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ANKASAM ANALYSIS

The SearchforalastingPeaceon
the Baku-ErivanlLineandtheEU’s

Mediation

Following the November 10, 2020 Moscow Dec-
laration, Azerbaijon and Armenia have been
and are currently engaged in various negoti-
ations on the signing of a permanent peace
agreement. Since Russia was the main actor
that played a decisive role in the signing of the

ceasefire agreement, it was seen that Moscow

came to the forefront in the mediation diplo-
macy regarding the peace agreement. How-
ever, in the course of time, meetings were also
held in which the United States (US) Secretary
of State Antony Blinken brought together Azer-
baijani Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayramov and

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan. As d
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matter of fact, both Washington and Moscow are continuing the process for the resolution of the Karabakh conflict. However, it can be

seen that the European Union (EU) has become the dominant actor in mediation.

Essentially, this is due to the EU's genuine interest in the stability of the South Caucasus. This is because the Union is facing serious
problems due to the energy crisis, especially in the aftermath of the Russia-Ukraine War, and logistical problems in its supply chains
due to the blockage of the Northern Corridor. In such an environment, the importance of the Central Corridor has increased for the EU.

Therefore, the stability of the South Caucasus, both in logistical and energy terms, has become more important than ever.

Moreover, both Azerbaijan and Armenia have a positive attitude towards the EU's mediation and perceive it as a reliable mediator. This

is due to the importance both actors attach to relations with the EU.

First of all, to mention Azerbaijan, the Baku administration both wants to export its own energy resources to Europe and tries to act as
a bridge for the transportation of the resources of the Caspian littoral states to Europe. This is confirmed by the energy agreement

Azerbaijan signed with the EU in July 2022 [1] and the rapprochement in its relations with Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.[2]

Armenio, on the other hand, has been isolated from the world for 30 years due to the occupation of Karabakh and has become de-
pendent on Russia and Iran. Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan believes that this isolation has impoverished the Armenian peo-
ple. Therefore, he wants to reach out to the West. Healthy relations with the West require normalization with Azerbaijan. In this process,

Yerevan sees the EU as an ideal mediator.

Due to all these reasons, Azerbaijan-Armenia negotiations mediated by the EU gained momentum in June 2023. In this context, a
meeting was held on June 1, 2023 in Moldova at the European Political Community Summit with the participation of President of Azer-
baijan llham Aliyev, Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, French President Emmanuel Macron and
President of the European Council Charles Michel. During the meeting, issues such as the demarcation of the borders between the two

countries, mutual recognition of each other's territorial integrity and the situation of Karabakh Armenians were discussed.[3]

Michel also stated that a summit will be held in Brussels on July 21,2023 with the participation of the same leaders and that the meeting
in Moldova is a preliminary preparation for the meeting to be held on July 21, 2023.[4] On June 6, 2023, the EU Special Representative for
the South Caucasus and the Georgian crisis Toivo Klaar visited Baku.[5] This means that the EU continues the process of normalization
in the South Caucasus through shuttle diplomacy. Probably, Klaar is trying to find a middle ground between Baku and Yerevan and in

this context to clarify the issues to be discussed on July 21, 2023.
It should be emphasized that this effort is also crucial. Because, although Azerbaijan and Armenia seem to be close to an agreement

on many issues, there are serious differences between the approaches of the parties on two issues. The first of these is the Zangezur

Corridor. While Baku is waiting for the corridor to be opened, Yerevan seems to be slowing down this process.
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The second is the situation of Karabakh Armenians. Although Armenia has some demands on this issue, Azerbaijan states that this issue

is its internal matter and refuses to make any concessions. It seems that the EU is trying to find a middle ground in these differences.

In conclusion, the EU cares about the stability of the South Caucasus due to the energy and logistical problems in the aftermath of the
Russian-Ukrainian War and wants an agreement to be signed between Azerbaijan and Armenia that will ensure lasting peace. In return,
both states involved in the conflict perceive the EU as a reliable mediator. This makes Brussels the center of the negotiation process.

Although it is not possible to resolve the conflicts between the parties in the short term, there is a strong will for peace.

[1] “EU Agrees Deal with Azerbaijan to Double Gas Exports by 2027", Euronews, https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2022/07/18/von-

der-leyen-heads-to-azerbaijon-to-secure-new-gas-import-deal, (Date of Accession: 07.06.2022).

[2] Dogacan Bagaran, “Azerbaycan-Ozbekistan Yakinlasmasi ve Hozarda Isbirligi Arayislar’, ANKASAM, https://www.ankasam.org/azer-

baycan-ozbekistan-yakinlasmasi-ve-hazarda-isbirligi-arayislari/, (Date of Accession: 07.06.2023).

[3] “EU-Mediated Armenia-Azerbaijan Summit Underway in Moldova’, Armenpress, https://www.armenpress.am/eng/news/2316/, (Date
of Accession: 07.06.2023).

[4] Ibid.

[5] “EU Special Rep for South Caucasus to Arrive in Baku’, Report.az,, (Date of Accession: 07.062023).
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Tensioned Relationsonthe
Beijing-WashingtonLline

The fact that China is located in the Asio-Pacific
Region brings this region to the fore in the in-
ternational public opinion. As a matter of fact,
when the general conjuncture of the region is
examined, it is determined that the global econ-
omy and security are basically read through this
geography. Indeed, China is the second largest
economy in the world after the United States of
America (USA)[l] Moreover, Japan, the world's
third largest economy, is also located in this re-
gion[2] On the other hand, North Korea, one of
the world's largest nuclear powers,[3] is also an

Asia-Pacific country.

In addition to all these, issues such as the South
China Seaq, the Taiwan Crisis, the AUKUS Pact, ANZUS
and the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD),
the Dokdo/Takeshima Islands Problem, the North
Koreo-based nuclear armament make the region
important both in terms of global security and with
the USA. It reinforces the interest of the North Atlan-

tic Treaty Organization (NATO) in the region.
The aforementioned situation also increases the

dose of competition between the USA and China.

As a matter of fact, the USA's desire to apply the
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containment policy against China, which it achieved success by
applying it against the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR),
both intensifies the struggle and gives this competition a regional

character.

In this context, the USA; it establishes defense-based allionce re-
lations with states such as Japan, South Korea, Australia, Vietnam,
Indonesia, Philippines and New Zealand, and as mentioned above,
itincreases its influence in the region through collaborations such

as AUKUS Pact, ANZUS and QUAD.

On the other hand, in the context of mediation diplomacy, China is
trying to gain influence and become a prominent actor in geog-
raphies outside Asia-Pacific, especially in the Middle East Region
and the Russio-Ukraine War. As a maitter of fact, it can be argued
that all these initiatives of Beijing are related to its goal of increas-

ing its global influence and power.

In this context, it can be said that a possible crisis, especially over
Taiwan, is worrisome in terms of both regional and global secu-
rity due to the possibility of causing a hot conflict on the Wash-
ington-Beijing line. Especially after China came to the fore with
its mediation diplomacy strategy and after the hot conflict con-
cerns increased, statements calling the two states for dialogue

increased in the global public opinion.

At this point, a request was made by the USA to China for a meet-
ing at the level of defense ministers at the annual security forum
to be held in Singapore. However, the Beijing administration re-
jected this request[4] It can be said that the situation in question
will cause a new tension on the Washington-Beijing line. Because
the statement made by the Pentagon included the following

statements:[5]

"China has declared that it has rejected the offer made by the
United States, which envisages a meeting between the US Secre-
tary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin Il and the Chinese Minister of Na-
tional Defense Li Shangfu in May. However, we will continue to be-
lieve in open communication so that competition does not turn

into conflict”

The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs made the following state-

ment on the subject][6]

"The US side should immediately correct its wrong practices, show
sincerity and create the necessary atmosphere and conditions

for dialogue and communication between the two armies.”

When the aforementioned statements are examined, it can be
said that bilateral relations are not pregnant with positive devel-
opments and the tension between the parties will continue to in-
crease. As a result, it can be deduced that the global system and
the international community will be busy with the tension in the
US-China line and the mutual moves of the parties for a long time.
For this reason, it can be predicted that the main equations of

international security will continue to be read through Asio-Pacific.

(1] “"China’'s Economy is Now the World's Second Largest’, British
Broadcasting Corporation, https,//wwwhbbc.com/news/av/busi-
ness-12445925, (Date of Accession: 30.05.2023).

[2] "How Japan Become the Third Largest Economy in the World’,
Data Drive Investor, https://medium.datadriveninvestor.com/how-
japan-become-the-third-largest-economy-in-the-world-ba-

28f6ea0dc?, (Date of Accession: 30.05.2023).

[3] “Is it tim to Accept North Korea is a Nuclear Power”, Cable
News Network, https://edition.cnncom/2022/10/28/asia/north-ko-
reo—nucleor—threot—solution—onolysis—intl—hnk/mdex.html/ (Date of
Accession: 30.05.2023).

