has meant the end of Helsinki’s 50-year-old policy of 

importing natural gas from Moscow. A natural gas pipeline was built between Russia and Finland in 1974.[1]

As expected, Finland’s neutrality policy played a decisive role in Helsinki’s energy dependence on Moscow. The energy policies of all 

countries in the world are shaped within the framework of the foreign policy they pursue. In this context, Finland’s neutrality policy was 

in line with Russia’s interests in Scandinavian geopolitics. However, due to the war in Ukraine, Finland both ended its neutrality policy by 

applying to NATO and turned to alternatives in the field of energy. In other words, Russia has lost an important energy market that has 

depended on it for years. Therefore, it is seen that Moscow’s loss in the Scandinavian axis is twofold.

In this context, Finland opened the first LNG terminal in the country on December 28, 2022. Accordingly, Finland’s first LNG terminal has 

been docked at Inkoo Port in the south of the country with the cooperation of US-based Excelerate Energy. The huge offshore support 

vessel Exemplar, owned by Excelerate Energy, which is 291 meters long and 43 meters wide, has a capacity of 68,000 tons of LNG and is 

planned to be operational by the beginning of 2023.[2]

As can be seen, the current war conjuncture in Europe has led to a change in Finland’s energy policy. In this context, the Helsinki admin-

istration has opened the first LNG terminal in the country. Therefore, this will play an extremely critical role in ensuring Finland’s energy 

security in the future.

In addition to all these, it is understood that Finland is turning to the US, which is one of the major countries of this market, to import 

LNG. In this respect, just as Russia’s loss as a result of the war has been two-way, so has the gain of the US. First of all, Washington has 

achieved a significant gain in the context of NATO’s expansion and, consequently, the containment of Moscow. Besides Finland, Swe-

den’s applications to the alliance are the most concrete examples of this. Secondly, due the war, Finland was forced to leave the Rus-

sian energy market and turned to the US market. In this context, on the occasion of the war, Washington has implemented the changes 

that it had hoped to experience in the geopolitics of Scandinavia for many years.

On the other hand, it is also worth mentioning what kind of route Helsinki’s initiative will take. The Exemplar vessel will convert LNG into 

gas and then distribution will take place through Finland. In this context, LNG will be sent to Baltic countries such as Estonia, Latvia and 

Lithuania, and then gas delivery to Poland will be provided through the Balticconnector Gas Pipeline.[3]

As it is understood, by this project, the integration of Scandinavia and the Baltics will be ensured. The energy factor will play a leading 

role in making this happen. Therefore, with this move, Finland will not only ensure its own energy security, but will also contribute to the 

unification of the two regions through energy.
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What Does Finland’s LNG 
Move Mean?
Following the Russia-Ukraine War that started 

on February 24, 2022, European countries have 

faced serious problems in the field of energy. 

In this context, the countries supplying natural 

gas from Russia have turned to the search for 

alternative suppliers. One of these countries is 

Finland, a Scandinavian country. In this context, 

the Helsinki administration has put the liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) option on its agenda.

As a matter of fact, Finland has been one of 

the countries with which Russia’s relations have 

deteriorated the most due to the war. Coun-

tries such as Finland and Sweden, located in 

Scandinavia, have applied for membership in 

the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 

abandoning the neutrality policies they have 

been successfully implementing for many 

years. In this case, the extent of the security 
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The Impact of the Russia-Ukraine 
War on Moscow-Tokyo Relations
Increasing tensions in the world today negatively 

affect the global system and economy in many 

ways. The economic problems that deepened with 

the Covid-19 pandemic led to the prominence of 

right-wing movements, populist discourses and 

aggressive policies. States have become more in-

clined to use hard power, even though they state 

that they are open to dialogue. In this context, dif-

ferences are becoming more pronounced and the 

grounds for compromise are diminishing. The Rus-

sia-Ukraine War was the point where the growing 

tension and rivalry turned into a hot conflict. More-

over, the negative impact of the war environment 

led to a deepening of the problems.

The security dilemma created by rising tensions 

has shaped the threat perception of states and 

made regional competition more pronounced. In 

this process, a state that loses power and prestige 

has started to be seen as an easy prey. Therefore, 

the importance of hard power has increased for 

actors who think that they maintain their power. For 

these states, the idea that they can implement pol-

icies that they have not been able to implement for 

a long time with soft power has become stronger. 

On the other hand, weakened states have turned 

more towards hard power in order to show that 

they are still strong. This situation has led states, 

regardless of their political, economic and military 

capacities, to consider military means as a more 

reasonable option than in the past.

One of the most important rivalries today is be-

tween Russia and Japan. Moscow and Tokyo have 

held various contacts with the aim of resolving the 

issues between them and clarifying the situation of 

the disputed islands in the region. Especially during 

the term of former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 

Abe, various meetings were held between the par-

ties. Despite Russia’s cold attitude, it was thought 

that an agreement on the disputed islands could 

be signed and perhaps some islands could be left 
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The situation is very important in terms of showing how Russia’s intervention in Ukraine has led to changes in Scandinavia and the 

Baltics. Moreover, Finland, which was once one of Russia’s largest customers, will now become one of Moscow’s competitors in the 

energy market.

In conclusion, the war was a turning point in Finland’s foreign policy as well as in energy policy. Finland, which has been one of Mos-

cow’s important markets for many years, can play a leading role in reducing Scandinavia’s and the Baltics’ dependence on gas to 

Russia in the future. In this context, it can be argued that Finland’s LNG move serves its own national interests as well as the interests 

of the countries in the region.

[1] “Finland Gets Floating LNG Terminal to Replace Russian Gas”, ABC News, https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/finland-

gets-floating-lng-terminal-replace-russian-gas-95887293, (Date of Accession: 31.12.2022).

[2] Ibid.

[3] Ibid.

18

Dr. Emrah KAYA
ANKASAM

Central Asia Expert

A N K A S A M  B U L L E T I N



W W W . A N K A S A M . O R G

New Energy Route from the South 
Caucasus to Eastern Europe: Green 
Energy Hiding Behind Natural Gas
As natural gas and oil pipelines from Russia 

to Europe were disrupted in the wake of the 

Ukraine Crisis, the European Union (EU) dele-

gation led by European Commission President 

Ursula von der Leyen mobilized for the Eastern 

European and Balkan countries most affected 

by this conjuncture. In the search for a solution, 

eyes have turned to the Caspian Basin in the 

search for a solution. Azerbaijan has become a 

prominent country in this regard. The evolving 

circumstances have shown that this coopera-

tion will not be limited to natural gas. In particu-

lar, the “Agreement on a Strategic Partnership 

in the Field of Green Energy Development and 

Transmission” signed in Bucharest on Decem-

ber 17, 2022 demonstrated that cooperation will 

diversify in different areas.
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to Japan.[1] Despite the positive atmosphere between Russia and 

Japan, no compromise has been reached. In addition, military 

activities are intensifying in the region and tensions rise from time 

to time. For example, according to news reports in December 

2020, Russia sent an S-300 air defense system to the Kuril Islands.

[2] This is just one example of the militarization of the region. Rus-

sia has been sending weapons and conducting military exercises 

in the region despite Japan’s reaction.[3]

This tension intensified with the Russia-Ukraine War. As a matter of 

fact, it can be said that the relations between the two countries 

came to a breaking point as Tokyo joined the sanctions decisions 

taken against Moscow. Especially as a result of Russia’s military 

interventions against Japan, Tokyo decided to impose sanctions 

against Moscow. Russia included Japan on its list of “unfriend-

ly countries” with a decision taken in March 2022.[4] In response, 

in April of the same year, the Tokyo administration made a new 

decision to revoke Russia’s title of “most favored country in trade 

status”.[5] Subsequently, Japan expanded the scope of sanctions 

against Russia and banned the export of certain technology 

products to Russia, including scientific research institutions.[6]

This tension between the states was reflected on the ground and 

led to an escalation of tensions in the region. In particular, Russia 

has intensified military exercises and expanded the scope of its 

activities on the islands claimed by Japan.

In March 2022, a comprehensive military exercise took place in 

eastern Russia, causing the world’s attention to focus on the east 

of Russia. 3,500 soldiers participated in the exercise, in which Mos-

cow used Su-35 fighter jets, Mi-8 helicopters, Bastion-P coastal 

defense systems, T-72B3 tanks and Orlan-10 unmanned aerial 

vehicles.[7] Despite suffering significant losses in Ukraine, Russia 

signaled that it can fight on two fronts with its military exercises 

in Japan.

The tension between the parties indicates that there is an impor-

tant problem. This is because after the Russian-Ukrainian War, it 

was recalled that there were still sovereignty issues between the 

two countries and therefore no formal peace treaty had been 

signed, so the actors were technically at war.[8] Russia has in-

creased its military presence in the region, deploying 320 Russian 

fighter jets, including long-range bombers. With this develop-

ment, Russian air power in the region has reached the level of the 

Japan Air Self-Defense Forces.[9]

Russia blames Japan for the tensions in the region. Mikhail Galuz-

in, who was Russia’s ambassador to Tokyo in November 2022 and 

is now Russia’s deputy foreign minister, accused Tokyo, which had 

joined the sanctions against Moscow, of strained relations.[10]

As a result, Russia is acting on the basis of a technically unfinished 

war since no formal peace treaty has been signed with Japan. 

Considering Galuzin’s statement against Japan, Moscow is send-

ing a message that the countries participating in the sanctions 

have determined their side. At this point, despite its various losses, 

the Kremlin is sending the message that it is still strong by organ-

izing military exercises against states that have a negative atti-

tude towards it. However, this may put a strain on Russia’s econ-

omy. Of course, the United States (US) stands to benefit the most 

from the escalation. This is because Japan plans to strengthen its 

military with US support.

[1] Ike Barrash, “Russia’s Militarization of the Kuril Islands”, CSIS, 

https://www.csis.org/blogs/new-perspectives-asia/russias-mili-

tarization-kuril-islands, (Date of Accession: 03.01.2023).

[2] “Russia Deploys Missiles to Pacific Islands Claimed 

by Japan”, AP, https://apnews.com/article/internation-

al-news-world-war-ii-kuril-islands-japan-russia-15dbd41d-

ba12496daaeb1b59e5244681, (Date of Accession: 03.01.2023).

[3] “Japan Protests Russian Military Drills on Disputed Island”, The 

Moscow Times, https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/05/

japan-protests-russian-military-drills-on-disputed-island-a66711, 

(Date of Accession: 03.01.2023).

[4] “Russia Adds Japan to ‘Unfriendly’ Countries, Regions List in 

Sanctions Countermeasure”, The Mainichi, https://mainichi.jp/

english/articles/20220308/p2a/00m/0na/007000c, (Date of Ac-

cession: 03.01.2023).

[5] “Japan Formally Revokes Russia’s ‘Most Favored Nation’ 

Status”, Bloomberg, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/arti-

cles/2022-04-20/japan-formally-revokes-russia-s-most-fa-

vored-nation-status?leadSource=uverify%20wall, (Date of Acces-

sion: 03.01.2023).

[6] “Japan Announces Fresh Economic Sanctions Against Rus-

sia”, Reuters, https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/ja-

pan-announces-fresh-economic-sanctions-against-rus-

sia-2022-05-10/, (Date of Accession: 03.01.2023).