[4] "China Declines U. S. Request for a Meeting Between De-
fense Chief’, Reuters, https//www.reuterscom/world/china/
china-rebuffs-us-request-meeting-between-defense-chiefs-

wsj-2023-05-29/, (Date of Accession: 30.05.2023).

[5] “China Rejects U. S. Request for Defense Chiefs to Meet”, Na-
tional Broadcasting Company News, https;//www.nbcnews.com/
news/vvorld/chmo—rejects—meeting—defense—chiefs—lloyd—austin—
li-shangfu-rcnag86732, (Date of Accession: 30.05.2023).

[6] “China Declines U. S. Request for a Meeting Between Defense
Chiefs’, Voice of America News, https://wwwyoanewscom/a/
china-declines-us-request-for-a-meeting-between-defense-

chiefs/714934.htm!, (Date of Accession: 30.05.2023).
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TheRole of Energyin
Kazakh-European Relations

The Russia-Ukraine War had a profound impact
on the energy balance and shaped the energy
policies of many countries. In particular, the role
of energy in European countries’ relations with
Russia has necessitated urgent and new poli-
cies. At this point, Western actors turned to the
energy-rich countries of Central Asia for new
alternatives. In the last year, both bilateral dia-
logues and relations within the European Union

(EU) have gained momentum.

Accordingly, European interest in Kazakhstan, one
of the most prominent countries in Central Asia
with its energy resources, has intensified. Recent-
ly, ties between Kazakhstan and the EU have been
deepening and strengthening. Areas of cooper-
ation are diversifying and increasing. Various de-
velopments are also taking place in the context of

energy relations.

On 24 May 2023, Kazakh oil pipeline operator KazTr-

ransOil announced that Kazakhstan plans to trans-
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port 100,000 tons of oil to Germany via Russia's Druzhba Pipeline. This transaction is part of a plan announced in early 2023 to deliver

300,000 tons of oil to Germany.[1] Therefore, it is seen that progress has been made gradually within the framework of the plan.

This is more than the 90,000 tons of Kazakh crude oil delivered to Germany via Druzhba in February-April 2023. In February 2023, KazTran-
sOil delivered 20,000 tons of crude oil to Germany via Druzhba. In April of the same year, it planned to deliver 100,000 tons of crude oill,

but delivered only 50,000 tons /2]

With the February 2023 procurement, the process of replacing Russian supplies for German refineries has begun. The Druzhba Line is
of critical importance in this sense. The EU imposes various sanctions against Russia. As of December 5, 2022, it has promised to stop

buying Russian oil by sea. However, the Druzhba Pipeline is exempt from sanctions 3]

Another factor that made this line important and strategic was the fact that Russia’s permission was required for the oil to go to Germa-
ny, which Moscow seems to have allowed. The Druzhba line, one of the largest crude oil pipeline networks in the world, aims to increase

and develop oil export agreements. At this point, Astana could make exports to the German market one of its main priorities.

Within the framework of the energy crisis that started due to the Russia-Ukraine War, Kazakhstan has gained an important opportunity
in the face of the EU, which is trying to find an alternative to Russian energy resources. In addition to its Westernization policy steps,
Astana is also increasing its weight in Europe through energy cooperation. This means that the establishment of new partnerships and

developments in the energy sector in particular will be the determining factor in bilateral relations in the future.

The increase in visits from EU countries to Kazakhstan and the new agreements and negotiations on energy cooperation have also
increased the importance of Astana in international politics. For example, the visit of German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock to
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan in October 2022 with a delegation of experts in the energy and infrastructure sectors can be interpreted as

a very important development in this regard [4]

On May 15, 2023, Kazakhstan's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Murat Nurtleu met with EU High Representative for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Joseph Borrell[5] They discussed steps to advance cooperation, particularly in the areas of energy,
transport and logistics, digitalization, civil aviation, mining and mineral exploitation. In 2022, EU investments in Kazakhstan increased by
23%, reaching 12,5 billion dollars[6]

However, it is seen that Kazakhstan will be a key actor for Europe not only in oil but also in green energy. Kazakhstan and the UK are work-
ing jointly on rare earth elements. There is also a project to establish an institute for energy innovation in Aimaty. As the world's largest
uranium producer, Kazakhstan is attractive in many ways. Europe, which is taking steps to diversify its rare earth chains, also tends to

develop ties with Kazakhstan.[7]

In November 2022, the EU and Kazakhstan signed a strategic partnership on green hydrogen and feedstocks. The agreement, which
aims to ensure the development of a secure and sustainable supply of raw and refined materials, was signed by European Commis-
sion President Ursula von der Leyen and Kazakh Prime Minister Aliknan Smailov.[8] The EU attaches great importance to its relations with
Kazakhstan in line with its plans for green and clean energy targets. Astana seems to be quite satisfied with the current situation and

is keen to develop partnerships.

Itis understood that energy relations will be a key factor in the relations between Kazakhstan and European countries. Oil supply agree-

ments with Germany are particularly important in this regard. There are also green energy-based cooperations with the UK. Institu-
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tionally, EU-Kazakhstan relations are on the rise. Increases in trade and investment are also noteworthy. Interest-based cooperation
between the parties is expected to develop further. As the UK's primary trading partner in the region, Kazakhstan is likely to deepen its

partnerships with Germany on oil, with France on investment and trade, and with the EU in multilateral cooperation.

In conclusion, Kazakhstan is consolidating its strategic position in the international arena with its domestic reforms and democratic
development process as well as its energy and investment-based cooperation in foreign policy. The oil exchange on the Berlin-Astana
line and the economic-centered dialogues with other European partners provide clues to future processes. In this sense, it can be
said that the Russian-Ukrainian War has provided Kazakhstan with prestige and the advantage of developing economic cooperation.
European countries have also welcomed Kazakhstan's initiatives to balance Russia’s dominance in the energy sector. Therefore, it can
be said that a relationship dynamic based on mutual interest and gain has emerged and cooperation opportunities will be diversified

to improve relations by maintaining this balance. It is also possible to state that Europe will support Astana’s initiatives in different fields.

[1] “Kazakhstan Sends First Batch of Oil to Germany via Druzhba Pipeline’, The Astana Times, https://astanatimes.com/2023/02/kazakh-

stan-sends-first-batch-of-oil-to-germany-via-druzhba-pipeline/, (Date of Accession: 25.05.2023).
[2] “Kazakhstan Plans to Send 100,000 Tonnes of Crude to Germany via Druzhba Pipeline in May 2023", Reuters, https://vvvvvvnosdoq
com/articles/kazakhstan-plans-to-send-100000-tonnes-of-crude-to-germany-via-druzhba-pipeline-in-may, (Date of Accession:

25.05.2023).

[3] “UPDATE 1-Kazakhstan to Send 100,000 T of Crude to Germany via Druzhba in May’, Reuters, https:/ /www.reuters.com/article/kazakh-
stan-oil-exports-idUSLIN37LIP2, (Date of Accession: 25.052023).

[4] "Kazakhstan's Druzhba Prospects: Central Asian Qil to Supply Europe?’, The Diplomat, https://thediplomat.com/2023/04/kazakn-

stans-druzhba-prospects-central-asian-oil-to-supply-europe/, (Date of Accession: 25.05.2023).

[5] “EU HR Borrell meets Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan’, Newsroom, https://nevvsroomconsiHum.europoeu/events/QOQSOS]Sf

eu-hr-borrell-meets-minister-of-foreign-affairs-of-kazakhstan, (Date of Accession: 25.05.2023).

[6] "Kazakhstan and EU Take Steps to Reinforce Partnership’, The Astana Times, https://astanatimes.com/2023/05/kazokhstan-and-eu-

take-steps-to-reinforce-partnership/, (Date of Accession: 25.05.2023).

[7] “Kazakhstan Could be Key to Europe’s Energy Transition’, Emerging Europe, https://emerging-europe.com/news/kazakh-

stan-could-be-key-to-europes-energy-transition/, (Date of Accession: 25.05.2023).

[8] "EU Signs ‘Strategic Partnership’ with Kazakhstan on Green Hydrogen, Raw Materials’, Euractiv, https://www.euractiv.com/section/en-

ergy/news/eu-signs-strategic-partnership-with-kazokhstan-on-green-hydrogen-raw-materials/, (Date of Accession: 25.05.2023).
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The Search for a Solution to the

Afghan Problem and the Role of Qatar

On May 31, 2023, international media report-
ed that on May 12, 2023, Qatari Prime Minister
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdurrahman Al Thani
held a secret meeting with Taliban leader Mul-
lah Heybetullah Akhundzadeh in Kandahar, Af-
ghanistan. According to reports on the meet-
ing, Al Sani and Akhundzadeh discussed ways
for Afghanistan to engage in dialogue with the
international community.[1] In other words, the
Taliban administration, which is isolated from
the world, wants to establish healthy relations
with various actors and in this context, Qatar's

mediation is important.