[7] “After Ukraine, Russia ‘Intimidates’ Japan With Massive Military 

Drills Using Su-35 Jets, Bastion-P Missiles, Orlan UAVs”, The Eura-

sian Times, https://eurasiantimes.com/after-ukraine-russia-in-

timidates-japan-with-massive-military-drills/, (Date of Accession: 

03.01.2023).
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an opportunity to develop the Eastern Partnership Program. The parties to the agreement also left the door open in their post-ceremo-

ny statements, with the expectation that the format would be improved.

Kazakhstan is one of the prominent countries at this point. While alternative energy constitutes one of the important topics in the reform 

packages of Kazakhstan President Kassym Jomart Tokayev, joint projects are being carried out especially with companies from Gulf 

countries. It is also possible that other Balkan, Central and Eastern European countries with recent energy problems will also participate 

in the project.

While the two countries of the green energy-themed agreement are members of the Organization of Turkic States (OTS), this protocol 

means putting into practice the principle of partnership in the field of alternative energy emphasized in Turkic World Vision 2040. In 

addition, the agreement will contribute to the development of cooperation between the EU and the OTS.

Gulf countries, which have recently increased their cooperation and capital investments with post-Soviet countries, are also adapting 

to the new conjuncture. Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Qatar are particularly prominent in these initiatives.

In conclusion, the Ukraine Crisis has created new partnerships in the energy market and increased the importance of the Central Cor-

ridor. At this point, the development of new formats, both country-based and organization-oriented, seems possible.

[1] “İlham Əliyev “Bakı Enerji Həftəsi” Çərçivəsində Keçirilən Sərginin Açılış Mərasimində”, Oxu.az, https://oxu.az/politics/608905, (Date of 

Accession: 23.12.2022).

[2] “Səudiyyə Ərəbistanı Azərbaycanın Avropaya Elektrik Enerjisi İxracında İştirak Etmək İstəyir”, Amerikanın Sesi, https://www.amerikaninse-

si.org/a/6882298.html, (Date of Accession: 23.12.2022).

[3] “Energetika Nazirliyi və BƏƏ-nin “Masdar” Şirkəti Arasında İcra Müqavilələri İmzalanıb.”, Azeristilik Techizat resmî web sayfası, http://

azeristilik.gov.az/content/az/96, (Date of Accession: 23.12.2022).

[4]“Serbiya Azərbaycandan Elektrik Enerjisi İdxal Edəcək”, Teleqraf.az, https://teleqraf.com/news/toplum/349766.html, (Date of Accession: 

23.12.2022).

[5] “Azərbaycan Avropanı “Yaşıllaşdırır”: Qərbin Təhlükəsizlik Öhdəliyi, Müqavimət Oxunda Bakının Yeri”, Oxu.az, https://oxu.az/politics/675353, 

(Date of Accession: 23.12.2022).

[6] “Azərbaycanın Enerji Strategiyasında Yeni Era”, Oxu.az, https://oxu.az/politics/675111, (Date of Accession: 23.12.2022).

[7]  Ibid.
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Within the scope of Baku Energy Week held in June 2022,[1] the focus was on natural gas, but it also drew attention to the utilization of 

the wind energy potential of Lachin and Kelbajar. Subsequently, several agreements were signed with energy companies based in 

Saudi Arabia[2] and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)[3] on alternative energy investments in the Absheron peninsula and the Caspian 

coast.

At the Baku Energy Forum, a protocol on electricity exports was signed between Azerbaijan and Serbia, and after the visit of the Presi-

dent of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev to Belgrade in November 2022, Serbian Minister of Mines and Energy Dubravka Jedovic said that Serbia 

will import electricity from Azerbaijan as of January 2023, thus ensuring the security of the country’s electricity system.[4]

On December 17, 2022, President of Azerbaijan Mr. Aliyev, Prime Minister of Romania Nicolae Chuke, Prime Minister of Georgia Irakli 

Garibashvili, and Prime Minister of Hungary Viktor Orban signed the “Agreement on Strategic Partnership in the Field of Green Energy 

Development and Transmission” in Bucharest. Romanian President Klaus Iohannis and European Commission President Leyen were 

also present at the signing ceremony.[5]

Under the agreement, this 1100 km route under the Black Sea is expected to be the world’s longest underwater electricity cable. In his 

speech at the signing ceremony, Aliyev said the following:[6]

“Today, we start to build another energy bridge from Azerbaijan to Europe. Our country is planning to become an important supplier 

of electric energy to Europe, mainly green energy. Azerbaijan’s renewable energy potential is more than 27 gigawatt of wind and solar 

power on shore, and 157 gigawatt of wind power in Azerbaijani sector of the Caspian Sea. Together with one of our country`s strategic 

investor, we plan to implement 3 gigawatt of wind and one gigawatt of solar power by 2027, 80 percent of which will be exported. By 

2037, we plan to create an additional capacity of at least 6 gigawatts.”

Oliver Varheyli, European Commissioner for Neighborhood and Enlargement, emphasized the importance of the project in the follow-

ing words:[7]

 “I am always happy when I see how our plans are coming true. The construction of a 17-billion-euro underwater cable for the Black 

Sea energy supply will bring mutual economic and social benefits.”

The high altitude of the territories recaptured after the Karabakh Victory provides Baku with additional resources in the field of wind 

energy, while the Caspian region and the Absheron peninsula offer alternative energy production opportunities for the country. In the 

new geopolitical conditions that emerged in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic and the Russian-Ukrainian War, in line with its 

goal of becoming an effective power in its region, Azerbaijan prioritizes the development of non-oil and non-natural gas fields, which 

have an 8% share in foreign trade, while green energy exports also come to the fore at this point. In addition to the Gulf countries, 

companies based in the United Kingdom and Australia are also noteworthy regarding cooperation in this field.

In the aftermath of the Ukraine Crisis, the EU took the initiative and started to adopt various models, especially in light of the lack of 

diversity in the energy suppliers of Eastern European countries. At this point, the “4+1 format (Azerbaijan, Georgia, Romania and Hunga-

ry+EU)” followed in the “Agreement on Strategic Partnership in the Field of Green Energy Development and Transmission” also creates 
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Bulgaria’s Nuclear Fuel Move

Thus, the party of former Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko Borisov, the 

Party of Citizens for European Development (GERB), put forward a 

proposal to accelerate the procedure for obtaining nuclear fuel 

from a non-Russian source. The proposal was welcomed in the 

Parliament and the Bulgarian National Assembly voted on Novem-

ber 11, 2022, by 156 votes to 47, calling on the Council of Ministers to 

grant the license and sign the contract for the supply of non-Rus-

sian nuclear fuel by 2024.[2]

The parliament’s decision was opposed by pro-Russian parties 

who believed that the proposal was presented for the benefit of 

the US nuclear energy company Westinghouse Electric Company. 

These are the Bulgarian Socialist Party and the anti-European par-

ty Vazrazhdane (Revival).[3]

The decision was implemented in the last days of 2022 and Bulgar-

ia signed agreements with second parties to diversify its nuclear 

fuel channels. The first agreement on alternatives to Bulgaria’s nu-

clear fuel was signed on December 22, 2022, with the Swedish sub-

sidiary of Westinghouse to supply nuclear fuel to the Russian-built 

1,000 megawatt “Unit 6.”[4] Bulgaria’s Energy Minister Rosen Hristov 

said that in the current situation, nuclear fuel deliveries from Russia 

are uncertain and therefore the new 10-year contract with West-

inghouse helps to secure the plant’s operation.

Moreover, Hristov said that the new fuel will be used from the sum-

mer of 2024, while the existing fuel tanks can be utilized until then.

[5] The reason for the use of fuel from that date onwards is that 

Kozloduy Power Plant had a contract with the Russian company 

TVEL that continued until that date.[6] In addition, since the fuel to 

be supplied to Bulgaria by the Westinghouse Company is different, 

the Bulgarian Council of Ministers has to approve the procedure 

for the supply from this company.

Immediately following the agreement with Westinghouse, on De-

cember 30, 2022, Bulgaria signed an agreement with Framatome, 

a subsidiary of French energy giant Électricité de France S.A. (EDF), 

to supply nuclear fuel for Kozloduy’s “Unit 5” reactor.[7] Framatome 

is not an unknown organization in Bulgaria. The cooperation be-

tween Framatome and Kozloduy goes back more than 20 years. In 

April 2022, Framatome established a center in Bulgaria to strength-

en the cooperation between the two companies.[8] Therefore, it 

can be said that Sofia’s efforts to diversify its nuclear fuel started 

about 20 years ago.

There are several reasons why Bulgaria put so much importance 

on nuclear fuel. The first one is that nuclear fuel provides a large 

share of electricity generation and even makes Bulgaria a supplier 

of electricity to other Balkan countries. In 2022, for example, Sofia 

became the largest electricity exporter in the Balkans and the third 

net exporter in the EU.[9] Secondly, Bulgaria is facing economic 

difficulties because of high emigration due to employment prob-

lems. Therefore, nuclear energy is an important source of income. 

Thirdly, the fact that the Kozloduy power plant is a state-owned en-

terprise ensures that the profits are transferred directly to the state. 

In short, it is possible to say that electricity supplied by nuclear fuel 

is an important economic resource for Bulgaria.

As a result, Bulgaria-Russia relations deteriorated after the out-

break of the war in Ukraine and Bulgaria, as an EU member, faced 

the threat of a gas cut-off due to its participation in the sanc-

tions against Russia. Although Bulgaria has struggled to build a 

politically and economically integrated structure in recent years, 

when it comes to energy and Russia, Bulgaria’s response has been 

clear. Sofia has taken various steps to reduce its dependence on 

Moscow for all energy sources. Among these steps is nuclear fuel, 

which provides a significant portion of the country’s electricity. In 

this context, relations with the French company Framatome have 

been strengthened since April 2022, and in December 2022, agree-

ments were signed with the Swedish subsidiary of the US company 

Westinghouse and Framatome. Thus, Sofia has secured nuclear 

fuel supplies beyond 2024, when the contract with the Russian nu-

clear fuel company TVEL expires. This move is very important for 

Bulgaria, the Balkan region, and the EU in terms of energy resourc-

es.[10]

[1] “Nuclear Power in Bulgaria”, World Nuclear Association, https://

world-nuclear.org/information-library/country-profiles/coun-

tries-a-f/bulgaria.aspx, (Date of Accession: 03.01.2023).

[2] “Bulgarian Parliament Votes To Switch From Russian Nuclear 

Fuel”, Eurasia Review, https://www.eurasiareview.com/11112022-bul-

garian-parliament-votes-to-switch-from-russian-nuclear-fuel/, 

(Date of Accession 03.01.2023).

[3] Krassen Nikolov, “Bulgarian Government Must Urgently Find 

non-Russian Nuclear Fuel”, Euractiv, https://www.euractiv.com/

section/politics/news/bulgarian-government-must-urgent-

ly-find-non-russian-nuclear-fuel/, (Date of Accession: 03.01.2023).

[4] “Bulgaria Diversifies Its Nuclear Fuel Supply”, TVP World, https://

tvpworld.com/65241975/bulgaria-diversifies-its-nuclear-fuel-sup-

ply, (Date of Accession: 03.01.2023).

After the outbreak of the Russian-Ukrainian War, 

it has become clear that many states, especially 

the European Union (EU) countries, are dependent 

on Russia for energy, first and foremost for fossil 

fuels. Bulgaria is among these countries. Howev-

er, to act together with the EU, the Sofia admin-

istration imposed sanctions on Russia to support 

Ukraine, and as a result, Moscow cut off the flow 

of natural gas to Bulgaria. Consequently, tensions 

arose between Bulgaria and Russia and Sofia 

started to take various steps to eliminate its ener-

gy dependence on Russia.

Thanks to its geographical location, Bulgaria’s 

pipeline connections with neighbouring countries 

have increased its alternative options in terms of 

fossil fuels. These include the Southern Gas Corri-

dor, namely the Trans Anatolian Pipeline (TANAP), 

the Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP), which extends to 

Europe, and the newly opened Greece-Bulgaria 

Interconnector Project with Greece.

Another issue that has also emerged is that Bul-

garia’s energy dependence on Russia is not lim-

ited to fossil fuels. In addition to fossil fuels such 

as natural gas and oil, Bulgaria also imported 

nuclear fuel from Russia. Bulgaria’s state-owned 

nuclear reactors in Kozloduy and Sofia account 

for one-third of the country’s electricity demand, 

which is also sourced from Russia.[1]

As can be seen, in the current conjuncture of Eu-

rope’s electricity shortage, the amount of elec-

tricity Sofia generates from nuclear fuel in these 

power plants, especially the Kozloduy Power Plant, 

is considerable. Therefore, dependence on Russia 

in this field is a dangerous situation for Bulgaria. 

This is because there is a possibility that Moscow 

could block the flow of nuclear power, just as it 

has previously blocked the flow of natural gas to 

Bulgaria.
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EU-Poland Relations in the 
Context of the Fund Issue
Relations between Poland and the European 

Union (EU) have become strained in recent 

years. The question of funds between the par-

ties in this case plays an important role. In oth-

er words, financial issues form the basis of the 

disputes between Warsaw and Brussels. In this 

context, the disputes on the EU-Poland line and 

the issues between the EU and Hungary are 

similar.

On the other hand, the coming to power of the 

Law and Justice Party in Poland in 2015 was an 
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important turning point in the beginning of the problems between Brussels and Warsaw. The EU claims that the current government in 

Poland is harming the country’s judicial independence.[1] This is an important element in shaping the EU’s view of Poland. Therefore, the 

dispute between the parties creates obstacles to Poland’s access to EU funds.

In addition to all these, on 1 June 2022, the EU Commission approved Poland’s economic recovery plan, but announced that it would not 

pay until reforms were carried out at the judicial point. Within the framework of the plan, it is envisaged that Warsaw will have access 

to 23.9 billion euros in grants and 11.5 billion euros in loans.[2]

As can be understood, the EU uses financial assistance to Poland as an element of bargaining. In other words, Brussels is trying to make 

the changes it wants to take place in Warsaw through funds. Especially considering that there is a slowdown in the economies of Euro-

pean countries due to the Russia-Ukraine War, this leaves the Warsaw administration in an extremely difficult situation.

On the other hand, EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen stated on September 22, 2022 that Poland will not receive any money 

from the funds unless it restores the independence of the judiciary in the country.[3]

As it is understood, it seems unlikely that Brussels will make any concessions within the framework of the problem. Therefore, it can be 

said that the EU is implementing a carrot-and-stick strategy against Poland. In this context, it is foreseeable that the party that will make 

concessions will be Warsaw rather than Brussels.

Despite all this, Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki used the following statements in an interview with the Italian newspaper La 

Stampa on December 22, 2022:[4]

“Poles and Italians are fed up with the diktats of the European bureaucracy and want real democracy. We want to renew the EU by 

returning to its founding principles”

It is seen that Morawiecki wants to get the support of the Rome administration with these statements. As a result of the elections held 

in October 2022, the coming to power of Giorgia Meloni in Italy was evaluated as a positive development by the union members who 

had some problems with the EU top management. In this context, it can be suggested that the Warsaw government is looking for new 

allies in the bloc in order to solve the problem in a positive way

On the other hand, on December 29, 2022, the Polish Prime Minister made new statements regarding the funding problem with the EU. 

In this context, Morawiecki pointed out that the problem with the EU Commission should end, noting that the real dispute is taking place 

in the east of Poland and stated that the financial support from the EU will mean more money for the Polish Army.[5]

From the statements of the Polish Prime Minister, it can be said that Warsaw wants to take advantage of the war conjuncture in Europe. 

In this context, Warsaw suggests that it will spend a significant part of EU funds on the Polish Army. Considering that Poland forms the 
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center of anti-Russianism in Eastern European geopolitics, this issue may be instrumental in strengthening Warsaw in terms of de-

fense, as well as increasing its support for Ukraine.

At the same time, it is necessary to focus on Poland’s support to Ukraine throughout the war. Poland ranks fifth in the world and second 

in the EU with 3 billion euros when all financial, humanitarian and military aid to Ukraine is evaluated.[6]

Moreover, Poland is home to millions of Ukrainian immigrants who were forced to leave the country due to the war. In other words, 

Warsaw’s support for Kiev is vital both because of its geopolitical position and because of its financial support. In this context, Poland’s 

solving the problem regarding EU funds in its favor will be a development that the Kiev administration will also welcome positively.

In conclusion, it seems difficult for Brussels to take a step back without getting its wishes from Warsaw on the issue of resolving the 

funding problem between the EU and Poland. In this context, it can be argued that Warsaw will be the party that will try to find the 

common ground. The Polish administration’s positive steps towards the solution of the problem may lead to both relief in the country’s 

economy and increasing its support for the war in Ukraine.

[1] “Ukraine War Prompts EU to Cut Poland Some Slack in Rule of Law Dispute”, The Guardian, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/

mar/17/european-commission-ready-to-release-recovery-funds-poland, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[2] “EU Approves Polish Recovery Plan, but no Payouts Before Judiciary Fixed”, Reuters, https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-com-

mission-likely-unblock-polands-recovery-plan-wednesday-2022-06-01/, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[3] “Poland Will Not Receive EU Funds If Its Judiciary Remains Unchanged: EC Head”, TVP World https://tvpworld.com/62932164/poland-

will-not-receive-eu-funds-if-its-judiciary-remains-unchanged-ec-head, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[4] “Poland and Italy ‘Fed Up’ with EU Bureaucracy, PM Morawiecki Says”, Politico, https://www.politico.eu/article/poland-and-italy-fed-

up-with-eu-bureaucracy-polish-pm-says/, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[5] “Polish PM Wants EU to give $37 Billion Pandemic Recovery Cash to Miilitary, Russia Today, https://www.rt.com/news/569127-poland-

eu-funds-military/, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[6] “Infographic: Who Provides the Most Aid to Ukraine?”, Al Jazeera, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/9/infographic-who-pro-

vides-the-most-aid-to-ukraine, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).
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Is it possible for Japan and 
India to Contain China?

The first-ever joint air exercises between India 

and Japan between January 16-26, 2023 could 

radically change the balance in the Far East. 

The exercises called “Veer Guardian 2022”, an-

nounced in December 2023,[1] could lead to 

China feel more contained. Undoubtedly, India 

and Japan’s recent military moves in the region 

will draw China’s ire and cause it to become 

even more aggressive. It should not be forgot-

ten that this escalation race will ultimately lead 

to a conflict in the region.

In recent months, Beijing has been organizing 

exercises or engaging in military activities that 

could be seen as a show of force against both 

New Delhi and Tokyo. For example, in December 
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2022, as a result of China’s new military deployments to the Indian border, small-scale clashes occurred between the two countries and 

soldiers were killed and injured as a result.

Secondly, China started to conduct naval exercises close to Japanese waters following the publication of Japan’s National Securi-

ty Strategy in December. It has also increased its flights and airspace violations around Taiwan. The fact that China has reacted so 

strongly, despite the absence of any serious threat from India and Japan, has everyone worried about what Beijing might do after the 

joint India-Japan exercises in January 2023.

Yet China shows no signs of fear towards either India or Japan. In other words, Beijing is not afraid of confrontation with New Delhi or 

Tokyo. In this context, China’s actions on the Indian border are bold moves. Likewise, after reaching the Western Pacific Ocean, Chinese 

warships led by the aircraft carrier “Liaoning” conducted drills near Japanese waters, in which destroyers, as well as numerous fighter 

jets and helicopters, participated. The Japanese Air Self-Defense Force took to the air to monitor the situation of Chinese warplanes; 

fortunately, no airspace violations were reported.

The aforementioned steps taken by China by increasing both naval and air exercises aim to show that it is not afraid of Japan. These 

maneuvers are usually carried out in preparation for a combat possiblity. Moreover, these activities do not indicate a defensive prepa-

ration on China’s part, but an offensive intent. The reason why Beijing keeps its navy and air force on constant alert is not to protect its 

national borders, but rather to achieve its long-term goal of unification with Taiwan.

The strategy of containing China is mainly pursued by the United States of America (USA). Therefore, it would be too ambitious to say 

that India and Japan are acting together to contain China. However, it can be said that they individually want to compete with China 

and are trying to increase their military power to this end.

First of all, these two countries are members of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD). Since 2017, this platform has been concretely 

implemented and turned into a diplomatic summit at the leaders’ level, now including 2+2 meetings with the participation of foreign 

and defense ministers. The last meeting between India and Japan in the 2+2 format took place in Tokyo on September 8-9, 2022.

During the visit, Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh said, “India and Japan are pursuing a special strategic and global partnership.”[2] 

In recent years, meetings between the two countries have focused on the development of joint exercises and defense cooperation.[3] 

The January 2023 joint air exercise will be the realization of this will.

Since the Shinzo Abe era, Japan’s “top priority” has been to develop strategic ties with India. In this regard, the two countries have sought 

to develop their military partnership in addition to cooperation within the QUAD framework. In fact, it is often mentioned that Japan was 

the actor that convinced India to join QUAD. This is because New Delhi normally pursues a non-aligned and multilateralist approach 

and avoids making a new move that would put it face to face with China. Despite this, its participation in QUAD with the USA drew re-

actions China and Russia. In this context, India is not likely to pursue a strategy that focuses on containing China. However, if the threat 

on the border increases, India is likely to become more active at sea and increase its support to the USA.

As the USA seeks to strengthen its alliance in the Indo-Pacific, it sees Japan, India, Australia and more recently France as its biggest 

supporters. If it can attract these actors to its side, it believes that it will succeed in containing China. But this alliance is also in danger. 

Japan and Australia are intensifying their talks with China, which makes the USA nervous. Therefore, support, especially from India, is of 

great importance for the USA.
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In Japan-USA relations, everything is going well. In its most recent National Defense Strategy Paper, Japan has indirectly signaled its 

support for Taiwan. The report states that, “Japan will increase its joint intervention capability with the USA”.[4] In other words, Tokyo 

reiterated its support for Washington. China has resumed military exercises around Taiwan in order to give a tough response to this 

alliance. Another alliance that worries Beijing is Japan joining forces with India. India-Japan relations are evolving towards a strategic 

partnership.