In fact, Doha's mediation diplomacy in the Af-
ghan conflict is not a new development. In
fact, the US negotiations with the Taliban under
former US President Donald Trump were also
mediated by Qatar and the Taliban opened
a political office in Doha. As a matter of fact,
the Doha Agreement of February 29, 2020, the
agreement on the Washington administration’s
withdrawal from Afghanistan, was signed there.
[2] Therefore, it is possible to state that Qatar
has assumed the role of a bridge in establish-

ing and maintaining contacts between the Tal-
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iban and the international community. The meeting between Al Sani and Akhundzadeh is also very important in terms of demonstrat-

ing that Doha continues this mission.

The question that arises at this point is whether Qatar's efforts are likely to yield results. There is a mismatch between the expectations
of the international community and Afghanistan’s prioritized needs. Moreover, the Taliban leadership is unwilling to fulfill the conditions

set by the international community for recognition.

As it is known, the international community expects the Taliban to fulfill its commitments in the Doha Agreement to recognize its legit-
imacy. In this context, it wants the Taliban to distance itself from terrorist organizations such as al-Qaeda and the Islamic State of Irag
and al-Sham (ISIS), to prevent Afghanistan from becoming a safe haven for these organizations, to prevent attacks against foreign
states using Afghan territory, to establish an inclusive government to which all identity groups in the country feel a sense of belonging,

and to establish an order that respects human rights, especially women's rights.

On the other hand, the Taliban states that it is already acting in accordance with the Doha Agreement. As a matter of fact, it is known
that the Taliban has carried out significant operations against the terrorist organization within the framework of the fight against
DAESH. However, the presence of the terrorist organization DAESH in the region through the so-called Khorasan Emirate (ISKP) continues.
Moreover, ISKP categorically targets the territory of foreign states by attacking foreign diplomatic missions in Afghanistan. In addition,

Islamabad claims that the terrorist organization Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) uses Afghan territory and carries out attacks in Pakistan.

The Taliban denies the existence of al-Qaeda terrorist organization in Afghanistan and states that it has no relations with this organizo-
tion. However, it is known that the Haggani Network, one of the power centers within the Taliban, has relations with the al-Qaeda terrorist
organization. In fact, the United States and some of its allies impose sanctions on senior Taliban officials, especially members of the
Haggani Network, on the grounds that they are affiliated with the al-Qaeda terrorist organization, even though the US and some of its
allies do not recognize the Taliban as a terrorist organization. Especially after the leader of the al-Qaeda terrorist organization, Ayman
al-Zawahiri, was neutralized in the Shir Pur area, known as the diplomatic district of Kabul, as a result of the US operation on August 1,

2022, the assumption that the Taliban maintained its ties with al-Qaeda began to be expressed much more strongly.[3]

On the other hand, when the US withdrew from Afghanistan under the Doha Agreement, it did not wait for the completion of inter-Af-
ghan negotiations. Therefore, the Talilban made rapid progress, seized Kabul and established its own administration. This led to some
criticism in the West regarding the sharing of power. Nevertheless, the Taliban argues that the government it has established is already
inclusive. But it is also clear that the Taliban rule reflects the Pashtun hegemony in the country. This is why the international community
wants a government in which all identity groups are represented. In fact, this is a very complicated issue. Indeed, examples of gov-
ernment formation based on ethno-sectarian factors have not been successful in either Lebanon or Irag. Moreover, such experiences

have demonstrated the escalation of ethnopolitical tensions and the risk of civil war in these countries.

On the other hand, the Taliban state that they cannot overcome the limitations of Islam in terms of human rights, especially women's
rights, but that women have every right, provided that it is in accordance with the religion. Although this has drawn the reaction of the
international community, given that the West has relations with many countries governed by Sharia law and similar practices, it can

be argued that the pressure on the Taliban on this issue also constitutes interference in Afghanistan's internal affairs.

As can be understood, there are serious differences between the expectations of the international community and the Taliban’s

approach. It is not possible to say that there is an effort to overcome these differences in the current conjuncture. Therefore, Qatar's
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mediation efforts are not expected to yield concrete results. However, it can be stated that the Doha administration wants to conduct a
people-centered diplomacy that focuses on Afghanistan's priorities. The reality of Afghanistan requires drawing attention to the reality

of the Afghan people rather than the expectations of the international community.

Currently, Afghanistan’s most serious problem is its economic problems. The economic trajectory indicates that a country whose na-
tional reserves have been confiscated, whose banking system has collapsed, and which cannot attract investment due to isolation
is heading for disaster. As a matter of fact, Afghanistan is experiencing employment problems, deepening poverty and causing a hu-
manitarian crisis. In fact, this is the main reason for the Afghanistan-based migration movement. Moreover, this humanitarian crisis has
an impact on the emergence of the security problem that destabilizes Afghanistan in particular and the Central Asia-South Asia line in
general, that is, Eurasian geopolitics. Because in an environment where there are people with employment problems, it becomes easier

for terrorist organizations to recruit personnel.

In short, if a step is to be taken to solve the Afghan Question, it will have to start with overcoming the humanitarian crisis. In this context,
it is necessary to end the isolation imposed on Afghanistan, to ensure the continuity of aid, to attract Afghanistan to the ground of
international cooperation through the realization of various projects and to transform it into a country that can receive foreign invest-
ment directly or indirectly. It seems that Al Sani's visit to Kandahar is a reflection of this effort. Because the news reflected in the press
reported that ways to end the isolation imposed on Afghanistan were sought. Therefore, it can be argued that Qatar wants to reinforce
its peacemaking role in the Afghan conflict through humanitarian diplomacy and aims to contribute to overcoming the humanitarian

crisis by setting priorities even if it cannot resolve the differences between the international community and the Taliban.

[l “Qatar Prime Minister, Taliban Chief Hold Secret Talks in Afghanistan: Source’, Al Arabiya, https://englishalarabiyanet/News/
gulf/2023/05/31/Qatar-prime-minister-Taliban-chief-hold-secret-talks-in- Afghanistan-Source, (Date of Accession: 01.06.2023).

[2] “Joint Declaration between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the United States of America for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan’,
State.gov, https://www.stategov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Agreement-For-Bringing-Peace-to-Afghanistan-02.29.20.pdf, (Date of
Accession: 01.06.2023)

[3] "Zawahri's Kabul Death Raises Questions About al Qaeda Presence in Afghanistan After US left it to the Talibban”, Fox News, httpsz//vvvvvv.

foxnews.com/politics/zawahiri-death-raises-questions-over-al-qaeda-operations-in-taliban-controlled-afghanistan, (Date of Acces-
sion: 01.06.2023).
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Germany's Strategic Attitude

in China Policy

While Western countries took a tough stance
against the Beijing administration due to Chi-
na's strengthening economy and increasing
influence; Germany has adopted a different
attitude from the European Union (EU) countries
and has avoided criticizing China. Successful
investments made by China in the technology
and infrastructure sectors, and the effective-
ness of these investment networks in Europe
and especially in Germany have begun to wor-
ry the EU countries, Australia, Canada and the
USA. Germany, one of the strongest economies
in Europe, acts strategically in its relations with

China and keeps its economy ahead of politics.

When the relations on the Berlin-Beijing line are

considered in the historical context, Germany,

14

which has a strong position among EU count-
ries both economically and politically, wanted
to benefit from China’s increasing power in the
international arena and to balance this power
on the other. In this context, the Berlin administ-
ration has adopted a foreign policy unders-
tanding that sees Beijing as both a competitor
and a partner. In other words, Germany keeps
the economy above politics in its relations with

China.

During the Angela Merkel administration, which
started in 2005 and continued uninterruptedly
for 16 years, the main priority was given to eco-
nomic cooperation, although criticisms about
China came to the fore from time to time. Es-

pecially the global economic crisis in 2008 and
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Merkel's emphasis on strengthening the economy in Germany-China relations in the ongoing process confirms thisThe relations with
China and the road map to be followed by the new government, which was formed by the coalition of the Social Democrats, Free De-
mocratic Party and the Green Party in 2021 after the Merkel period, have been a matter of curiosity. In fact, the Olaf Scholz administration

has adopted a harsher policy compared to the Merkel era.

Although the situation in question caused minor tensions, the new government did not ignore China’s power and adopted a pragma-
tic understanding in its foreign policy, as it puts national interests above all else.This has revealed that Germany wants to continue its

economic cooperation with China.

Despite this, the coalition partners’ different views on relations with China adversely affected the stable structure of relations between
the two countries Although the Social Democrats and the Free Democratic Party, which are the coalition partners in Chinese foreign
policy, care about economic relations, German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, a member of the Green Party, which is the smallest

partner of the coalition, sometimes criticizes China and It is seen that it casts a shadow on the positive mood in relations with China.

Even though German Foreign Minister Baerbock wanted to continue the harsh policy of the EU against China, Prime Minister Olaf Scholz
and his cabinet adopted an understanding that prioritizes the economy over politics, as in the Merkel period. In this sense, the Berlin

administration has frequently made statements reassuring stability in its meetings with Chinese President Xi Jinping.

The efforts of the USA, which is seen as an ally with Germany, to keep Berlin away from Beijing were not accepted in China-Germany
relations and became invalid. Berlin, which has the same political understanding and attitude towards China as the United States on

human rights, has avoided cooperating with Washington in its foreign policy when it comes to economic relations.

In recent years, economic activities have been decisive in China’s European policy, especially in its relations with Germany, and both

countries have adopted a pragmatic understanding in their foreign policies.

China, with which Germany has made the biggest commercial cooperation for the last six years, also affects Germany's relations with
EU member states.The abstention of Belin in the decisions taken by the EU countries regarding China and the fact that he adopts a
different strategy against China than the EU member states brings the EU countries and Germany into conflict. In the face of the situa-

tion in question, EU countries put pressure on Germany at every opportunity that they should carry out common policies against China.

Despite the pressures of the EU, Ching; continues its economically critical investments such as energy, telecommunication, infrastruc-
ture and electronics in Germany and increases its efficiency through purchasing. Chinese investments in Germany are perceived by
the EU Commission as a threat rather than a commercial partnership. Although China is Germany's largest trading partner, the trade

volume between the two countries has exceeded 246 billion dollars according to the data of 2021]1]
As a result, although Germany is a strong member of the EU, its relations with China are not as EU members; Focusing on its own fore-
ign policy, it conducts it steadily and adopts a different strategy from Western countries, always keeping its economic relations above

politics, despite the power rivalries, diplomatic tensions and disagreements among them.

[1]"Almanyaile Gin Arasindaki Ticaret Hacmi Gegen Yil 245 Milyar Euroyu Asti’, Euronews, https://treuronews.com/2022/11/04/cine-olan-e-

konomik-bagimlilik-almanlari-endiselendiriyor-analiz, (Date of Accession: 28.05.2023).
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Growing DynamisminKa-
zakhstan-Spain Relations

As a country active in trade and economic
cooperation, Kazakhstan has always devel-
oped constructive relations with other states.
In this context, Astana attaches importance
to regional and interregional connectivity and
actively participates in international platforms.
Thanks to this, Kazakhstan has achieved signifi-
cant success in its foreign policy. Madrid is one
of the capitals with which Astana pays atten-

tion to develop close relations.

Spain, one of the largest economies in Europe,
is an important partner for Kozakhstan. The
Spanish economy offers competitive products
and services to the world. In order to increase
its influence in international trade, Spain signs
free trade agreements with states and en-
gages in various investment initiatives through
delegation meetings. In this context, the two
countries are making efforts to improve their

trade relations. Therefore, the volume of trade
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between the two sides has been growing steadily. This is because
the parties desire to reach their potential in trade relations by uti-

lizing opportunities pragmatically.

In fact, the two countries met for the first time on the occasion of
a joint declaration signed in Moscow on February 11, 1992. In 1999,
the two sides opened their embassies. In addition, a Strategic
Partnership Agreement was signed in 2009.[1] Thus, diplomatic re-
lations were further strengthened. This had a positive impact on

economic and cultural relations.

Spain is one of the five largest trading partners of Kazakhstan
among the European Union (EU) members in terms of trade vol-
ume. In January-October 2022, the trade volume between the two
countries reached 2.2 billion dollars. In addition, in the period from
2005 to the second quarter of 2022, Kazakhstan attracted $287.6
million in foreign direct investment from Spain. As a maitter of fact,

67 companies with Spanish capital are operating in Kazakhstan.[2]

On May 30, 2023, Astana hosted the 10th meeting of the Ka-
zakh-Spanish Intergovernmental Joint Commission. The meeting
was attended by Kairat Torebayev, Deputy Minister of Trade and
Integration of Kazakhstan and Xiana Margarida Méndez Bértolo,
Minister of State for Trade of the Spanish Ministry. The meeting was
also attended by high-level representatives from both countries.
In this context, 150 companies from Kazakhstan and 35 compa-
nies from Spain took part in the negotiations[3] Thus, the parties
discussed opportunities for joint processes in different areas such
as cooperation, agriculture, renewable energy, education, infra-
structure, aviation, urban development and digitalization. In this
context, Torebayev stated that Kazakhstan is ready to develop its
foreign trade and aims to create conditions for direct commu-
nication between economic entities, more active participation in
joint investment projects and expanding the range of goods, not-
ing that Kazakhstan can supply more than 90 processed products
to the Spanish market[4] Bértolo pointed out that there are op-
portunities for cooperation in the development of public services

such as waste water management, traffic and eIectricity.[B]

Therefore, this meeting is an important platform for the develop-
ment of trade relations between the parties. In this framework, it
can be foreseen that cooperation will develop in different fields
in the future. Of course, commercial relations are also reflected
in political relations. After each meeting, it is witnessed that the

Kazakhstan-Spain strategic partnership is carried to a higher level.

As d result, Kazakhstan-Spain relations tend to expand and deep-
en. In this sense, there is a steady growth in trade relations. This
is reflected in political relations and dynamism is shifting to the

relations between the parties.

] "30 VYears of Bilateral Relations Spain-Kazakhstar,
The Diplomat in  Spain,  https//thediplomatinspaincom/
en/2022/04/30-years-of-bilateral-relations-spain-kazakhstan/,
(Date of Accession: 05.06.2023).

[2] “kazakhstan and Spain Aim to Deepen Strategic Partnership
Further’, DKN World News, https://dknewskz/en/articles-in-eng-
lish/266310-kazakhstan-and-spain-aim-to-deepen-strategic,
(Date of Accession: 05.06.2023)

[3] "Kazakhstan and Spain Forge Stronger Trade Ties, Opening
Door to New Opportunities’, The Astana Times, https://astan-
atimes.com/2023/06/kazakhstan-and-spain-forge-stronger-
trade-ties-opening-door-to-new-opportunities/, (Date of Acces-
sion: 05.06.2023)

[4] "Kazakhnstan and Spain Forge Stronger Trade Ties, Opening
Door to New Opportunities”, The Astana News, httpsz//ostonotimes
com/2023/06/kazakhstan-and-spain-forge-stronger-trade-
ties-opening-door-to-new-opportunities/, (Date of Accession:
05.06.2023)

[5] Ibid.
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The Results of the Central
Asia=-EU Summit

Dialogue between Central Asia and European Union
(EU) countries has increased in recent years. Since
the beginning of the Russia-Ukraine War, many ac-
tors have turned to new collaborations within the
framework of changing balances and foreign pol-
icy orientations. Central Asian countries have also
started to take their relations with Western states to
an advanced level in parallel with their democrati-

zation and partnership development steps.

The EU-Central Asia Summit held on -2 June 2023
is also very important in this regard. At the summit
hosted by Kyrgyzstan for the second time, the Pres-
ident of Kazakhstan, Mr. Kasim Cémert Tokayev, the
President of Kyrgyzstan, Mr. Sadir Japarov, the Pres-
ident of Tajikistan, Imamali Rahman, the President
of Uzbekistan, Mr. Sevket Mirziyoyev, the President of
Turkmenistan, Mr. Serdar Berdimuhamedov, and the

President of the European Council, Charles Michel,

attended a meeting at Colpan Ata has come to-
gether. As it will be remembered, the first meeting

of the summit was held in Kazakhstan in 2022.

The summit, in which EU-Central Asia relations are
discussed in the context of international develop-
ments, is important in terms of strengthening the
partnerships between the parties. At the same
time, the summit is also important in supporting
the reform efforts of the regional states in domes-

tic politics.

However, it is seen that strong steps have been
taken towards the institutionalization of relations.
EU-Central Asia Connection Conference and
EU-Central Asia Ministerial Meeting held in Samar-
kand on 18-19 November 2022, EU-Central Asia High
Level Conference on Environment and Water Re-

sources on 23-24 February 2023, Civil Society Forum

WWW.ANKASAM.ORG

SeymaKIZILAY

ANKARA CENTER FOR CRISIS AND POLICY STUDIES

on 10 March 2023 and The EU-Central Asia Economic Forum was
held on 18-19 May 2023][1] All these indicate that mutual coop-
eration will be developed and ties will be strengthened through

various platforms.

In addition to international meetings, bilateral meetings and vis-
its gained momentum. While existing partnerships are strength-
ened both in these meetings and in multilateral conferences
and meetings; Steps are also being taken for new collabora-
tions. At the second EU-Central Asia Summit held in Kyrgyzstan,
ties between EU countries and regional states were developed.
For example, Kazakhstan and the EU have agreed to strengthen
cooperation in critical raw materials. Marat Karabayev, Minister
of Industry and Infrastructure Development, and Maro$ Sefcovic,
Vice-President of the European Commission, also discussed pos-
sible EU financing instruments to support the implementation of
the first roadmap of the memorandum of understanding and
cooperation on critical raw materials. In addition, Karabayev
stated that one of the joint projects initiated by the EU is the in-
vestment of the German company HMS Bergbau AG for the de-

velopment of lithium deposits in Kazakhstan.[2]

On the other hand, Kyrgyzstan is trying to increase its partnership
with the EU in digitalization and satellite commmunication projects.
[3] In addition, the President of Kyrgyzstan, Mr. Caparov, stated
that Central Asia has the potential to become a transportation
and logistics center for goods between Asia and Europe. In this

context, Mr. Caparov said: [4]

"The development of transport, logistics and infrastructure pro-
jects can become a growth engine for Central Asian economies
and the region can become a hub between Europe and Asia

that will benefit all parties.”