These cooperative steps taken by India and Japan are leading to the containment of China.  The prospect of the other side joining 

forces, particularly in the event of a conflict in Taiwan, is the reason for Beijing’s response to this cooperation. Japan is gradually in-

creasing the number of countries with which it has signed a Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA), which allows its navies to dock and 

resupply in allied ports in the event of war in the region. RAAs have already been signed with the United Kingdom and Australia. It has 

also signaled in its National Security Strategy Document that it will support the US on the Taiwan issue. In addition, the Philippines plans 

to sign RAAs with Thailand and France. In early 2022, India and Japan signed the Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) 

for the mutual provision of defense supplies and services. ACSA da RAA’ya benzerdir. In other words, in the event of a possible war, 

the procurement of defense industry products between India and Japan will be easier. In short, China’s biggest fear is that India will 

increase its maritime cooperation with Japan and that this will negatively affect its plans for Taiwan.

[1] “India’s Su-30s To Square Off Against Japan’s Fighters İn First Mutual Exercise”, Aerotime, https://www.aerotime.aero/articles/indias-

su-30s-to-square-off-against-japans-fighters-in-first-mutual-exercise, (Date of Accession: 28.12.2022).

[2] “Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, EAM Jaishankar To Visit Tokyo for India-Japan 2+2 Meeting”, Deccan Herald,

https://www.deccanherald.com/national/defence-minister-rajnath-singh-eam-jaishankar-to-visit-tokyo-for-india-japan-22-meet-

ing-1142904.html, (Date of Accession: 28.12.2022).

[3] “At India-Japan 2+2 Meet on Sept 8, Joint Exercises, Defence Cooperation Is Focus”, Hindustan Times, https://www.hindustantimes.

com/india-news/at-india-japan-2-2-meet-on-sept-8-joint-exercises-defence-cooperation-is-focus-101661347630233.html, (Date of 

Accession: 28.12.2022).

[4] “Basis of Defense Policy”, Japan Ministry of Defense, https://www.mod.go.jp/en/d_policy/basis/index.html, (Date of Accession: 

17.12.2022).
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A Possible Scenario for 2023 India: 
Opportunities and Challenges
2022 was a year of major shifts in global bal-

ances due to the Russia-Ukraine War that start-

ed in February and the Taliban seizing control 

of Afghanistan before that. In this process, 

many countries have drawn a road map for 

themselves by making different balance cal-

culations. India has been one of the countries 

that have come to the forefront at this point 

due to its various orientations.

It is seen that India, which aims to become a 

global power, uses the differences between 

the great powers as part of its balance policy. 

Maintaining ties with the West and the United 

States of America (USA), New Delhi has con-

tinued to contribute to structures such as the 

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) on the 

one hand, and on the other, has been conspic-

uous by its abstention on United Nations (UN) 

resolutions condemning Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine and has refrained from taking a harsh 
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reaction against Moscow. Furthermore, India, which has begun to take a keen interest in Central Asia, where Russia’s influence is seen 

to be waning, has taken steps to build connections with the region’s governments through various channels.

In 2023, India, which will hold the presidency of the G20 and the chairmanship of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), is 

expected to make significant use of these opportunities. Institutional leadership is expected to give New Delhi an edge in realizing its 

goal of becoming a world power.[1]

It is clear that the elevated status will provide positive advantages for the country’s rise. In September 2022, New Delhi will take over 

the chairmanship in September 2023 and host the 2023 Summit of the SCO. This presidency will have a significant impact on the fight 

against terrorism and enhancing interaction with Central Asian countries. This will make New Delhi more prominent in the international 

arena.

The advantage of the G20 presidency is that it will give India the opportunity to set the agenda. As of December 1, 2022, New Delhi 

assumed the presidency. India’s presidency will continue until November 30, 2023, and it will act as host for the summit in September 

2023. In 2023, the G20 is expected to focus on the Sustainable Development Goals due to issues such as the Ukraine war, rising inflation, 

economic problems and energy crises.[2] India is also expected to take the lead in this regard.

The theme chosen by the New Delhi administration for the new G20 period is “One land, one family, one future.”[3] It can be said that 

India, which emphasizes international cooperation, will play a key role in the G20 within the framework of this theme. In addition to the 

international impact, this presidency will also benefit Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the national level. As is well known, general 

elections will be held in India in 2024. The G20 and SCO leadership will enhance India’s international prestige. This is also likely to give 

the Modi government an advantage in the elections.

On the other hand, it is possible to predict that India will pursue a more active policy in Central Asia and Afghanistan. In this case, the 

rotating presidencies will have a significant impact. In addition, Central Asian countries’ interest in the growing Indian economy and 

the problems between Afghanistan and Pakistan also present opportunities for New Delhi.

It is also plausible to predict that in 2023, India will be more active in the Russian-Ukrainian War. In this sense, it is significant that Indian 

Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar said that New Delhi attaches importance to returning to dialogue and diplomacy. Indeed, 

Jaishankar’s remarks suggest that India could also play a role in bringing the parties together:[4]

“So, from the very beginning, our effort has been to urge (Russia and Ukraine to) return to dialogue and diplomacy. The Prime Minister 

himself has spoken on numerous occasions with President Vladimir Putin and President Volodymyr Zelensky. I myself talked to my col-

leagues in Russia and Ukraine. We know this is not an easily resolvable situation. But it’s important that countries who believe in nego-

tiation, speak up clearly in that regard. We’re on the side of peace and a large part of the world thinks like us.”

In this context, it can be stated that India is expected to be a determining or guiding actor in global politics in 2023, unless there is a 

negative situation such as an increase in border tensions with China. Economic data also provide positive clues. The World Bank raised 

India’s 2023 gross domestic product (GDP) growth forecast from 6.5% to 6.9%. This has led to the expectation that New Delhi will be 

among the fastest growing major economies in the world.[5]

Challenges will include border conflicts and regional balances. For example, in the last months of 2022, activity on the China-India bor-

der increased. Following the 2020 conflict, the confrontation between the forces of the two countries in the Arunachal Pradesh region 

is significant in terms of its impact and the possibilities it holds. It is also possible that more conflicts of interest may arise in the future. 

On the other hand, both countries demonstrate power with military exercises and send messages to each other. This paves the way 

for parties to take a tougher stance.

The incident in which Indian and Chinese security forces responded to each other with stones and sticks on the Sino-Indian border 

is also significant as it shows that the two nuclear powers do not want the problem to escalate. Therefore, keeping border tensions 
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Finland’s NATO Membership and 
Polar Silk Road Project
Finland is a state that has followed a policy 

of military neutrality for many years. However, 

upon the start of the Russia-Ukraine War, the 

threat perceptions of the country in question 

gained a new dimension and Finland aban-

doned this policy. Finland is a state that has 

pursued a policy of military neutrality for many 

years. For this reason, the Helsinki administra-

tion applied for membership in the North Atlan-

tic Treaty Organization (NATO). The application 

in question is generally evaluated within the 

scope of NATO, Europe, the United States (US) 

and Russia. However, the signs of progress af-

fect the Arctic geopolitics, and therefore China, 

directly and indirectly.

China, acting with a global vision, announced 

the Belt and Road Initiative project in 2013. The 

Beijing governance, which wants to continu-

ously improve this project and make it more 

inclusive with alternative routes, has started to 

be more intensely involved in the increasing 

competition in the Arctic in the 2000s. In addi-

tion, China thought that melting glaciers pro-

vided an advantage in reaching riches both in 

Europe and in the region.

In the mentioned document, it is written that 

a blue economic gateway reaching Europe 

via the Arctic is envisioned.[1] Trying to create 

a worldwide network through corridors, China 

wants to reach Europe by travelling north of 

Russia through the Bering Strait with the Polar 

Silk Road Project.
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limited to minor incidents and keeping them under control will be a priority for both countries in 2023, despite all the challenges. Never-

theless, it is clear that border disputes with China will be at the top of the list of challenges India will face. The current situation in Pakistan 

and the rivalry between New Delhi and Islamabad will also continue to be challenges for India.

In conclusion, it can be said that the year 2023 presents a number of challenges and diplomatic opportunities for India. It is clear that 

developments such as border problems and regional disputes will continue to present challenges. On the other hand, diplomatic 

moves such as playing a role in the Russia-West dialogue and taking part in mediation initiatives within the scope of the G20 and SCO 

could also be possible. Moreover, New Delhi can also come to the fore in shaping the international agenda. Increased visibility on the 

international stage could also give the Modi government credibility at the domestic level ahead of the general elections. There is also 

the prospect of an economically developing India.

[1] “2023: The Year India May Realise Its Global Power Aspirations”, Indian Express, https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/

ram-madhav-2023-india-global-power-8353078/, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[2] “As G20 Presidency Passes to India, It Can Bring Renewed Focus to Sustainability Deadlines”, Indian Express, https://indianexpress.com/

article/opinion/columns/india-g20-presidency-pm-narendra-modi-8287257/, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[3] “G20: The Presidency Passes to India, a Rising Power and Voice of the Southern Hemisphere”, Nova News, https://www.agenzianova.

com/en/news/g20-presidency-passes-india-rising-power-and-voice-of-the-global-south/, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[4] “‘We Know This is not Easily Resolvable Situation but…’: S Jaishankar Voices ‘Deep’ Concern over Ukraine Conflict”, Times Now News, 

https://www.timesnownews.com/india/we-know-this-is-not-easily-resolvable-situation-but-s-jaishankar-voices-deep-concern-over-

ukraine-conflict-article-96670725, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[5] “India’s Global Ambitions Begin at Home”, The Diplomat, https://thediplomat.com/2022/12/indias-global-ambitions-begin-at-home/, 

(Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).
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Search for Normalization in
Pakistan-India Relations Under 
the Shadow of Rising Tension
Pakistan and India are two important countries 

in South Asia, standing out to be as nuclear 

power. There are serious disputes between the 

two sides over the Kashmir issue. From time to 

time, allegations of a renewed hot conflict be-

tween the two states, which have fought wars 

in the past, come to the fore. However, it should 

be noted that there is no significant dispute 

between Islamabad and New Delhi except for 

the Kashmir issue. Therefore, if a roadmap is 

developed on this issue or if the parties man-

age to compartmentalize their differences and 

focus on opportunities for cooperation, a new 

chapter could be opened in terms of regional 

security, stability, cooperation, and prosperity. 

In fact, there have been several recent events 

that show that there is a growing will to do so, 

but that the process is not without its challeng-

es.
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As it is known, states other than Russia, which has a coast on the 

Arctic, position themselves within the Western World. This situation 

leads to the isolation of Russia. On the other hand, Moscow want-

ed China to be present in the region to both break its loneliness 

and balance the West. Even though tensions tended to increase 

in the region during the period, the conjuncture was not negative 

for China. Finland’s neutral position made it possible for China to 

develop cooperation with this country. Since Finland and Sweden 

were not NATO members, Russia was also in an advantageous po-

sition.

After a while, the developments in the region started to evolve into 

a negative process for China and Russia. For instance, NATO clas-

sified Moscow and Beijing as direct threats in its document titled 

“NATO 2030: United for a New Era”[2] announced on 25 November 

2020. This was a sign that the activities of the two states caused 

unrest in the eyes of the USA and NATO.

The increasing tension and rivalry in the Arctic reached their max-

imum level with the Russia-Ukraine War. Furthermore, Finland and 

Sweden’s application for membership in NATO led to an increase 

in the influence of Western actors in the region. If both states are 

members of NATO, Russia will become even more isolated as the 

only regional state that is not a member of the Alliance. More-

over, this isolation becomes structural. Because of this, Russia’s 

membership in the Arctic Council was suspended. The Moscow 

administration, on the other hand, is working closely with Beijing to 

internationalize the region and weaken the hand of Western ac-

tors. Notably, the efforts of the anti-US and anti-NATO countries to 

internationalize the Arctic and the fact that this is done through 

Moscow deepen the unrest in the West.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, in a statement he made 

on 26 August 2022, Russia has established a new Arctic Command, 

and is testing new weapon systems in the region; China is increas-

ing its access to the Arctic and Beijing is investing billions of dollars; 

finally, he stated that both states have deepened their strategic 

partnership relationship in a way that challenges the values and 

interests of the West.[3] This statement clearly shows that NATO 

has coded China as a threat in the Arctic as well as Russia and is 

trying to send a message to its members.

The US-based RAND Corporation states in a report that China’s in-

fluence in the Arctic and its access to the region will increase within 

ten years if Beijing and Moscow make closer relations.[4] Therefore, 

it can be said that attempts to marginalize China, which disturbs 

the USA and NATO, are gaining momentum. The intensification of 

NATO’s anti-Chinese stance not only Beijing’s with the organization 

but also negatively affects its relations with member states.

The increasing anti-Chinese sentiment in the West and the Arc-

tic’s transformation into a competitive area has also brought into 

question the Polar Silk Road Project, which Beijing is trying to im-

plement for this region. One of China’s goals is to reach Europe 

via a shorter, lower-cost, and safer route than the Pacific. While 

Finland is developing its pragmatist relations with China; especially 

planned to be a port opening to Europe. On the other hand, China 

would be able to acquire a base in the region, reach Europe by a 

different route, have a presence in the Arctic, and gain opportuni-

ties for military expansion, including intelligence. However, despite 

the progresses between the sides, there was scepticism in Finland. 

In this context, projects with China began to be cancelled and Bei-

jing’s activities in the region began to be limited.[5]

Today, it can be said that this attitude has intensified even more. 

Because China does not show any reaction to Russia. It can also 

be said that the war in Ukraine has turned into a war of values. At 

this point, Finland seems to have chosen to distance itself from 

actors who do not accept Western values. On the other hand, it 

is possible to say that Finland will act within the framework of the 

document “NATO 2030: United for a New Era” if it joins NATO. There-

fore, Beijing is losing one of its safest ports in Europe.

As a result, increasing polarization in the world and the Arctic pos-

es a significant threat to China’s projects. In the past, Finland was 

considered one of the most important choices in the Arctic for 

China; nowadays, this situation is changing.[6] In other words, at 

a time when the Russia-Ukraine War significantly shaped the se-

curity perception of European states, suspicions about China are 

also increasing. Moreover, one of the factors affecting this pro-

cess is the USA. Therefore, the policies of the USA caused increased 

concerns against Russia and China. The Prime Minister of Finland 

Sanna Marin’s statements that Europe cannot be secured without 

the United States can be seen as a reflection of this. As a result, it 

seems that an important purpose of the Polar Silk Road Project, 

which China is trying to implement to reach Europe, has disap-

peared. It can be said that he will instrumentalize this project only 

to reach the westernmost part of Russia and to have a presence 

in the Arctic.

[1] “Full Text: Vision for Maritime Cooperation Under the Belt and Road 

Initiative”, China.org.cn, http://www.china.org.cn/world/2017-06/20/

content_41063286_2.htm, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[2] “NATO 2030: United for a New Era”, NATO, https://www.nato.

int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2020/12/pdf/201201-Reflec-

tion-Group-Final-Report-Uni.pdf, (Date of Accessionion: 02.01.2023).
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Moreover, the will for dialogue exists not only in India but also in Pakistan. Because just two days before the meeting, Zardari made a 

similar statement. In fact, on December 14, 2022, Zardari stated that they believe that they can develop peaceful relations with India 

and that the young populations of both countries want to establish peaceful relations with each other.[3] On January 2, 2023, Pakistan’s 

Foreign Ministry announced that it had shared the list of its nuclear facilities with the Indian Embassy in Islamabad, in keeping with past 

agreements.[4]

As a result, both countries are aware of the need for dialogue despite their critical approach towards each other due to structural prob-

lems. In other words, both sides are in favor of keeping the door to dialogue open, despite the harsh accusations they levelled against 

each other in the UNSC due to their mutual prejudices on regional security and terrorism. This is the reality of the region. Especially con-

sidering the Afghan issue, it can be argued that dialogue between Islamabad and New Delhi will contribute to cooperation and peace 

not only in the two countries but also in the region. Therefore, it can be stated that the parties are preparing for a process that can be 

defined as “Taj Mahal 2.0” through their subtextual sentences, even if they do not explicitly express it, and that the US also wants such a 

process. In this environment, it is possible to predict that the actors will prefer to compartmentalize the contentious issues.

[1] “What US Said On Pak Minister Bilawal Bhutto’s Comments Against PM Modi”, NDTV, https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/constructive-talks-between-india-

pakistan-for-betterment-of-their-people-us-3621576, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[2] “‘Hosting Osama Bin Laden, Attacking Parliament’: India’s Strong Reply After Pakistan Raises Kashmir Issue at UN”, Business Today, https://www.business-

today.in/latest/world/story/hosting-osama-bin-laden-attacking-parliament-indias-strong-reply-after-pakistan-raises-kashmir-issue-at-un-356455-2022-12-15, 

(Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[3] “Pakistan Believes in Peaceful Ties with India: Bilawal Bhutto”, Dunya News, https://dunyanews.tv/en/Pakistan/680669-Pakistan-believes-in-peace-

ful-ties-with-India:-Bilawal-Bhutto, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

 Afintl, https://www.afintl.com/202301016572, (Date of ,”داد رارق دنه رایتخا رد ار روشک نیا یا هتسه تاسیسات زا یتسرهف ناتسکاپ هجراخ ترازو“ [4]

Accession: 02.01.2023).
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As it is known, India is currently a member of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD). Therefore, it occupies a special place in the 

United States (US) competition with China. Washington, pursuing a containment strategy against China, is trying to use the problems 

between New Delhi-Beijing, in line with its own interests and positioning India as a key actor in the “Free and Open Indian Pacific Strat-

egy.” This is an advantageous alliance relationship for New Delhi in terms of India’s vision of becoming a regional and global power.

On the other hand, Pakistan, as an actor focusing on developing and deepening its relations with China on the one hand and restoring 

its relations with the West, particularly the US, in addition, especially after Shahbaz Sharif became Prime Minister, has been conducting 

multifaceted and multidimensional diplomacy, considering the balances between the centers of power. In this sense, Pakistan’s pri-

ority is not to enter unilateral dependency relations with any state.

Another reason for the Islamabad administration to adopt a multilateral foreign policy approach is the desire to prevent the country 

from becoming isolated and to create an environment that will increase the welfare and security of the Pakistani people by develop-

ing win-win relations through regional and global cooperation.

Undoubtedly, regional stabilization and cooperation are of great importance for Pakistan’s security and prosperity. In fact, the same 

is also true for India. For this reason, there are some messages that normalization efforts will increase the relations between the 

parties. Moreover, it can be stated that the international conjuncture is highly favorable for such a normalization, especially in the US 

dimension. As a matter of fact, on December 20, 2022, US State Department Spokesperson Ned Price made the following statement 

confirming this situation:[1]

“We do not want to see a duel between India and Pakistan because we have partnerships with both countries. We would like to see a 

constructive dialogue between India and Pakistan. We think it is for the benefit of Pakistan and India.”

At this point, it can be said that Price’s statements are of great importance as they come after the escalation of tensions between 

Islamabad and New Delhi at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) meeting on December 16, 2022. After the meeting in which the 

parties used harsh expressions against each other, the Washington administration sent a clear message to the parties that it was in 

favour of them acting together. This is because the US believes that the conflict between the two countries is bringing Pakistan closer 

to China and wants to prevent the China-Pakistan axis.

However, it should be emphasized that even during the tensions at the relevant session of the UNSC, India expressed its support for 

normalization in the subtext. To elaborate on the situation, it is worth recalling that during the debate, despite the mutual accusations 

between Pakistan Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, the Indian Foreign 

Minister said in his speech the following:[2]

“Today we focused on the urgency of reforming multilateralism. Naturally, we will have our views. There is a convergence underway, 

at least this cannot be postponed any longer.”
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tionality. In other words, Greece expects some concessions to 

support Albania’s EU membership. It is possible to say that this 

concession is the maritime border problem between the two 

countries. Therefore, if Greece does not get what it wants from 

the negotiations with Albania in the future, it can be foreseen 

that it will be able to use its veto power in the EU member-

ship process of Tirana. In this respect, Dendias’ emphasis on the 

“context of conditionality” is extremely important.

Moreover, immediately following Dendias’ visit, Mitsotakis also 

visited Albania on 22 December 2022. Mitsotakis went to Hima-

ra, where Greeks live densely in Albania, and described his vis-

it as a special moment for him and for Hellenism everywhere. 

Furthermore, the Prime Minister of Greece used the following 

expressions.[4]

“Albania’s obligation is to fully respect your own rights, whether 

we are referring to the right to self-determination, or the right 

for your children and grandchildren to learn the Greek lan-

guage at all levels.”

Mitsotakis emphasized “Hellenism” and used expressions that 

summarized Greece’s foreign policy in a sense. Moreover, Mi-

cotakis has also given the message that he will use the Greek 

population living in Albania to create pressure on the Albanian 

Government as a foreign policy tool.

In conclusion, the dispute between Albania and Greece could 

lead to a further prolongation of Tirana’s EU integration process. 

In this context, it can be foreseen that the Athens administration 

may raise the issue of the maritime border between the parties 

and the situation of Greek citizens living in Albania. If Greece 

does not get what it wants from Albania, Tirana could face var-

ious obstacles in its EU accession process.

[1] “Albania Consilium”, European Council Council of the Euro-

pean Union, https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/en-

largement/albania/, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[2] “Greece, Albania Fail to Agree on Maritime Border Issue in 

Prague”, Euractiv, https://www.euractiv.com/section/all/short_

news/greece-albania-fail-to-agree-on-maritime-border-is-

sue-in-prague/, (Date of Accession: 02.01.2023).

[3] “Mitsotakis to Visit Ethnic Greeks Minority in South Albania; 

FM in Tirana”, Keep Talking Greece, https://www.keeptalking-

greece.com/2022/12/21/mitsotakis-to-visit-ethnic-greeks-mi-

nority-in-south-albania-fm-in-tirana/, (Date of Accession: 

02.01.2023).

cession point in the future. However, Albania has some prob-

lems with its southern neighbor Greece. In this context, it is not 

unlikely that these problems will be raised by the Athens admin-

istration. Chief among the issues between the two countries is 

the delimitation of maritime jurisdiction areas and the rights of 

Greek migrants living in Albania, which Greece is trying to bring 

to the agenda.