Bishkek administration, which aims to make Kyrgyzstan a trans-
portation hub on the Central Asia-Europe line, is likely to direct
new cooperation projects to this transportation and connection
sector. Therefore, it can be foreseen that agreements regarding

this will come to the agenda.

Uzbekistan, on the other hand, is focused on initiatives within the
framework of digitalization. At the same time, critical develop-
ments can be foreseen in bilateral relations within the scope of
cooperation developed with Western partners and supporting
Mr. Mirziyoyev's reform efforts. As a matter of fact, Mr. Mirziyoyev
gave hints for the future with the following statement, which indi-

cates that the ties with the EU will be strengthened:[5]

"We held talks with the leaders of France, Germany, Hungary and
the Czech Republic. We opened embassies in Budopest and

Stockholm.. | am planning to visit Italy.”

Mr. Mirziyoyev also emphasized that Central Asia is a center of
attraction and an area of new economic opportunities for lead-
ing European companies and banks. In this context, the Uzbek
leader stated that there is a broad investment and technologi-
cal partnership aimed at “creating modern industrial capacities,
promoting “green” energy, developing “smart” agriculture and
establishing a comprehensive transportation and logistics infra-

structure[6]

In addition, Mr. Mirziyoyev also called for combining efforts to de-
velop transport and communication links between Central Asia
and Europe through the creation of the Trans-Caspian Internc-
tional Transport Route, also known as the Centrall Corridor[7] As it
is known, the Middle Corridor has increased the international po-
sition and value of the countries in the region. Joint efforts for the
development of the corridor will also positively affect the status

of the states of the region.

The Dushanbe administration, on the other hand, expressed its
desire for the EU to participate in the financing of the construc-
tion of the Rogun Hydroelectric Power Plant. President of Tajikistan
Imamali Rahman stated that it seems appropriate for European
countries to provide investment support to Tajikistan in the field
of hydroelectricity and expressed his hope that they will take part
in the financing of the modernization of existing hydroelectric
power plants as well as the completion of the Rogun Hydroelec-

tric Power Plant/[8]

At the regional level, it is known that negotiations are held to
create a common ‘geo-economic ared’ in Central Asia in order
to help the integration of Central Asia into the global economy.
[9] In addition, the EU is the largest donor in Central Asia, with
aid reaching $1.2 billion to the region between 2014 and 2020,[10]
showed that it will continue to develop economic partnerships.
Considering the C+Cb platform between China and Central Asig;
It can be argued that the EU will bring new initiatives to the agen-

da in its relations with Central Asia.

It can be said that there will be some developments within the
scope of trade, economy, development and cooperation pro-
grams between Turkmenistan and the EU. It is likely that the en-
ergy cooperation between the parties will be strengthened with
new steps after the summit. The EU focuses on bilateral cooper-

ation projects, economic reforms, education, good governance,
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rule of law and sustainable energy in its relations with Ashgabat. Within the scope of the summit, it can be said that a common will for

the development of existing ties has been revealed.

As aresult, it can be interpreted that Central Asia, which has become the focus of global attention, is the most profitable party in the ties
it establishes with both China and European partners. Relationships developed with EU countries to the countries of the region; support

in structural reform processes in domestic politics; In foreign policy, it is seen that it will return as cooperation.

[1] Joint Press Communiqué by Heads of State of Central Asia and the President of the European Council’, European Council, https://www.consilium.europa.eu/
en/press/press-releases/2023/06/02/press-communique-by-heads-of-state-of-central-asia-and-the-president-of-the-european-council/, (Date of Accession:
03.06.2023).

[2] "Kazakhstan to Strengthen Cooperation with EU in Critical Raw Materials”, The Astana Times, https://astanatimes.com/2023/06/kazakhstan-to-strength-

en-cooperation-with-eu-in-critical-raw-materials/, (Date of Accession: 03.06.2023).

[3] "Kyrgyzstan Hopes to Multiply Success Together with EU on Digitalization and Satellite Communication Projects-President Japarov’, AKI Press, https://
akipress.com/news:712572:Kyrgyzstan_hopes_to_multiply_success_together_with_EU_on_digitalization_and_satellite_communication_projects_-_President_Jap-

arov/, (Date of Accession: 03.06.2023).

[4] "Kyrgyzstan to Turn Central Asia into a Transport Hub to Europe”, Plenglish, https://www.plenglish.com/news/2023/06/03/kyrgyzstan-to-turn-central-asia-
into-a-transport-hub-to-europe/, (Date of Accession: 03.06.2023).
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[5] “Uzbekistan, President Mirziyoyev: “Central Asia is a Center of Gravity for European Companies”’, Agenzianova, https://www.agenzianova.com/en/news/

uzbekistan-il-presidente-mirziyoyev-lasia-centrale-e-un-centro-di-gravita-per-le-imprese-europee/, (Date of Accession: 03.06.2023).

[6] “President of Uzbekistan Put Forward Important Initiatives to Further Deepen Regional Cooperation Between Central Asia and the European Union”, Uz

Daily, https://www.uzdaily.uz/en/post/81308, (Date of Accession: 03.06.2023).

[7] "Central Asian Leaders Agree on Potential for Economic Cooperation with EU", AA, https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/central-asian-leaders-agree-on-poten-

tial-for-economic-cooperation-with-eu/2912889, (Date of Accession: 03.06.2023).

[8] "Smomann PaxmoH npeanoxun EC npoduHaHcmpoBaTh aocTpoiiky PoryHckoi 9C", Avesta, https://avesta.tj/2023/06/03/emomali-rahmon-pred-

lozhil-es-profinansirovat-dostrojku-rogunskoj-ges/, (Date of Accession: 03.06.2023).

[9] "Central Asian Leaders..”, op.cit.

[10] "EU Offers ‘Sincere Partnership’ to Central Asia in Summit’, TRT World, https://www.trtworld.com/asia/eu-offers-sincere-partnership-to-central-asia-in-

summit-13470779, (Date of Accession: 03.06.2023).
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The Future of West-China
Relations Afterthe G7Summit

The Hiroshima Summit of the Group of Seven
(G7), which accounts for 64% of the world's net
income, took place on May 19-21, 2023, amid
tensions and concerns over the Russia-Ukraine
War and expectations of strengthening the
economic and political alliance against Mos-
cow and against Beijing due to the US-China

rivalry.

Although the West-China relations gave pos-
itive signals from time to time in the process
leading up to the Hiroshima Summit, the lack of
a stable and positive atmosphere in the rela-
tions made their hopes in vain. For example, the

Defense Strategic Review 2023/Defence Strat-
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egy Overview 2023 (DSR) document[l], published by Australia on April 24, 2023 and reflecting the security perspective of the Albanese

Government, cast a shadow over the search for cooperation in China-Australia relations and drew the reaction of Beijing.[2]

In addition to the bumpy relations, it has been observed that China’s economy with huge potential has prompted the Western alli-
ance led by the United States (USA) to make a move in the field of economy. For example, while the US continues its economic struggle
with Ching; It supports the Philippines in its competition with Beijing on the basis of the exclusive economic zone in the South China Sea.

In addition, at the G7 Hiroshima Summit, statements were made within the framework of economic and political relations with China.

Looking at the joint statement published at the end of the G7 Summit, the relations and problems with China were discussed in Articles
51 and 52. In the document, in which many points are touched on, including the Taiwan Question, the parts related to China should
e examined one by one. First of all, the first 3 sub-paragraphs of Article 51 indicate the desire to improve relations with Beijing and

sub-paragraph 4 emphasizes that unilateral actions in the East and South China Sea will not be accepted.

In Article 5], the Taiwan Question, which is written as a sub-heading, states that the G7 countries do not recognize Taiwan's independ-
ence, emphasizes the commitment to the “One-China Idea” and calls for a peaceful resolution of the dispute between the parties 3]
Another point mentioned is the outbursts of human rights violations in the Xinjiang-Uyghur and Tibetan regions. As a matter of fact,
it was stated in the document in question that the G7 countries considered the allegations of forced labor as the main source of
concern. In addition, China has been called upon to maintain its commitment to the obligations of the "Honkong Basic Law” and the

"Sino-British Agreement”.

In another sub-article, China was called upon to fulfill its obligations in the context of the Vienna Diplomatic Relations Agreement and
the Vienna Consular Relations Agreement. It can be thought that this article was put in the context of the warnings made by China
regarding the removal of the Ukrainian flags from the foreign diplomatic mission buildings in the country recently.[4] Moreover, China

has been called upon to put pressure on Russia to withdraw unconditionally from Ukraine and not to escalate military tensions.