First of all, it is seen that the parties have not been able to reach 

a common point in the solution of the problem of maritime ju-

risdiction areas currently ongoing between Greece and Alba-

nia. The Athens administration pursues an expansionist policy 

in the Ionian Sea as well as in the Eastern Mediterranean. In this 

context, the relations between the parties have been further 

strained in 2021 when Greece increased its territorial waters in 

the Ionian Sea from 6 miles to 12 miles. In this period, especially 

as a result of events such as the exit of Greek fishing vessels 

from their own territorial waters and entering Albanian territo-

rial waters, it was seen that there were frequent crises on the 

Athens-Tirana line.

On the other hand, Greek Prime Minister KyriakosMitsotakis and 

his Albanian counterpart Edi Rama, who met at the European 

Political Community meeting in the Czech capital Prague on 6 

September 2022, failed to reach an agreement between the 

two countries on the aforementioned problem. In this context, 

Rama’s position regarding the issue needs to be emphasized. 

In 2009, Greece and Albania agreed to delimit the continental 

shelf between them, but Rama, who was in opposition at the 

time, took the matter to the Constitutional Court and played a 

leading role in annulling the decision. Rama defended the view 

that the agreement gave about 225 km of Albanian waters to 

the Athens administration.[2]

As can be understood, Rama, who played a leading role in the 

annulment of the decision in favor of Greece in 2009, is unlikely 

to make concessions on this issue as long as he continues as 

the Prime Minister of Albania. Since the Athens administration 

knows this, it may create obstacles in some issues in terms of 

Tirana’s membership to the EU.

In this context, it is necessary to focus on the visit of Greek For-

eign Minister Nikos Dendias to Albania on December 21, 2022. 

As part of the visit, Dendias met with his Albanian counterpart, 

Olta Xhacka. Dendias pointed out that Greece supports the EU 

perspective towards Albania and all the Western Balkan states 

in the context of “strict but fair conditionality.”[3] Predictably, the 

Greek Foreign Minister said that Athens supports Tirana’s EU 

membership, but that they welcome it in the context of condi-
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Could Albania Face New Obstacles 
on Its Path to the EU?
Albania, a Balkan country, has been making various at-

tempts to become a member of the European Union (EU) 

for many years. Accordingly, the Tirana administration 

applied for EU membership in April 2009 and obtained 

the status of a candidate country in June 2014. On March 

24, 2020, the European Affairs Ministers of the EU countries 

presented their political agreement on the opening of 

accession negotiations with Albania and North Macedo-

nia. Subsequently, these agreements were approved by 

the Council of Europe.[1]

On the other hand, the Tirana administration was able 

to start accession negotiations with Brussels only in July 

2022. The EU has handled the accession process-

es of Albania and North Macedonia together, not 

unilaterally. However, the fact that Bulgaria is expe-

riencing some problems with North Macedonia in 

terms of history, language and identity has caused 

Skopje to be subjected to Sofia’s veto. This has nat-

urally led to the prolongation of the accession pro-

cess to the bloc for Albania as well.

Although the lifting of Bulgaria’s veto on North Mac-

edonia has paved the way for Albania’s accession 

process to the EU, it is foreseeable that the Tirana 

administration may have some problems at the ac-
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la between 1910 and 1945, flared up again after Japan announced 

its national security strategy on December 16, 2022.[5] Japan has 

claimed sovereignty over the islands in its security strategy docu-

ment. This naturally drew the reaction of the Seoul administration. 

The South Korean Foreign Ministry demanded the immediate re-

moval of these allegations and summoned the Japanese Ambas-

sador to the ministry to protest the situation.[6]

As is well known, Yoon Suk-yeol and his government, which took 

office in May 2022, are committed to resolving past issues with Ja-

pan. In this context, in 2022, negotiations were held between Japan 

and South Korea on wartime labor compensation and solutions 

were sought.

While the relations between the two countries, which act together 

in the region thanks to both the efforts of the South Korean gov-

ernment and the North Korean threat, have a positive atmosphere, 

it can be stated that the emergence of such a problem, although 

unpleasant, will not lead to a serious problem.

Indeed, although South Korea’s conservatives point to Japan’s 

imperial past,[7] the Seoul administration has stated that Japan’s 

efforts to increase its military capabilities are understandable giv-

en the North Korean threat. In addition, the South Korean Foreign 

Ministry emphasized the need to preserve the peaceful spirit of 

Japan’s Constitution and that any military action capable of at-

tacking the Korean peninsula must be carried out in agreement 

with South Korea.[8]

The Future of the Western Alliance

In November 2022, the G20 Leaders’ Summit took steps to improve 

relations between China and various Western states, but these 

steps were not followed up. In fact, Taiwan, which Beijing is sen-

sitive about, has been visited one after another by delegations of 

parliamentarians from several states. As mentioned earlier, these 

states are Japan, Australia and the United Kingdom. In this context, 

although Australia stated that the visit had nothing to do with the 

government, these statements were not enough to satisfy China.

While tensions between China and the West have risen following 

visits to Taiwan and Japan’s increased military spending, Aus-

tralia and China continue to cooperate in certain areas and are 

engaged in discussions to improve relations. For example, on De-

cember 21, 2022, Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong and Chi-

nese Foreign Minister Wang Yi held talks.[9] During these talks Wang 

stated, “We can grow our bilateral relationship and uphold our 

national interests, if both countries navigate our differences wise-

ly.”[10] The talks also raised hopes that at some point China would 

lift its import restrictions on Australia. As a result, after the AUSMIN 

talks on 6 December 2022, it was observed that the Western al-

liance took consistent steps in the Pacific in the field of defense. 

However, negativity has also emerged from time to time. For ex-

ample, renewed disputes between Japan and South Korea have 

led to mutual protests, first over Japan’s claims of sovereignty over 

the islands of Dokdo and Takeshima, and then over South Korea’s 

military exercises near these islands.[11]

Although at first glance, it may be thought that this situation will 

cause a rift within the Western alliance, it can be predicted that 

both the Yoon Government’s desire to improve relations with Ja-

pan and seek solutions to problems and the mediator role that the 

USA has long assumed between the two countries will prevent a 

possible conflict. It is also important to keep in mind that the talks 

between Australia and China, even if they gave a good impression, 

did not mean that Australia would not focus on defense policies, 

as indicated by the commitment of the Australian Defense Minis-

ter Richard Marles after the G20 Summit to improve relations with 

China.[12]

In conclusion, while Australia is keen to develop its relations and 

trade with China, it will not abandon its defense policies. A rift with-

in the Western alliance is unlikely to emerge in the future, both in 

terms of Australia and the Japan-South Korea dispute.

[1] “China Condemns British Lawmakers’ Taiwan Visit”, BBC, www.

bbc.com/news/world-asia-63826052, (Date of Accession: 1.12.2022).

[2] “Government and Opposition MPs to Visit Taiwan as Part of 

Australian Parliamentary Delegation”, ABC News, www.abc.net.au/

news/2022-12-03/australian-mps-to-visit-taiwan-parliamenta-

ry-delegation/101730950, (Date of Accession: 03.12.2022).

[3] “Japan MP in Taiwan Says ‘China Threat’ Needs More Military 

Spending”, Pars Today, parstoday.com/en/news/world-i190678-

japan_mp_in_taiwan_says_china_threat’_needs_more_military_

spending, (Date of Accession:11.12.2022).

[4] “Joint Statement on Australia-U.S. Ministerial Consultations (AUS-

MIN) 2022”, U.S. Department of State, www.state.gov/joint-state-

ment-on-australia-u-s-ministerial-consultations-ausmin-2022/, 

(Date of Accession: 06.12.2022).

[5] Mirna Galic, “What You Need to Know About Japan’s New Nation-

al Security Strategy”, United States Institute of Peace, www.usip.org/

publications/2022/12/what-you-need-know-about-japans-new-

national-security-strategy, (Date of Accession: 19.12.2022).
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Japan-South Korea Conflict and the Fu-
ture of the Western Alliance in the Pacific
In 1991, with the collapse of the Union of Sovi-

et Socialist Republics (USSR), the Western Bloc 

defeated its greatest enemy. Many experts, 

such as Francis Fukuyama, author “The End of 

History and the Last Man”, have stated and ar-

gued that liberalism, and therefore the West, 

has completely prevailed. However, in the fol-

lowing period, the situation progressed in the 

opposite direction of what was expected.  First 

Russia and then China took their place in the 

international system as new powers and the 

West perceived these powers as threats.

Both the ongoing war between Ukraine and 

Russia and the political fault lines neighboring 

China have caused an increase in the tension 

between these states and the West. Although 

relations have shown signs of improvement 

from time to time, such as at the G20 Leaders’ 

Summit in November 2022, they have remained 

negative due to the visits of officials from the 

United Kingdom,[1] Australia[2] and Japan[3] to 

the island of Taiwan.

Within this process, the Australia-United States 

of America (USA) Ministerial Consultation (AUS-

MIN) talks were held on December 6, 2022 in 

Washington, the capital of the USA,[4] and it 

was agreed that the USA-Japan-Australia tri-

lateral military presence in the region should 

be increased. Japan then announced that it 

would increase its defense budget. Thus, Japan 

continued to take steps in line with the deci-

sions taken at the AUSMIN talks.

The sovereignty dispute over the two islands, 

Dokdo and Takeshima, which emerged follow-

ing Japan’s occupation of the Korean peninsu-
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Jinping’s Possible Visit to
Moscow and Russia-China Relations
On December 30, 2022, a meeting was held 

between Chinese President Xi Jinping and Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin via video confer-

ence. Inviting Jinping to Moscow in the spring 

of 2023, the Russian leader said he would “show 

the world how close (strong) Russia-China re-

lations are”.[1] Reminding that they have faced 

the pressures of the West together, Putin also 

stated that they aim to deepen military co-

operation with China. Jinping expressed his 

readiness to increase strategic cooperation 

with Russia in the face of difficulties. After this 

meeting, the United States of America (USA) 

declared that it was concerned about China 

acting in harmony with Russia.[2]
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From this point of view, it can be said that there will be important developments in China-Russia relations in the coming months. 

However, it is not known what stance Jinping will take against Putin. In the said meeting, Putin spoke most of the time and  Jinping 

gave short answers. For this reason, Putin may not receive the warm support he expects from Jinping, whom he will host in Moscow in 

the spring. Cinping may still have in mind ending the war in Ukraine and may consider putting pressure on Putin to do so. The Chinese 

leader may go to Moscow in the coming months in line with this goal.

Since it was not possible to learn the real thoughts of China regarding Russia, the USA evaluated this meeting between Jinping and 

Putin negatively for itself.  The US State Department made the following statement on the issue:[3]

“We are closely monitoring Beijing’s activities.  Beijing claims to be neutral. But its behavior makes it clear that it maintains close rela-

tions with Russia.”

In other words, Washington states that Beijing is seeking rapport with Moscow again and is concerned about it. Indeed, since the 

beginning of the war in Ukraine, the USA has been monitoring whether China is providing financial support to Russia in this war. It has 

indicated that it may impose economic sanctions against China if it finds concrete evidence. Beijing, on the other hand, refrained 

from giving open support to Moscow in order not to spoil its economic relations with Washington.

As it will be remembered, it has been claimed that after the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Summit held in Samarkand in 

September 2022, there was a conflict between Putin and Jinping. In order to take advantage of this situation, Western powers pushed 

Beijing and tried to deepen the differences between the parties. Certainly, in the midst of such a perception, the Western world was 

disappointed when the leaders of Russia and China met via video conference. Until recently, the leaders of the USA, Germany and 

France met with Jinping and asked its to use its influence over Putin. Perhaps this situation has not changed. Perhaps Jinping made 

this video conference call to use its influence over Putin and will travel to Moscow in the coming months with this aim in mind. How-

ever, it is too early to guess for what purpose Jinping started this dialogue.

Putin, on the other hand, aims to show power against the West by showing up with Jinping and to give the message “I am not alone”. 

However, Jinping’s messages in Moscow are important. The Chinese leader, who is expected to meet with Putin, may make statements 

to the world that Putin does not want to hear. Russia, on the other hand, does not want to lose China, the actor it can trust the most.

Beijing reiterates that they have not changed their stance on Ukraine from the very beginning, remaining neutral and not inciting war. 

According to the general perception in the West, China signals that it will deepen its ties with Russia in 2023.[4] Accordingly, maintain-

ing neutrality in the Ukrainian war is tantamount to Beijing deepening its ties with Moscow. Because the basic structure of bilateral 

relations has not unimpaired. These relations will continue to develop further every day Beijing refuses to take a stand against Moscow 

because of this war. In fact, after the SCO summit, it was claimed that Jinping was angry with Russia over the prolongation of the war 

in Ukraine and its nuclear threats. However, high-level talks between Russia and China continued in this process.

In November 2022, during the G20 Summit in Indonesia, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov held very few bilateral meetings, in-

cluding one with his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi.[5] In other words, in an environment where Moscow is isolated, it is Beijing that gives 

it the biggest support.

In this process, military cooperation continued.  For example, on November 30, 2022, the Chinese and Russian air forces carried out 

joint patrol flights in the Western Pacific. China’s Ministry of Defense has announced that these are annual routine air exercises. In De-

cember of the same year, shortly after the Tokyo administration published Japan’s National Security Strategy Paper, China conducted 

naval exercises in the Sea of Japan, while Russia began air exercises.Dr. Cenk TAMER
ANKASAM
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The Growing Role of the
United States in Pakistan’s 
Security Policy
Following the withdrawal of the United States of 

America (USA) from Afghanistan, various terror-

ist organizations are known to have exploited 

the power vacuum in the country. These or-

ganizations include the terrorist organization 

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and separatist 

Baloch groups. Consequently, this situation has 

led to an increase in Pakistan’s security-based 

concerns. In particular, the withdrawal of the 

terrorist organization TTP from the ceasefire 

agreement it had signed with the Islamabad 

administration in November 2022 and its at-

tacks have deepened Pakistan’s security con-

cerns. In this environment, the United States 

stands out as a prominent partner in Pakistan’s 

security policies.

In fact, Washington’s positioning reveals that 

the US welcomed the multi-faceted and mul-

ti-dimensional foreign policy approach of the 

Islamabad administration led by Shahbaz Sha-

rif after the ouster of former Pakistani Prime 

Minister Imran Khan, which balances the power 

centers..

At this point, it should be emphasized that Pa-

kistan avoids relations that would create uni-

lateral dependence in order to overcome 

economic problems and ensure its national 

security in a geography characterized by in-

stability. Therefore, Islamabad, on the one hand, 

wants to maintain its relations with Beijing and 
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The steps in question are examples that show that China and Russia are still acting together. In short, the nature of strategic relations 

between Russia and China has not been radically deteriorated. Jinping still holds his ties with Moscow as a trump card against the West. 

Although Moscow has been feeling lonely in the international arena lately, it continues to rely upon Beijing.

In conclusion, , Putin, who expected to receive open support from China when he launched a war against Ukraine in February 2022, 

was wrong in this plan. In the following months, it became clear from Jinping’s messages that something was not right in Russia-China 

relations. Moreover, Putin has not been able to crown the war in Ukraine with a diplomatic victory. With the pressure created by this, it 

started to withdraw in the field and turned to seek diplomatic support again. Therefore, any progress in China-Russia relations in 2023 

could also determine the future of the war in Ukraine. Because China wants the war in Ukraine to end. Jinping has yet to explain exactly 

what he wants from Putin. If Beijing conveys to the other side its clear intentions to end the war, Moscow may think that this decision was 

taken under pressure from the West. In other words, Putin may think that Jinping has come to him as an “envoy of the West”. Fear that 

China will change sides may persuade Putin to peace.

[1] “Rusya ve Çin Liderleri Video Konferans Yoluyla Görüştü, Putin, Şi’yi Moskova’ya Davet Etti”, Euronews, https://tr.euronews.com/2022/12/30/

rusya-ve-cin-liderleri-videokonferans-yoluyla-gorustu-putin-siyi-moskovaya-davet-etti, (Date of Accession: 01.01.2023).

[2] “U.S. Concerned by China’s Ties with Russia, State Department Says After Putin-Xi Call”, RFERL, https://www.rferl.org/a/putin-xi-china-

russia-ukraine-war-visit/32200326.html, (Date of Accession: 01.01.2023).

[3] Ibid.

[4] “China’s Foreign Minister Signals Deeper Ties With Russia”, VOA News, https://www.voanews.com/a/china-s-foreign-minister-signals-

deeper-ties-with-russia-/6890739.html, (Date of Accession: 01.01.2023).

[5] “Lavrov Ends His Program at G20 Summit in Bali, Flies Back to Russia”, TASS, https://tass.com/politics/1537001, (Date of Accession: 

01.01.2023).
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S-300 Issue Between
Athens-Moscow
Over the last year, Greece has engaged in 

close defence cooperation with Western and 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

member states such as the United States (US), 

France and Germany. With the outbreak of the 

Russian-Ukrainian War, Greece’s political and 

geographical position led Athens to indirectly 

provide assistance to Ukraine in this war.

As it is known, many NATO countries provided 

arms and military equipment to the Kyiv ad-

ministration during the Russian-Ukrainian War. 

Greece has also been among the prominent 

countries with its aid during the 11-month pe-

riod. Immediately after the start of the war, 

on February 27, 2022, Athens provided military 

support to Ukraine with 20,000 Kalashnikov rifles, 

815 RPG-18 disposable rocket launchers and an 

undisclosed number of 122 mm unguided rock-

ets.[1] Following this support, the Greek Ministry 

of Defense stated that no further military aid 

would be sent to Ukraine due to the country’s 

own defence requirements.[2]

Moreover, the statement was not limited to this. 

In September 2022, Greece, which allocates a 

large share to military expenditures, signed a 

defence agreement with Germany, and in this 

context, Athens delivered 40 old Soviet-made 

BMP-1 IFV tanks to Ukraine in October of the 

same year in exchange for Marder 1A3 tanks 

from Germany.[3]

Later, there were reports in the Greek media 

suggesting that the Athens administration 

would give Ukraine the Russian-made S-300 

air defence system in exchange for the Patri-

ot air defence systems it will receive from the 

US in December 2022.[4] On December 16, 2022, 

Greek Defense Minister Nikos Panagiotopoulos 
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strives for the realization of the China-Pakistan Economic Cor-

ridor (CPEC); on the other hand, it is taking steps to restore its 

relations with the West.

The US is trying to improve its relations with Pakistan for three 

reasons. The first is to distance Pakistan from China to some ex-

tent and thereby expand its containment strategy against Bei-

jing. However, it is believed that Islamabad will not accept to be 

part of the anti-China strategy and will not act according to the 

directions of the White House.

Secondly, Washington is uncomfortable with India’s relations with 

Russia, to which it attributes a critical role in its “Free and Open 

Indo-Pacific Strategy”. In this sense, the White House is trying to 

use the improvement of relations with Pakistan as a message 

to India, saying “You are not my only partner in South Asia”. Thus, 

it seeks to transform New Delhi’s foreign policy orientations to 

internalize a US-oriented politics. However, given the tradition of 

“non-alignment” in India’s foreign policy and its vision of global 

power, it is not possible to say that the US will get exactly what it 

wants from India..

In other words, both Pakistan and India do not want to be domi-

nated by a global power; on the contrary, they see their relations 

with the US as part of their multilateral and multidimensional 

policies based on balance. In other words, the priority for both 

actors is their own national interests.

The third is the US effort to maintain its influence in Afghanistan, 

from where it withdrew on August 31, 2021, on the occasion of 

relations with Pakistan. Despite having withdrawn from the coun-

try, the US both cares about preventing its rivals from increasing 

their influence in Afghanistan due to its location in the heartland 

of the world and believes that it is necessary to maintain its in-

fluence in Afghanistan in the context of the fight against terror-

ism. Therefore, for Washington, surveillance and reconnaissance 

flights through the use of Pakistani airspace are of utmost impor-

tance. At the same time, through the use of Pakistani airspace, 

the US also conducts counter-terrorism operations through un-

manned aerial vehicles (UAVs). The most concrete example of 

this is the neutralization of Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of the 

terrorist organization al-Qaeda.

As it can be understood, Pakistan wants to improve its relations 

with the US as part of its multilateral foreign policy to strengthen 

its national sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence, 

while Washington attaches importance to its relations with Is-

lamabad in order to contain China, send messages to India and 

maintain its intelligence and operational influence in Afghani-

stan.This opens the door to the formation of a mutually win-win 

relationship between the parties. It is possible to state that secu-

rity policies are also included in these relations.

As mentioned, while the US is conducting its counterterrorism 

strategy by using Pakistani airspace, it is also targeting the TTP 

terrorist organization during these operations. As a matter of fact, 

many leaders of the organization have been killed by US drone 

strikes. It is known that after Zawahiri’s killing, TTP terrorists were 

neutralized in US drone strikes. It would not be wrong to interpret 

this as a reflection of the US gratitude for allowing Pakistan to 

use its airspace. Therefore, it is a mutually beneficial relationship.

The recent messages from Washington are of great importance 

as they indicate that the security-based cooperation between 

the two sides will move to a higher level. This is because the 

Washington administration has announced that the US seeks 

a strong partnership with Pakistan in the fight against terrorism 

and expects sustained action against all terrorist groups without 

discrimination. The US justified this expectation with the increase 

in attacks by the terrorist organization TTP.[1]

Shortly after the aforementioned statement, a much more con-

crete and clear statement came from Washington. Speaking on 

January 3, 2022, US State Department Spokesperson Ned Price 

stated that Pakistan has the right to defend itself against terror-

ism and that the people of Pakistan have suffered from terrorist 

attacks.[2]  In this context, the US has also pledged to increase 

security measures on the border with Pakistan.[3] Undoubtedly, 

this means that the US will continue to use Pakistani airspace 

and increase drone strikes against the TTP terrorist organization 

in response.

As a result, while Pakistan is developing its relations with the 

United States as part of its balanced and multidimensional for-

eign policy approach, the Washington administration attaches 

importance to its relations with Islamabad in order to contain 

China, send some messages to India and maintain its influence 

in Afghanistan. This opens the door for the development of rela-

tions between the parties in the security dimension. At the same 

time, the US statements drawing attention to Pakistan’s nation-

al security are noteworthy in that they reveal that Islamabad’s 

Western orientation is welcomed by Washington.