In Article 52, in addition to Article 51 and its sub-articles, it was pointed out that China’'s vast claims to maritime jurisdiction in the South

China Sea have no legal basis and the G7 countries underlined their opposition to Beijing’s military actions in the region.

Considering all these statements, it can be said that China’s activities in the region are perceived as an uncomfortable situation by

G7 countries. These countries see China's proactive foreign policy both in the region and the rest of the world as a worrying factor.

.On the other hand, it is known that China is at a key point both in resolving the Russia-Ukraine War and in the North Korean Problem.
For this reason, it can be thought that the G7 members took a stance to limit their range of action instead of completely losing Beijing.
Because in Article 52 of the document, China was explicitly asked for help with Russia. Kuzey Because of the North Korean issue, many

Western actors, including South Korea[5] and the United States|6], have called on China to put pressure on North Korea.

In addition to these, the individual statements of the leaders are also noteworthy. For example, following the release of the G7 joint
statement on May 21, 2023, Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese expressed his support for the announcement to reduce de-

pendence on China.[7]

Essentially, this statement shows that Australia is uncomfortable with its dependence on China, even though Chinais its largest trad-
ing partnerHowever, this cannot be interpreted as Australia wanting to break away from China completelyin fact, 25.9% of Australia’s
exports in 2022 ($103.9 billion) went to China.[8]In this context, given that Australia continues to work for the lifting of sanctions on some

of its export items, it is clear that Australig, like other Western states, is in favor of limiting China rather than losing it completely.
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British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak took the joint statement issued at the end of the G7 Summit one step further and stated that China
is the biggest threat to global security.[9] This statement, which clearly reveals the UK's point of view, also seems to be in line with the
statements of former British Prime Minister Liz Truss, who visited Taiwan on May 16-20, 2023, on the establishment of an “Economic

NATO" to combat China.[10]

In the end, the G7 Hiroshima Summit fulfilled the expectations of consolidating the alliance against Beijing.While the Western states in
general, in parallel with France's warnings, emphasized the possibility of cooperation instead of completely provoking Ching, Britain
acted contrary to the general opinion and made harsher exits.Given that the summit also hosted the QUAD meeting and the Jo-

pan-South Korea-US meeting, the prospects for a more integrated West in the near term are quite high.

[1] Australian Government, Defence Strategic Review, Commonwealth of Australia 2023, Nisan 2023, s. 9.

[2]Chen Hong, “Australian Defence Review Misplaces Focus’, Global Times, www.globaltimes.cn/page/202304/1289763 shtml, (Date of
Accession: 25.04.2023).

[3] “G7 Hiroshima Leaders” Communiqué’, European Council, www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/20/g7-hiro-

shima-leaders-communique/, (Date of Accession: 20.05.2023).

[4]"China Urges Embassies to Remove Signs Showing Support for Ukraine’, Kydo News, englishkyodonewsnet/news/2023/05/36¢-

fa44f8bb4-china-urges-embassies-to-remove-signs-showing-support-for-ukraine.html, (Date of Accession: 16.05.2023).

[5]"South Korea Presses China to Address Pyongyang Nuclear Threat’, The Japan Times, www.japantimes.cojp/news/2023/05/03/

asia-pacific/south-korea-presses-china-north-nuclear-threat/, (Date of Accession: 03.05.2023).

[6]'Biden Says China Must Try to Prevent a North Korea Nuclear Test’, Reuters, www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/biden-says-diffi-

cult-determine-if-china-can-stop-north-korea-conducting- nuclear-2022-1-14/, (Dote of Accession: 15.11.2022)4

[7]"Austro|ion PM Backs G7 on ‘de-Risking’ Trade with China’, Reuters, nevvs.yohoo.com/oustrolion—pm—bocks—g7—riskmg—020638736.
html, (Date of Accession: 21.05.2023).

[8]'Daniel Workman', “Australia’s Top Trading Partners’, World's Top Exports, www.worldstopexports.com/australias-top-import-part-

ners/, (Date of Accession: 27.03.2023).

[9]"China Poses Biggest Threat to Global Security, Says Sunak’, The Guardian, www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/21/china-pos-
es-biggest-threat-to-global-security-says-sunak, (Date of Accession: 2105.2023).

[10]"Liz Truss in Taiwan Calls for ‘Economic NATO' to Challenge China’, The Guardian, www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/17/liz-
truss-in-taiwan-calls-for-economic-nato-to-challenge-china#:~text=The%20former%20British%20prime%20minister,to%20meet%20

senior%s20government%20officials, (Date of Accession: 17.05.2023).
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Stress ReliefEffortonBei-

jing-WashingtonLine:Blinken's

VisittoBeijing

United States (US) Secretary of State Antony Blink-
en visited Beijing on 18-19 June 2023. The visit in
question is of great importance as itis the first visit
from the USA to China at the level of the Minister of

Foreign Affairs after a five-year hiatus.

As it is known, the relations between the two coun-
tries have a tense content. The main reason for
this is China's increasing influence on the global
system. Because of its growing economic power,

China has reached the level of the world's second

24

largest economy[l]ond therefore its influence in
global politics is increasing day by day. This brings
Beijing to challenge Washington's character as
the sole global superpower. As a matter of fact,
current data indicate that China will overtake the
USA in 2032 to become the world's largest econ-

omy.[2]
Moreover, with the influence of the Belt and Road

Initiative announced by Chinese President Xi Jin-

ping in 2013, Beijing is also improving its relations
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with states in different geographies of the world and increasing its influence in international trade. While doing this, it is making an effort
to replace the yuan with the dollar by leading the search for de-dollarization. Undoubtedly, this process also leads to an increase in Bei-
jing's political influence. As a matter of fact, China’s influence in international politics is not by building blocks; It increases cooperation
by creating bridges and develops relations with states based on mutual respect and based on a win-win logic. The fact that China has
never occupied any state before and acts with the sensitivity of “‘not getting involved in internal affairs” in its relations with the actors

with which it has relations has a positive effect on the approach of the actors to Beijing.

In addition to all these, China mediated the normalization process between Saudi Arabia and Iran and made attempts to reconcile
Russia and Ukraine, as if signaling that it was preparing to reach the “state that can build peace” expected from the state that became
a hegemonic power in the international system. In addition, it has been seen recently that China has been carrying out a diplomacy

aimed at being a peace-making actor on the Palestine-Israel line. Of course, these processes contribute positively to China’'s image.

Moreover, the United States is the party that has a deficit in the foreign trade volume in China-US relations. Moreover, there is a serious
interdependence in the economic relations of the European countries, which are the main pillars of the hegemony of the USA, with Chi-
na. In other words, Washington falls short of consolidating its allies against Beijing. This is essentially why the previous US President Don-

ald Trump launched trade wars against China. Because China is the dynamic party in the competition on the Beijing-Washington line.
As might be expected, the Washington administration is uncomfortable with Beijing’s growing influence in international politics. In fact,
because of this inconvenience, the USA has gone through a paradigm shift in geopolitical terms. The withdrawal of the Washington
administration from countries such as Afghanistan and Irag include abandoning the “Land Domination Theory”, which envisages dom-
inating Eurasia at some point. In other words, the decision makers sitting in the White House have come to the conclusion that the USA
must dominate the "Edge Belt” and the seas in order to sustain the unipolar world. This means a transition from Land Domination Theory

to a theoretical framework based on the synthesis of “Sea Domination Theory” and "Edge Belt Theory".

As a reflection of the situation in question, the USA wants to implement a strategy similar to the strategy it applied against the Soviet
Union during the Cold War at the geopolitical level against China. This brings the Washington administration, which withdraws from
countries such as Irag and Afghanistan, to focus on the Asia-Pacific Region. Pacts such as ANZUS, QUAD and AUKUS, which were imple-
mented with the countries of the Asia-Pacific Region under the leadership of the USA, also stem from this. In other words, Washington is

in an effort to build an anti-Chinese bloc in the Asia-Pacific.

In addition to all these, the USA also gives signals that it may escalate the Hong Kong Issue, especially the Taiwan Issue, and the Tibet
Issue in order to remind China that it has some weaknesses and to convey the message that it will play on its soft stomach when nec-
essary. However, it is not possible to say that the Washington administration has achieved success in this harsh policy against China.
Because various actors, especially the allies that the USA thinks it has consolidated in the Asia-Pacific, have a desire to maintain eco-
nomic relations with Ching, even if they have some conflicts with Ching, for example, over the South China Sea. The attitude of Australia

is a good example in this regard.