[1] “US Pledges to Improve Security across the Pakistan-Af-

ghanistan border”, Khaama Press, https://www.khaama.com/

the-usa-pledges-to-improve-security-across-the-pakistan-af-

ghanistan-border/, (Date of Accession: 05.01.2023).

[2] “Pakistan Has Right to Defend Itself from Terrorism”, Ary News, 

https://arynews.tv/pakistan-has-right-to-defend-itself-from-ter-

rorism/, (Date of Accession: 04.01.2023).

[3] Ibid.48
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expressed this proposal with the following words:[5] “If the US in-

stalls a Patriot system on the island of Crete and integrates it with 

the national air defence system, the S-300s could be removed. 

The same process applies to other Russian air defence systems 

they might want to send to Ukraine.”

This statement caused the Athens administration to be in a 

dilemma between the US and Russia. Because Russia was dis-

turbed by these statements. The US, on the other hand, put pres-

sure on Athens and stated that it was important for Greece to 

give the S-300s to Ukraine even if the Patriots were not delivered 

to Greece.

The first reaction from Moscow to Greece was given by Russian 

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Maria Zaharova. In the statement, 

Zaharova said:[6]

“We consider the provocative plans to deliver the S-300s and 

other air defence systems made in Russia/the Soviet Union to the 

Kyiv administration to be a blatantly aggressive move against 

Russia.”

As it can be understood, Zaharova warned Greece to abandon 

the decision. Therefore, the Russian Foreign Ministry spokesper-

son made the following statement:[7]

“Violation of contractual obligations will inevitably lead to a sig-

nificant weakening of Greece’s air defence capabilities, with ad-

ditional consequences.”

With the above-mentioned words, Zakharova is referring to the 

contract between Russia and Greece for the transfer of S-300s, 

which was later mentioned by Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 

Lavrov. According to the contract, Greece cannot transfer the 

S-300s to a third party without Russia’s consent. Moreover, it can 

be argued that Moscow is threatening Athens, although what is 

meant by the phrase “additional consequences” is not explained 

in detail.

On December 19, 2022, following Zakharova’s statement, Lavrov 

made a statement following the news in the media that Greece 

had transferred the S-300s to Ukraine. On January 28, 2022, Lav-

rov reiterated that Greece has no right to transfer these systems 

to anyone without Russia’s consent and stated that the Greeks 

had given them a commitment in this regard.[8]

Following warnings from the Min,stry of Foreign Affairs of Russia, 

the Athens administration was forced to back down. Panagiot-

opoulos denied the allegations in the media and emphasized 

that Greece had not received any official proposal from the 

US.[9] Undoubtedly, Athens’ assertive moves and outbursts re-

garding the Russia-Ukraine War are based on the support of the 

US. In recent years, the US has provided Greece with significant 

military assistance, arming the Alexandroupoli base and con-

ducting numerous military exercises in the Aegean and Medi-

terranean with other allies. Based on this military cooperation, 

Greece, which aims both to modernize its own army and to con-

tribute to Ukraine in the Russian-Ukrainian War, is actually trying 

to strengthen its position within NATO.

Although Russia kept silent about Greece’s moves until a certain 

stage, it did not ignore the S-300 issue. The main reason for this 

is the possibility that other countries to which Russia sells S-300s 

might take similar steps in support of Ukraine if Russia remains 

silent on this move by Greece.

In addition, Greece’s backtracking should also be interpreted. 

First of all, it should be noted that there is no guarantee of full 

support from the US to Greece on this issue. In fact, when asked 

about the issue, US State Department Spokesperson Ned Price 

made the following statement:[10]

“We value and always respect the countries involved for any 

contribution they make or can make to Ukraine’s self-defense. 

We are acutely aware of the deep threat Ukraine faces from the 

air and this is known to our NATO allies, including Greece.”

Secondly, the energy factor can be mentioned. Because 

Greece’s energy exchange with Russia has not yet ended. There-

fore, Moscow could have responded to Athens by cutting its en-

ergy lines. Although Athens tried to find alternative suppliers, such 

a development could have posed a threat to Greece’s economy 

and energy security. It can be stated that Athens did not want to 

take this risk.

Moreover, if Greece transfers S-300 air defence systems to 

Ukraine, Russia could make a move against Greece’s closest ally, 

the Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus (GCASC). As 

it is known, before the Russia-Ukraine War, there was military, po-

litical and economic relations between Russia and the GCASC 

and thus Russia had some influence over the GCASC. This is also 

the reason why the GCASC did not actively provide assistance 

to Ukraine like its ally Greece in the Ukraine War and did not par-

ticipate in all the sanctions imposed by the EU. Therefore, in this 

scenario, it could have been foreseen that Russia would use its 

influence in the GCASC to launch an economic offensive, to put 

it mildly.
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Ukraine’s Crypto Asset Adoption
In Eastern Europe, one of the world’s largest 

cryptoasset markets, the Russian-Ukrainian War 

has further increased cryptoasset adoption. 

Between July 2021 and June 2022, Eastern Eu-

rope is the fifth largest region in the cryptoasset 

industry, representing 10% of cryptoasset trans-

actions globally.[1] With the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine, donations were made to many or-

ganizations in that country through distributed 

data retention networks. The presence of cryp-

to asset exchanges based in Russia and oper-

ating in other Eastern European countries was 

almost completely restricted during the war. 

Again, during the war period, there was a sig-

nificant increase in crypto asset transactions 

subject to illegal activities in Eastern Europe.[2]

Cryptoasset activity in Russia has remained 

stable as many global cryptoasset service 

providers have banned many activities with 

Russia to avoid being subject to sanctions, 

and many distributed data retention transac-

tion validators and network miners have not 

validated transactions that require interaction 

with Moscow-linked cryptoasset digital wallets 

to avoid falling under money laundering bans. 

In Ukraine, there has been a steady increase in 

cryptoasset transactions since the beginning 

of the war. In March 2022, the trading volume 

of crypto assets in Ukrainian hryvnia pairs in-

creased by 121% compared to the average for 

2021.

It is estimated that around 15% of Ukrainian cit-

izens have used a distributed data retention 

network or own crypto assets at least once.[3] 

The Kiev government launched the first “NFT” 

based “war bond” by creating and selling 54 
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aging the security of “decentralized” and distributed data re-

tention networks. As Ukraine is under cyber threat from Russia 

and the cyber war intensifies in 2022, it has taken initiatives re-

lated to crypto-assets and distributed data holding technolo-

gies. Ukraine has become one of the fastest adopters of “web 

3.0” protocols and technologies, both as an alternative for the 

country’s technological infrastructure, as a convenient store of 

value for citizens, and to facilitate access to international aid. 

Beyond distributed data retention technologies, Ukraine has 

become a leading state among the world countries in teach-

ing digital technologies and translating digital adaptation into 

public policy. In terms of 2022’s development of distributed 

data retention technologies, Ukraine’s activities with distributed 

data retention networks during the hot war are of great impor-

tance in terms of proving the relevant technologies.

[1] “Eastern Europe’s Crypto Market Active, with Spikes in Last 

Year Driven by Russia-Ukraine War”, Chainalysis, https://blog.

chainalysis.com/reports/eastern-europe-cryptocurrency-ge-

ography-report-2022-preview/, (Date of Accession: 01.01.2023).

[2] Ibid.

[3] “Global Crypto Adoption”, Triple A, https://triple-a.io/cryp-

to-ownership-data/, (Date of Accession: 01.01.2023).

[4] “Ukraine Launches an NFT ‘Museum of War’ to Help Fund the 

Fight Against Russia”, Fortune, https://fortune.com/2022/03/29/

ukraine-selling-nfts-war-bonds-meta-history-museum/, (Date 

of Accession: 01.01.2023).

[5] Helen Partz, “Ukrainian pharmacies enable crypto payments 

via Binance Pay”, CoinTelegraph, https://cointelegraph.com/

news/ukrainian-pharmacies-enable-crypto-payments-via-bi-

nance-pay, (Date of Accession: 04.01.2023).

[6] “How to Stop Global Cybersecurity Threats Emerg-

ing From the Ukraine-Russia Conflict”, DLT, https://www.

dlt.com/blog/2022/04/22/how-stop-global-cybersecuri-

ty-threats-emerging-ukraine-russia-conflict, (Date of Acces-

sion: 01.01.2023).

[7] “How Ukraine Embraced Cryptocurrencies in Response to 

War”, Financial Times, https://www.ft.com/content/f3778d00-

4c9b-40bb-b91c-84b60dd09698, (Date of Accession: 01.01.2023).

[8] Andrew Asmakov, “UN Taps Stellar Blockchain to Send 

War-Impacted Ukrainians USDC Stablecoins”, Decrypt, https://

decrypt.co/117312/un-taps-stellar-blockchain-send-war-im-

pacted-ukrainians-usdc-stablecoins, (Date of Accession: 

01.01.2023).

“digital collectible” (non-fungible token) crypto assets.[4] An-

other indication of cryptoasset adoption in Ukraine is that many 

pharmacies in the country have agreed to accept payments 

in cryptoassets.[5]

Ukraine is regularly subjected to large-scale cyber-attacks 

originating from Russia. Therefore, cyber security and cyber 

warfare are a fact of existence for Ukraine. Especially since the 

Russian invasion of Ukraine, the country has been subjected to 

serious cyber-attacks in almost every field, from banking in-

frastructure to energy facilities. At this point, it is important for 

Ukraine to use and create databases that are close to impos-

sible to manipulate with the current technology, cannot be re-

trieved, cannot be deleted, and can remain online continuously 

with a “trustless” communication method.[6] Distributed data 

retention technologies are important for Ukraine because they 

have these characteristics.

Throughout the Russian-Ukrainian War, Ukraine was funded 

through cryptoassets and distributed data retention networks. 

In March 2022, after government organizations raised approx-

imately $55 million through cryptoassets, Ukraine’s Minister of 

Digital Transformation Mykhailo Fedorov and Alex Bornyakov, 

Deputy Head of the IT Development Department of the Ministry 

of Digital Transformation, announced that Ukraine will have a 

full legal framework for cryptoassets.[7] As a matter of fact, as of 

August 2022, the amount of donations made to Ukraine through 

cryptoassets exceeded $100 million. Binance, the world’s largest 

cryptoasset service provider, created the “Ukraine Emergency 

Relief Fund” and directly provided $10 million to the Kiev gov-

ernment.

In April 2021, projects were carried out on whether the idle en-

ergy left over from nuclear power plants in Ukraine could be 

used to mine cryptoassets. Ukraine’s land registry and cadas-

tral transactions are also recorded on blockchain ledgers. On 

March 15, 2022, the Law on Digital Assets entered into force with 

the signature of President of Ukraine Vladimir Zelensky, and the 

use and activities of cryptoassets became fully legal in Ukraine. 

Since 2021, the National Bank of Ukraine has been using Stellar, 

a distributed data storage network and its own crypto asset, 

for the use of the digital hryvnia. In fact, this network was used 

to transfer humanitarian funds to Ukraine in December 2022 

on the initiative of the United Nations.[8] In addition, in order to 

take advantage of decentralized and distributed data storage 

technologies, the Government of Ukraine has announced a 

training plan on “web 3.0” technologies.

As a result, Ukraine has taken steps towards decentralized data 

retention technologies and the cryptoasset industry by lever-
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