Similarly, the USA, after the Russia-Ukraine War, cannot mobilize Europe, which it managed to consolidate in terms of sanctions targeting
the Moscow administration and aid to the Kiev administration, against China. On the contrary, Continental Europe is uncomfortable
even with the prolongation of the Russia-Ukraine War and thinks differently from the USA on this issue; it even supports China’'s medi-
ation initiatives. The Beijing visit of French President Emnmanuel Macron and European Union (EU) Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen on 5-7 April 2023 also confirmed this. Moreover, Macron made statements drawing attention to the need to strengthen Europe’s

strategic autonomy following the aforementioned visit[3]

As it can be understood, although the USA increases the pressure against China and escalates the competition, it is not easy to reach
its goal. Moreover, it seems inevitable that a hot conflict in the axis of the Taiwan Strait will cause a “lose-lose” crisis between the two
countries. However, states are rational units that put their national interests at the center. For this reason, a search has emerged to

soften the relations on the Beijing-Washington line. In fact, this quest came to light in November 2022, when US President Joe Biden met
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with Xi on the occasion of the G-20 Summit. As a matter of fact, it is very important that Biden told Xi “There will not be a "New Cold
War' between China and the USA at the summit in question.[4] It is possible to consider Blinken's visit to Beijing within the scope of this
search. For this reason, Blinken's visit to China, which was postponed due to the “Spy Balloon Crisis” on February 4, 2023, took place on
June 18-19, 2023.

During the visit, Blinken first met with Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang on June 18, 2023. In his statement regarding this meeting, the
US Secretary of State stated that the purpose of his visit was to “manage responsibly” the relationship between the two countries and
"avoid making wrong calculations”[5] In response, Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister Hua Chunying said, /I hope this meeting can help
return Sino-US relations to the point that the two presidents agreed on in Bali” He referred to the meeting between Xi and Biden on
the occasion of the G-20 Summit[6] Qin also said, “No one had any prejudices that we would settle all the difficult issues in one or
two meetings.” It is a harbinger of the continuation of the dialogue between the parties[7] On 19 June 2023, Blinken met with Si. In his
assessment of the meeting, Blinken said, ‘It was clear that relations were at a point of instability.” “Both sides recognized the need to

work to stabilize it,” he said[8] In response, Xi made the following statement9]

“The world generally needs a stable Sino-US relationship, and whether China and the US can get along has an impact on the future

and destiny of humanity.”

As it can be understood, the parties avoid that the competition between them turns into a hot conflict. The above words of Xi bring
along new discussions about the fate of the systemic structure. Perhaps there may even be a bargain between the parties that
includes the sharing of space and sector. The interdependence in economic relations also indicates that this is possible. In fact, dur-
ing his meeting with Xi, Blinken said, “President Biden asked me to go to Beijing because he believes that the US and China have an
obligation and responsibility to manage our relationship.” has declared [10] However, despite Blinken's visit to Beijing, Biden's calling Xi
a “dictator” during his speech on June 21, 2023, means that the tension will not end completely and the conflict on various issues will
continuelll] At the same time, the aforementioned words of the US President revealed that the Washington administration will contin-

ue its anti-Chinese propaganda under the name of “alliance of democracies”.

As a result, the two countries will continue the dialogue and avoid escalating the crises in order to prevent the conflicts from turning
into hot conflicts; however, it can be predicted that the competition on the Beijing-Washington line will continue. In this process, it
seems that the USA will try to consolidate its allies through the emphasis on democracy. It can be predicted that China will continue

to emphasize its win-win relations and its peace-making role in crisis areas.

[1] Neslinan Topcuy, "How Did China Transform into a Big Economy?’, ANKASAM, httpsz//vvvvvv.onkosom.org/hovvfdidfchinoftronsformf

into-a-big-economy/?lang=en, (Date of Accession: 21.062023).

[2] Frank Tang, “China to Overtake US as World's Top Economy in 2032 Despite Washington Hostilities, State Think Tank Predicts’, SCMP,
https://www.scrmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3099951/china-overtake-us-worlds-top-economy-2032-despite-wash-
ington, (Date of Accession: 21.06.2023)

[3] Dogacan Basaran, "Macron and Leyen's Visit to Beijing: Europe's Search for Strategic Autonomy and the Russia-Ukraine War,
ANKASAM, https://[www.ankasam.org/macron-and-leyens-visit-to-beijing-europes-search-for-strategic-autonomy-and-the-russio-

ukraine-war/?lang=en, (Date of Accession: 2106.2023).

[4] Mehmet Seyfettin Erol, “ABD-Cin Arasinda Yeni Soguk Savag'tan Yeni Bir Paylasima mi?”, ANKASAM, https:/ fwww.ankasam.org/abd-

cin-arasinda-yeni-soguk-savastan-yeni-bir-paylasima-mi/, (Date of Accession: 21.06.2023).
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[7] "Blinken Holds High-Stakes Talks in China Amid Rising Tensions between World's Two Superpowers’, CNN, https://edition.cnn.
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[9] Ibid.

[10] “secretary Antony J. Blinken and People's Republic of China President Xi Jinping Before Their Meeting’, US. Depertmant of State,
https:/ /www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-and-peoples-republic-of-china-president-xi-jinping-before-their-meeting/,  (Date
of Accession: 2106.2023).

[] “China Lashes Back as Biden Labels Xi A ‘Dictator”, Reuters, https://www.reuters.com/world/biden-calls-chinese-president-xi-dic-
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Emirof Qatar's Central

AsiaTour

Increasing international dialogue of Central
Asian countries draws attention at the global
level. The region, which is on the radar of Euro-
pean actors and Asian geography, is also an
area of close interest to the Gulf countries. In
this context, it is very important that the Emir of
Qatar sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani will go

on a tour of Central Asia on June 5, 2023. Sheikh
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Tamim met with the leaders of the region dur-
ing his visit covering 5-8 June 2023 and signed

important partnerships.[1]

Emir started his Central Asia tour from Uzbek-
istan and visited Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and

Tajikistan respectively. Emir's comprehensive

tour is an important turning point in the rela-
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tions between Central Asia-Gulf in general and Qatar-Central Asia in particular. Taking steps to strengthen and deepen mutual coop-

eration creates a win-win partnership for the parties.

Qatar has recently increased its international position and prestige considerably. Especially the role it plays in the Afghan Problem has
highlighted Doha as an active international actor. In addition to this, the opportunity and competence it has in construction and infra-
structure gives Doha an advantage in its economic partnerships with Central Asian countries. For this reason, it can be said that it is

seen as an important and strategic partner for the countries of the region.

On the other hand, Central Asian countries are also actors that provide investment opportunities and have the potential to develop co-
operation. Therefore, mutual investment opportunities will be developed after these visits. The common historical culture and civilization

also makes a positive contribution to reinforcing the closeness between the parties.

During his visit to Uzbekistan, Sheikh Tamim held talks with senior officials discussing ways to strengthen cooperation and relations.
Relations between Qatar and Uzbekistan have recently become more productive with the cooperation established at various levels. It
is understood from the steps they have taken that the parties mutually want to increase this dynamic of cooperation. For example, in

connection with the third round of political consultations between the two, the Qatar Embassy opened in Tashkent a few weeks ago /2]

Itis also seen that bilateral ties will continue to be developed. As a matter of fact, the President of Uzbekistan, Mr. Sevket Mirziyoyeyv, in his

statement after meeting with Sheikh Tamim, declared that he sees Qatar as a “promising partner”.

The parties agreed on the participation of leading Qatari companies in the implementation of major investment projects worth more
than 12 billion dollars in the energy, gas chemical industry, agriculture, infrastructure, logistics, tourism and other sectors. Doha and Tash-
kent signed 15 memorandums of understanding in various fields. At the same time, organizing a Qatar-Uzbekistan Investment Forum in

September 2023 was also on the agenda 3]

It is known that within the scope of interregional integration, the leaders of the two countries emphasized the importance of transpor-
tation and logistics corridors connecting Central Asia to the Gulf. In addition to this, the parties also touched upon the Afghanistan issue

and agreed to establish a pragmatic policy towards the country.[4]

Sheikh Tamim, who went to Kyrgyzstan after Uzbekistan, also had an important meeting with the President of the Kyrgyz Republic, Sadir
Caparov. In his speech, Mr. Caparov said that the visit of the Emir of Qatar to Kyrgyzstan is not only in terms of cooperation between
the two countries; He also emphasized that it has great historical importance in terms of relations with the Arab World as a whole. The
two countries intend to increase their cooperation to the level of comprehensive partnership. Emphasizing that Sheikh Tamim is the first
leader from the Arab World to visit Kyrgyzstan, Mr. Caparov pointed out that the momentum of relations that have been going on for 25
years will increase[5] In this context, it can be predicted that the partnerships between the parties will increase and new cooperation

processes will emerge in the future.

The Emir's visit brought about the signing of the agreement on the establishment and operation of cultural centers in Kyrgyzstan-Qatar
relations and the signing of memoranda on cooperation in the field of sports between the two governments. Memorandum of under-
standing was signed in many areas such as ensuring coordination and cooperation between various ministries, customs regulations,

agriculture, law and central bank activities[6]

The Emir of Qatar went to Kazakhstan on 7 June 2023 and participated in the Astana International Forum. As it will be remembered, Emir
participated in the Conference on Cooperation and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) in Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan,
in 2022[7] At the same time, it is known that Qatar is among the first Arab countries to recognize Kazakhstan's independence. In this

respect, it can be said that bilateral relations have a deep-rooted history and are open to development.
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The President of Kazakhstan, Mr. Kasim Comert Tokayev, during his meeting with the Emir of the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim, an-
nounced that Kazakhstan is ready to increase its export to Qatar of approximately 60 types of products worth 250 million dollars. As it
is known, Kazakhstan implements a policy aimed at attracting Qatari investors to the country. It is also aimed to strengthen partner-
ships in various fields. With Sheikh Tamim'’s visit, it can be stated that the developments in these matters will accelerate.

Emir's last stop was Dushanbe. Meeting with President of Tajikistan, Imamali Rahman, Sheikh Tamim inaugurated the largest mosque
in Dushanbe.[8] It is expected that the ties between Doha and Dushanbe, which have had close relations since 1994, will be crowned
with this visit.

There is a period in which Central Asia develops cooperation within the framework of a proactive policy at the global level. At the same
time, there is a tremendous interest in the countries of the region. Central Asian states are also strengthening their multidimensional
relations by turning this situation into an advantage within the scope of their national interests. The deepening of relations with Qatar

can also be described as a turning point based on mutual gain and opening new doors.

After all, Sheikh Tamim'’s visit is not just Qatar's bilateral relations; it will also develop Central Asia-Gulf or Central Asia-Middle East ties.

It can also be predicted that the investments of Arab states in Central Asia will diversify.

[1] “Qatar: Amir to Begin Central Asia Tour on Monday’, Zawya, https:/ fwww.zawya.com/en/economy/gcc/qatar-amir-to-begin-cen-

tral-asia-tour-on-monday-m93zIs8y, (Date of Accession: 08.06.2023).

[2] “Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Opens Premises of Qatari Embassy in Uzbekistan’, MFA, https:/fwww.mofa.gov.ga/en/all-mofa-
news/details/1444/10/17/minister-of-state-for-foreign-affairs-opens-premises-of-qatari-embassy-in-uzbekistan, (Date of Accession:
08.06.2023).

[3] “Uzbekistan Considers Qatar ‘Promising Partner: President Mirziyoyev’, AA, https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/uzbekistan-consid-

ers-qatar-promising-partner-president-mirziyoyev/2916034, (Date of Accession: 08.06.2023).
[4] Ibid.

[5] “Kyrgyzstan and Qatar Intend to Raise Cooperation to Level of Comprehensive Partnership’, Kabar, http://enkabarkg/news/kyr-

gyzstan-and-gatar-intend-to-raise-cooperation-to-level-of-comprehensive-partnership/, (Date of Accession: 08.06.2023).

[6] "Amir and President of Kyrgyzstan Witness Signing of Agreements’, The Peninsula, https://thepeninsulagatar.com/article/07/06/2023/

amir-and-president-of-kyrgyzstan-witness-signing-of-agreements, (Date of Accession: 08.06.2023).
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[8] “Qatar's Emir Arrives in Dushanbe’, Asia Plus, https://asioplustjinfo/en/news/tajikistan/politics/20230608/qatars-emir-arrives-in-du-

shanbe, (Date of Accession: 08.06.2023).
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WhatDoes China’s “New

Security initiative” Aimfor?

China argues that with its foreign policy strate-
gy, which it defines as “peaceful rise”, it has built
a new “international policy language” beyond
established international political approaches.
In this context, it prefers the term "great state”
instead of the definition of "great power” and
evaluates the use of the concept of power
from a different perspective. In line with this
definition, great states try to implement their

policy.

On June 4, 2023, Chinese State Councilor and

Defense Minister Li Shangfu, delivered a speech
titled “China’s New Security Initiative” at the XXth
Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore and evaluat-
ed the relations between China and the United
States of America (USA) as "the relationship be-

tween great powers".

Shangri-La Dialogue is an important platform
that addresses current security issues in the
Indo-Pacific region. The XXth edition of the
Shangri-La Dialogue, organized by the Internc-

tional Institute for Strategic Studies since 2002.
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The summit was held on 4 June 2023, hosted by Singapore. Heads of defense and intelligence from 49 countries, including Ching,
the USA and the European Union (EU) countries, attended the summit. In the Shangri-La Dialogue, the largest security forum in the
Indo-Pacific region, not only security issues in Asig, but also the main issues concerning global security, especially the Russia-Ukraine

War, were discussed.

At the beginning of his speech, the Chinese Minister of Defense, General Li Shangfu, drew attention to “the slowing of the global eco-

nomic recovery, the resurgence of the Cold War mentality and the escalating regional conflicts” 1]

Expressing that the Asia-Pacific region is facing unprecedented security problems today, Li talked about the need to find answers to
the questions of who is disturbing the regional peace, what are the foundations of chaos and instability, and what precautions should
e taken. In order to answer these questions, the Chinese Minister of Defense emphasized that it is essential for the states of the region
to make wise choices by standing on the right side of history and considering regional commmon interests. Li Shangfu formulates these

smart choices from a Chinese perspective as follows:

Mutual respect must prevail over tyranny and hegemony. Experienced realities prove that hegemonism and power politics create in-
stability. He particularly emphasized that they are strongly against states to impose their will on other states, to put their own interests
above the interests of others, and to ensure their own security at the expense of other states.

It appears that some countries deliberately interfere in the internal affairs of other countries and often resort to unilateral investments.
It is clear that color revolutions and proxy wars in different regions have created chaos and turmoil.

China firmly supports the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) centeredness and strategic autonomy. In this context, China
is determined to develop cooperative, collective and common security in its region within the framework of mutual respect.

Fairness and justice in international politics should transcend the laws of the jungle. All countries, big or smalll, strong or weak, rich or
poor, are equal members of the international community. International relations should be formed through consultation and through
these mechanisms, rather than being dictated by one or more countries. The so-called rules-based international system produces
exceptionalism and double standards and is nothing more than a tool to protect the interests of one or a few countries.

It is natural for states to have differences of opinion with each other. However, there are two approaches to addressing differences
of opinion. One escalates tensions and fuels the flames, while the other seeks consensus and encourages reconciliation and negoti-
ations. Itis clear which one is the right choice.

The Cold War mentality is being resurrected in current international relations. Conflict of two blocks greatly increases security risks.
China argues that no strategy should be based on ideological grounds and should not aim at forming special military alliances
against imaginary threats.

The aim of encouraging the formation of military alliances similar to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in the Asia Pacific
(see Asia NATO) aims to hold the countries in the region hostage and has the potential to pave the way for regional division, disa-
greements and conflicts.

It would be useful to analyze this speech of Chinese Defense Minister Li Shangfu at the summit within the framework of a multipolar
world vision. But the main point of this speech is that China sees multipolarity as a tool and presents itself as a real and equipped
alternative to US policies. In this context, it would be correct to address the conversation with the axis of international politics and

security, that is, in two ways:

First of all, from a political point of view; the principles and fictional mechanisms put forward by China as of today include multipolar

discourse. However, it remains unclear what is meant by equality in international relations.
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In fact, the “pauses” and/or “disruptions” in Russia’s invasion of Ukraine may greatly benefit China. In this way, China can come to the
forefront as an alternative power center not only in the Asia Pacific but also in the immediate vicinity of Russia. Therefore, China's foreign
policy approach, which it conceptualizes as “peaceful ascent’, is no different from the USA’'s view of concepts such as democracy and

human rights as a foreign policy tool.

In summary, China is prone to implement a realistic foreign policy with “idealistic discourses” like the USA. On the other hand, China is
considered as an alternative for the countries that are outside the USA and England-based geopolitics and make up a large part of

the world.

Secondly, in the context of international security, the situation is more complicated. There is even more data here to support China's dis-
cursive legitimacy. China is trying to offer an alternative to the US vision. This vision of security contains the potential to further threaten
the hegemonic supremacy of the USA. China directly considers military alliances as the source of problems in international relations.
At this point, it is aware that new military formations such as AUKUS, which was announced in 2021, are directly targeting him. However,
the main issue here is the cooperation between the USA, England and their allies against China. This provides China with distinct ad-

vantages and opportunities.

The new dynamics that AUKUS will create may enable China to implement policies towards Continental Europe more easily and effec-
tively. In other words, the "anti-USA-England political alliance” may have a chance to find a place for itself in a wider area. Undoubtedly,
this situation may bring not only political but also comprehensive economic regionalization and new associations. In this case, it is

possible to foresee that China will assume a more decisive role in the European security architecture.

Consequently, Chinese Defense Minister Li Shangfu's speech titled “China’'s New Security Initiative” at the XXth Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore is very important in the context of the political and security configurations mentioned above. Frankly, the global dominance
of the USA, which emerged in full after the Cold War, has never been more threatened. In this context, it is obvious that the developments

in Asia will determine the dynamics of international politics.

[1] 20th Asia Security Summit, The Shangri-La Dialogue, Fifth Plenary Session, https://wwwiiss.org/globalassets/media-library—content-
migration/files/shangri-la-dialogue/2023/provisional-transcripts/p-5/general-li-shangfu-state-councilor-minister-of-national-de-

fense-china—provisional pdf (Date of Accession: 06.06.2023).
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